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WELCOME TO CHRIST!  

We are so glad that you joined us to worship our Lord Jesus today, and welcome to our church! 

Christ is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS). We have been gathering 

around Word and sacrament since 1976. Our pastor would be happy to answer your questions 

about our service, our beliefs, or communicant membership in our congregation. Please join us 

again soon! 

INFORMATION 

 Our restrooms are located by going to the right out of the sanctuary doors and proceeding down 

the hallway. They are at the end of the hallway on the right. There is also a family restroom with a 

changing station out the sanctuary doors to the left and around the corner. 

We love hearing little ones in God’s house but if you feel like your child needs a moment there are 

speakers to hear the service as well as books and toys in the entryway 

Our guest register is located in the entryway. Please leave us a record of your visit and we will be 

glad to supply you with more information about our church. 

www.christcambridge.com                                        Sunday Service 9:00AM 

 Pastor Sam Biebert                                                       Preschool Director Cliss Loescher 
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sbiebert@gmail.com        bldgblksforlife@gmail.com 

  

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

PASTOR’S WELCOME 

OPENING HYMN                                                                       WHEN THE KING SHALL COME AGAIN 
Soloist will sing verse 1.  Congregation joins in on verses 2-4. 
 

 
Please Stand. 

GATHERING 

L: In the name of the Father, and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: (sings) Amen.  

  COMMON SERVICE                       
This liturgy, found on page 15 in the red hymnal, is a version of the      

historic liturgy of the Christian church. 



CONFESSION OF SINS 

L: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, 

asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you 

in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For 

this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and 

trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.     

LORD, HAVE MERCY                                                               Kyrie Eleison  

  

 

  

 

 

ABSOLUTION   

L: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: (sings) Amen. 

L: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 GLORY BE TO GOD                                                        Gloria in Exce 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 L: The Lord be with you. 
 C: (sings) And also with you.  
 L: Let us pray. 
 C:  Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your mighty 
deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with your light; for you live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: (sings) Amen. 

 Please be seated. 

  

T H E  W O R D   

FIRST READING                                                                                      Isaiah 35:1-10 

The wilderness and the desert will be glad. 
The wasteland of the Arabah will rejoice and blossom like a crocus. 
2 It will bloom lavishly, 
and there will be great joy and singing. 
The glory of Lebanon will be given to it. 
It will be excellent like Carmel and Sharon. 
They will see the glory of the LORD, 
the majesty of our God. 
3 Strengthen the weak hands, 
and make the shaky knees steady. 
4 Tell those who have a fearful heart: 
    Be strong. 
    Do not be afraid. 
    Look! Your God will come with vengeance. 
    With God’s own retribution, he will come and save you. 
5 Then the eyes of the blind will be opened, 
and the ears of the deaf will be unplugged. 
6 The crippled will leap like a deer, 
and the tongue of the mute will sing for joy. 



Waters will flow in the wilderness, 
and streams in the wasteland. 
7 The burning sand will become a pool, 
and in the thirsty ground there will be springs of water. 
There will be grass, reeds, and rushes where the haunts 
    of jackals once lay. 
8 A highway will be there, 
a road that will be called the holy way. 
The impure will not walk there. 
It will be reserved for those who walk in that holy way. 
Wicked fools will not wander onto it. 
9 No lion will be there, 
nor will any ferocious animal go up on it. 
They will not be found there, 
but only the redeemed will walk there. 
10 Then those ransomed by the LORD will return. 
They will enter Zion with a joyful shout, 
and everlasting joy will crown their heads. 
Happiness and joy will overtake them, 
and sorrow and sighing will flee away. 
 

 PSALM OF THE DAY                                              Psalm 146 |  pg. 120  
"The LORD remains faithful forever.  He upholds the cause of the oppressed."   

 

SECOND READING                                                                                           James 5:7-11 
7 Therefore, brothers, be patient until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the 
valuable harvest from the ground, patiently waiting for it, until it receives the early and late 
rain. 8 You be patient too. Strengthen your hearts because the coming of the Lord is near.  9 Do not 
complain about one another, brothers, so that you will not be judged. Look! The Judge is standing 
at the doors! 10 Brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord as an example of 
suffering with patient endurance. 11 See, we consider those who endured to be blessed. You have 
heard of the patient endurance of Job and have seen what the Lord did in the end, because the 
Lord is especially compassionate and merciful. 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY                                                                                                       Matthew 11:10 
Alleluia. I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you. Alleluia. 

Please stand. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  L: Our Savior meets us in the Gospel according to Matthew 11. 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL                                                                                                                             Matthew 11:2-11 
2 While John was in prison, he heard about the things Christ was doing. He sent two of his 
disciples 3 to ask him, “Are you the Coming One or should we wait for someone else?”  4 Jesus 
answered them, “Go, report to John what you hear and see: 5 The blind receive sight, the lame 
walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the gospel is 
preached to the poor. 6 Blessed is the one who does not take offense at me.”  7 As these two were 
leaving, Jesus began to talk to the crowds about John. “What did you go out into the wilderness 
to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8 What did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? 
No, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. 9 So what did you go out to see? A prophet? 
Yes, I tell you! And he is much more than a prophet. 10 This is the one about whom it is written, 
‘Look, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’  11 Amen I 
tell you: Among those born of women there has not appeared anyone greater than John the 
Baptist. Yet whoever is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 
 
L: The Gospel of our Lord. 
  

