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WELCOME TO CHRIST!
We are so glad that you joined us to worship our Lord Jesus today, and welcome to our church!
Christ is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS). We have been gathering
around Word and sacrament since 1976. Our pastor would be happy to answer your questions
about our service, our beliefs, or communicant membership in our congregation. Please join us
again soon!

INFORMATION
Our restrooms are located by going to the right out of the sanctuary doors and proceeding down
the hallway. They are at the end of the hallway on the right. There is also a family restroom with a
changing station out the sanctuary doors to the left and around the corner.
We love hearing little ones in God’s house but if you feel like your child needs a moment there are
speakers to hear the service as well as books and toys in the entryway
Our guest register is located in the entryway. Please leave us a record of your visit and we will be
glad to supply you with more information about our church.
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DIVINE SERVICE I
This liturgy, found on page 15 in the blue supplement, is a version of the historic
liturgy of the Christian church.

PASTOR’S WELCOME
OPENING HYMN

DAY BY DAY | # 765

Please Stand.

GATHERING
L: In the name of the Father, and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.
C: (spoken) Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS
L: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our
Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a
sinner.

LORD, HAVE MERCY

Kyrie Eleison

ABSOLUTION
L: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.
C: (spoken) Amen.
L: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

GLORY BE TO GOD

Gloria in Excelsis

All Sing: Glo-ry to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly, King, almighty God and Father,
We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory,
Glory to God in the highest and peace to his people on earth.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world;
Have mercy on us.
You are seated at the right hand of the Father;
Receive our prayer,
Receive our prayer.
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are Lord,
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
With the Holy Spirit in the glory of God the Father.
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Glory to God, glory to God!

PRAYER OF THE DAY
L: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
L: Let us pray.
C: Mercifully grant, O God, that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts,
for without your help we are unable to please you; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Please be seated.

THE WORD
FIRST READING
22

Genesis 32:22-30

He got up that night and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven sons, and crossed
over the ford of the Jabbok. 23 He took them and sent them across the stream, and he also sent his
possessions across. 24 Jacob was left alone, and he wrestled with a man there until
daybreak. 25 When the man saw that he could not defeat him, he touched the socket of his thigh,
and the socket of Jacob’s thigh was dislocated as he wrestled. 26 The man said, “Let me go. It’s
daybreak.” Jacob said, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.” 27 Then he said to him, “What is
your name?” He said, “Jacob.” 28 Then he said, “Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel,
because you have fought with God and with men, and you have won.” 29 Jacob asked him, “Please
tell me your name.” He said, “Why do you ask what my name is?” Then he blessed him there.
30
Jacob named the place Peniel, because he said, “I have seen God face-to-face, and my life has
been spared.”

PSALM OF THE DAY

Psalm 121 | pg. 112

“My help comes from the LORD, the maker of heaven and earth.”

SECOND READING

1 John 5:13-15

13

I have written these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may
know that you have eternal life. 14 This is the confidence that we have before him: that if we ask
anything according to his will, he hears us. 15 And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—
we also know that we receive the things we have asked from him.

VERSE OF THE DAY

Philippians 2:10, 11

Alleluia. At the name of Jesus every knee should bow, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Alleluia.
Please stand.

L: The Gospel according to Luke 18.

GOSPEL

Luke 18:1-8
2

Jesus told them a parable about the need to always pray and not lose heart: “There was a judge
in a certain town who did not fear God and did not care about people. 3 There was a widow in that
town, and she kept going to him, saying, ‘Give me justice from my adversary!’ 4 For some time he
refused, but after a while he said to himself, ‘Even though I do not fear God or care about
people, 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will give her justice so that she will not
wear me out with her endless pleading.’” 6 The Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge
says. 7 Will not God give justice to his chosen ones, who are crying out to him day and night? Will he
put off helping them? 8 I tell you that he will give them justice quickly. However, when the Son of
Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?”
L: The Gospel of our Lord.

NICENE CREED
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came
down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully
human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was

buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Please be seated.

HYMN
When all I see is the battle
You see my victory
When all I see is the mountain
You see a mountain moved
And as I walk through the shadow
Your love surrounds me
There’s nothing to fear now
For I am safe with You.
So when I fight I’ll fight on my knees
With my hands lifted high
Oh God the battle belongs to You
Every fear I lay at Your feet
I’ll sing through the night
Oh God the battle belongs to You.
And if You are for me
Who can be against me
Jesus there’s nothing
Impossible for You
When all I see are the ashes
You see the beauty
When all I see is a cross
God You see the empty tomb.
So when I fight I’ll fight on my knees
With my hands lifted high
Oh God the battle belongs to You
Every fear I lay at Your feet
I’ll sing through the night
Oh God the battle belongs to You.

“Battle Belongs”

Almighty Fortress You go before us
Nothing can stand against
The power of our God
You shine in the shadows
You win every battle
Nothing can stand against
The power of our God.
Almighty Fortress You go before us
Nothing can stand against
The power of our God
You shine in the shadows
You win every battle
Nothing can stand against
The power of our God.
Almighty Fortress You go before us
Nothing can stand against
The power of our God
You shine in the shadows
You win every battle
Nothing can stand against
The power of our God.
So when I fight I’ll fight on my knees
With my hands lifted high
Oh God the battle belongs to You
Every fear I lay at Your feet
I’ll sing through the night
Oh God the battle belongs to You.
Oh God the battle belongs to You.

