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WELCOME TO CHRIST!
We are so glad that you joined us to worship our Lord Jesus today, and welcome to our church!
Christ is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS). We have been gathering
around Word and sacrament since 1976. Our pastor would be happy to answer your questions
about our service, our beliefs, or communicant membership in our congregation. Please join us
again soon!

INFORMATION
Our restrooms are located by going to the right out of the sanctuary doors and proceeding down
the hallway. They are at the end of the hallway on the right. There is also a family restroom with a
changing station out the sanctuary doors to the left and around the corner.
We love hearing little ones in God’s house but if you feel like your child needs a moment there are
speakers to hear the service as well as books and toys in the entryway
Our guest register is located in the entryway. Please leave us a record of your visit and we will be
glad to supply you with more information about our church.
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Pastor Sam Biebert
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SERVICE OF THE WORD
This liturgy, found on page 38 in the red hymnal, offers the congregation a form of
worship that focuses on the proclamation of God’s Word. Believers respond to this
divine gift with prayer, praise, and thanksgiving.

PASTOR’S WELCOME
OPENING HYMN

A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD | #201

Please Stand.

GATHERING
L: The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with you.
C: And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS
L: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore,
let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned
against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I
pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take
away my guilt.

ABSOLUTION
L: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of
our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God
give you strength to live according to his will.
C: Amen.

PRAISE & PRAYER
L: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
L: Let us pray.
C: Gracious Lord, our refuge and strength, pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people.
Keep them steadfast in your Word, protect and comfort them in all temptations, defend
them against all their enemies, and bestow on the Church your saving peace; through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Please be seated.

THE WORD
FIRST READING
Jeremiah 31:31-34
31
Yes, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of
Israel and with the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant I made with their fathers,
when I took them by the hand and led them out of the land of Egypt. They broke that covenant of
mine, although I was a husband to them, declares the LORD. 33 But this is the covenant I will make
with the house of Israel after those days, declares the LORD. I will put my law in their minds, and I
will write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. 34 No longer will each
one teach his neighbor, or each one teach his brother, saying, “Know the LORD,” because they will
all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the LORD, for I will forgive their guilt,

and I will remember their sins no more.

PSALM OF THE DAY

Psalm 46 | pg. 84

“God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.”

SECOND READING

Galatians 5:1-6

It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not allow anyone to put the
yoke of slavery on you again. 2 Look, I, Paul, tell you that if you allow yourselves to be circumcised,
Christ will be of no benefit to you. 3 I testify again to every man who allows himself to be
circumcised that he is obligated to do the whole law. 4 You who are trying to be declared righteous
by the law are completely separated from Christ. You have fallen from grace. 5 Indeed, through
the Spirit, we by faith are eagerly waiting for the sure hope of righteousness. 6 For in Christ Jesus
neither circumcision nor uncircumcision matters. Rather, it is faith working through love that
matters.

VERSE OF THE DAY

John 8:31, 32

Alleluia. If you continue in my Word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and
the truth will make you free. Alleluia.
Please stand.

GOSPEL

John 8:31-36

31

So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you remain in my word, you are really my
disciples. 32 You will also know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33 “We are Abraham’s
descendants,” they answered, “and we have never been slaves of anyone. How can you say, ‘You
will be set free’?” 34 Jesus answered, “Amen, Amen, I tell you: Everyone who keeps committing sin
is a slave to sin. 35 But a slave does not remain in the family forever. A son does remain
forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you really will be free.
L: The Gospel of our Lord.

Please be seated.

Hymn sung by the Sunday School Children
God’s Word is our great heritage
And shall be ours forever;
To spread its light from age to age
Shall be our chief endeavor.
Through life it guides our way;
In death it is our stay.
Lord, grant, while worlds endure,
We keep its teachings pure
Throughout all generations.

God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage

SERMON John 8:31-36
“The Truth Will Set You Free”
APOSTLES’ CREED
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to
judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THANK OFFERING

1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 9:6-8

The members of Christ Lutheran join together to do the Lord’s work in Cambridge and throughout the world
in our church body, the WELS. Guests need not feel obligated to participate in this offering
which supports our ministry. ( You can also make use of online giving through the
VancoMobile app or by going to the church’s website (www.christcambridge.com) and
selecting the “Donate” tab under “About” in the site menu.)
Offering:
Galatians 5:1-6
Reformation presents a unique opportunity to focus on the blessing of God’s Word. Faithful stewardship
of God’s law and gospel is essential to the life of the church and the life of every believer. We cannot be
justified by the law. Rather, we are set free from the burden of the law through the saving work of Jesus
Christ. In Christ, we are free from the external influences that threaten to alienate us from God and can
instead positively influence God’s church and the world with his gospel of forgiveness and eternal life.
Prayer:

L: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, we bring our heartfelt thanks that you brought about the
reformation of your church through your servant Martin Luther and the other confessors of the
faith who lived and worked with him. We know your Word. For this we give you thanks.
C: Enable us to continue to hold to it. There are many who deny it in whole or in part. We
would be among them were it not for your Spirit causing us to cling to it as your
truth. Preserve us in your truth and preserve your truth among us that we may tell it to the
next generation.
L: The need for reformation remains – also in our own hearts. Too easily we can be taken in by
the temptation to think that we can or need to add something that we do to what our Savior
has already done for our salvation. Too easily our sinful natures would have us think that we
are what we are and have what we have because we somehow deserved it. Too easily we are
tricked into the trap that classifies the sins and sinful attitudes condemned by the Bible as
acceptable actions and attitudes in our “enlightened” times.

C: We thank you for the times that you have kept us from those errors and the times that you
have forgiven us because we have fallen into them. Give us the confidence that your
undeserved love will remain with us and do not let us depart from the faith to which you have
called us.
L: Lord of the church, the work of Martin Luther and those with him was not easy. Powerful
forces opposed and threatened them. So it has always been when your servants have spoken
your Word boldly to oppose false teaching. Satan does not go quietly. It is no different in our
own day.
C: Give us courage to stand against those who oppose your truth. Remind us that your power
is greater than that of your enemies. If there are costs that we experience or setbacks that
we suffer, remind us that you are still in control. Enable us to always speak the truth in love,
with gentleness and patience, so that you might be known both in what we say and in who
we are.
L: Savior of all, there are still many who have not heard and do not know your Word of their
salvation. Give us your love for the lost so that we reach out to share your Gospel with those
who have not heard it and with those who need to hear it again.
C: Be with the pastors and missionaries who go where we cannot and enable them to speak
with both boldness and compassion. In those places where we cannot send missionaries,
enable those who are your own to continue to testify to the truth so that all the elect are
brought into your kingdom.
L: Give ear, O Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
L: Our spoken words and unspoken thoughts we offer to you through the merits of our Savior
Jesus Christ who has taught us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER

Luke 11:1-4; Matthew 6:9-13
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

HYMN

REFORMATION SONG

Soloist will sing verses 1 and 2 and Refrain. Congregation joins in on verses 3-5 and Refrain.

Verse 5
And on this Reformation Day
we join with saints of old to sing;
we lift our hearts as one in praise:
glory to Christ our gracious King.
Refrain

PRAYER
L: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us
strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us
your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
THE LORD’S BLESSING

Numbers 6:24-26
L: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.

CLOSING HYMN:

ONWARD CHRISTIAN SOLDIERS | #537
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