 
  

 

APOSTLE’S CREED 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,  and was buried. He 

descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and 

is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  From there he will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
Please be seated. 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN                                                                     “Light One Candle”  

Light one candle for hope, 
One bright candle for hope. 
He brings hope to every heart. 
He comes!  He comes! 
 
Light one candle for peace, 
One bright candle for peace. 
He brings peace to every heart. 
He comes!  He comes! 
 
Light one candle for joy, 
One bright candle for joy. 
Every nation will find salvation  
In Bethl’em’s baby boy. 
 

SERMON  Matthew 11:2-11 

  “Come LORD Jesus! — As Messiah” 

 

CREATE IN ME                                                                          Psalm 51 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please be seated. 

 
 
THANK OFFERING                                                     1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 9:6-8             
The members of Christ Lutheran join together to do the Lord’s work in Cambridge and throughout the world 
in our church body, the WELS. Guests need not feel obligated to participate in this offering 
which supports our ministry.  You can also make use of online giving through the 
VancoMobile app or by going to the church’s website (www.christcambridge.com) and 
selecting the “Donate” tab under “About” in the site menu.)  

https://youtu.be/f4uRy6ACSmo
https://youtu.be/f4uRy6ACSmo
http://www.christcambridge.com/


 
There are times in every Christian’s life when he or she concludes that our God isn’t doing things the way 

we expected. We’d like him to agree that our way is better. So, what’s a Christian to do? Our lesson from 

Matthew 11:2-11 reminds us. Read his Word and let him remind you of who he is. He is the compassionate 

and gracious God who shows his love and mercy to sinners. And he calls us to share that great and saving 

news with our world! What a golden opportunity we have to do that this season! May our mouths and 

lives be filled with that good news! Additionally, consider ways in which you can support those who 

share that good news worldwide on your behalf. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

L:   Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank you for the promises you have given and the hope we 
have because you have sent Jesus to be our Savior.  In him you have blessed us with every 
spiritual blessing, and all our earthly blessings as well.  Keep that truth before us, because it is 
all too easy for us to be grumpy and ungrateful when our lives are not ones of ease. 
C:  Strengthen us for the challenges that we face.  Keep alive in our hearts the truth that Jesus 
will come again and bring to fulfillment in us the glory you have promised.  Give us the ability 
day by day to find our joy and peace in you. 
  
L:   Lord Jesus, the faithful waited 4,000 years before you brought to reality the prophecies 
that had been spoken regarding the promised Savior.  Teach us to be patient as we wait for you 
to fulfill the promise that you will come again.  
C:  While we wait, help us to be faithful stewards of all that you have given us.  Enable us to 
use it to carry out your will in our homes, our congregation, our community, and in the world. 
  
L:   Dear Savior, when life isn’t going exactly as we think it should, it is easy for doubts and 
questions to surface in our hearts, just as they did with John the Baptist.  Bear with us in our 
weakness.  Restore us through your Word.  Bless us that we may hold to you. 
C:  Give us prophets who will speak your Word clearly as John the Baptist did, and keep our 
hearts receptive to the message they speak. 

  
L:   Holy Spirit, we praise you that you continue to carry on your work in the church at large and 
in our Synod.  In these challenging times you have enabled us to still spread the Gospel 
message both at home and abroad.  Whether it has been by the aid we have brought to those 
suffering because of various disasters, or the sharing of your Word with people such as those in 
India and Nepal, you have strengthened us to go as we have been commissioned. 
C:  Do not let us become weary or worn out in our efforts.  Renew in us daily the desire to 
bring the good news of the forgiveness of sins to all people. 

  
L:   We ask your blessing on our land and it leaders.  Give them honesty, integrity, 
righteousness, and strength to carry out the responsibilities entrusted to them. 
C:  Protect those who protect us.  Cause those who carry on the commerce of our nation to 
see it as an attitude of service to you and those with whom they live.  Keep us always thankful 
for the blessings you have given. 
  
L:   Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
  



L:   With hearts thankful for the answers to our prayers you have given in the past, we bring all 
our thoughts and requests before you in the name of our Advent Lord who has taught us to 
pray: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER                                                                       Luke 11:1-4; Matthew 6:9-13 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.  
 

 HYMN                                                                                      O LORD, HOW SHALL I MEET YOU | # 18 
 

PRAYER 
L: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them, 
read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted by your holy 
Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: (sings) Amen.  

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

 

THE LORD’S BLESSING                                                    Numbers 6:24-26  

L: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and   give you peace. 

  

  

 

CLOSING HYMN                                                                                       THERE IS A REDEEMER |  #747 
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