SERMON
1 John 5:13-15
“Lord, Increase Our Faith---Demonstrated Through Persistent Prayer”

CREATE IN ME
All sing: Create in me a pure heart, O God,
And renew a right spirit with in me.
Do not cast me away from your presence
Or take your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
And uphold, uphold me with your free Spirit.

Psalm 51

THANK OFFERING

1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 9:6-8

The members of Christ Lutheran join together to do the Lord’s work in Cambridge and throughout the world
in our church body, the WELS. Guests need not feel obligated to participate in this offering
which supports our ministry. You can also make use of online giving through the
VancoMobile app or by going to the church’s website (www.christcambridge.com) and
selecting the “Donate” tab under “About” in the site menu.)
Genesis 32:22-30 gives us an important perspective on stewardship. We might sometimes find ourselves
saying “I can’t.” “We can’t.” What is interesting is how those words were not in Jacob’s vocabulary
anymore. He had gone from being the “Trickster” to the “Struggler.” The Lord never promises an easy
road to the goals he gives us in our lives. Don’t let go of the Lord and his promises. He assures us that his
blessing is upon us even as we limp along in life.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
L: We bless you, O Lord, for your love and mercy to us. You forgive our sins in Jesus and
welcome us into your presence to worship you. You accept us and our prayers. With your
Word and Spirit you supply what we need for our souls. With your open hand you sustain us in
our daily lives.
C: We give thanks to you, O Lord, for you are good; your love endures forever.
L: Give us, O Lord, a spirit of contentment and humility as we live in this world. Our sinful
natures all too easily take the good you have given us and make it the seedbed for the sins of
greed, covetousness, and complacency.
C: Preserve us from these evils that we might continue to live as your children.
L: We pray, O Lord, for those through whom you supply to us what we have: the farmers who
work the fields; the business leaders who use their vision and capital and skills to organize the
enterprises that develop that which we need and use; the workers in factory and office, the
laborers on construction sites, and all others who produce that which we consume.
C: Give them satisfaction in their labors, a sense of godly purpose in all that they
do. Preserve from harm those who labor in dangerous professions. Curb and thwart all those
who would seek to use their positions only to bring evil and ruin. May their hearts be
converted to know you.
L: You establish governments, O Lord, to protect your people and preserve the peace, to
punish the evil and reward the good. We pray for those who carry out the various aspects of
this sometimes very challenging task. Be with our elected officials that they govern with
wisdom and righteousness. Be with those who serve in the judiciary that they exercise sound
judgment. Be with those who administer the state that they do their duties with honesty and
integrity. Protect those who protect us so that they are kept safe. Cause our schools to be
venues of true knowledge and learning.
C: Continue in us an attitude which honors and respects those whom you have placed over us
for our good.
L: O Holy Spirit, you revealed to your servant John the challenges and opposition the church
would face as she waits for our Lord’s return, the fury with which Satan would attack her and

all those who belong to her. We, like believers who have gone before us, see that happening in
the world in which we live. You have promised that the Adversary will not prevail, that we will
be protected, and that the Gospel will continue to bring the elect into our Savior’s fold. Keep
us confident of those assurances so that we continue to hold to the faith you have given us and
carry on the work of proclaiming the Gospel message.
C: Be especially with those who face the loss of life or livelihood because of their
faith. Protect and preserve them for their blessing and your glory.
L: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
L: These and all our prayers we bring before you in the name of our Savior who has taught us
to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER

Luke 11:1-4; Matthew 6:9-13
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT
L: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
L: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to the Lord.
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C: It is good and right so to do.
L: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord,
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who promised
that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd
his flock till he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of
heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Sanctus

1Corinthians 11:23-25
L: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he
had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat;
this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all
of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: (spoken) AMEN

LAMB OF GOD

Agnus Dei

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT
God tells us in the Bible that his Supper is for sinners who are accurately instructed in his word, who examine themselves
by living in repentance, and who recognize the miraculous real presence of Jesus’ body and blood. It is our joy and honor
to use God’s Hoy Word. Therefore, we invite only current members of Christ, (and those from sister WELS and ELS
congregations) come forward to receive the Sacrament at the direction of the ushers. If you have questions, please
speak with Pastor before taking part in the sacrament. He welcomes the chance to study what God says with you. Thank
you so much for honoring God’s Word in this manner.
 One option for preparation is available in the red hymnal on page 156.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN

RISE, MY SOUL, TO WATCH AND PRAY | #472

Song of Simeon

Nunc Dimittis

L: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
C: And his mercy endures forever.
L: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son to share
our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this
sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by
your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: (spoken) AMEN.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
THE LORD’S BLESSING

Numbers 6:24-26

L: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.
C: (spoken) AMEN.

CLOSING HYMN:

BE STILL , MY SOUL| #415 VS. 1, 2

