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WELCOME TO CHRIST!
We are so glad that you joined us to worship our Lord Jesus today, and welcome to our church!
Christ is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS). We have been gathering
around Word and sacrament since 1976. Our pastor would be happy to answer your questions
about our service, our beliefs, or communicant membership in our congregation. Please join us
again soon!

INFORMATION
Our restrooms are located by going to the right out of the sanctuary doors and proceeding down
the hallway. They are at the end of the hallway on the right. There is also a family restroom with a
changing station out the sanctuary doors to the left and around the corner.
We love hearing little ones in God’s house but if you feel like your child needs a moment there are
speakers to hear the service as well as books and toys in the entryway
Our guest register is located in the entryway. Please leave us a record of your visit and we will be
glad to supply you with more information about our church.
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DIVINE SERVICE I
This liturgy, found on page 15 in the blue supplement, is a version of the historic
liturgy of the Christian church.

PASTOR’S WELCOME
OPENING HYMN

ALL DEPENDS ON OUR POSSESSING | # 421

Please Stand.

GATHERING
L: In the name of the Father, and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.
C: (spoken) Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS
L: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our
Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a
sinner.

LORD, HAVE MERCY

Kyrie Eleison

ABSOLUTION
L: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.
C: (spoken) Amen.
L: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

GLORY BE TO GOD

Gloria in Excelsis

All Sing: Glo-ry to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly, King, almighty God and Father,
We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory,
Glory to God in the highest and peace to his people on earth.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world;
Have mercy on us.
You are seated at the right hand of the Father;
Receive our prayer,
Receive our prayer.
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are Lord,
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
With the Holy Spirit in the glory of God the Father.
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Glory to God, glory to God!

PRAYER OF THE DAY
L: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
L: Let us pray.
C: O Lord Jesus Christ, preserve the congregation of believers with your never-failing mercy.
Help us avoid whatever is wicked and harmful, and guide us in the way that leads to our
salvation; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
Please be seated.

THE WORD
FIRST READING
Ecclesiastes 5:10-20
10
Anyone who loves money is never satisfied with money, and anyone who loves wealth is never
satisfied with his income. This too is vanishing vapor. 11 When goods increase, so do those who eat
them. What profit, then, does the owner get, except to see these things with his eyes? 12 The
worker’s sleep is sweet, whether he eats little or much, but a rich person’s abundant possessions
allow him no sleep. 13 I have seen a sickening evil under the sun—wealth hoarded by its owner to
his own harm, 14 or wealth that is lost in a bad investment. Or a man fathers a son, but he has
nothing left in his hand to give him. 15 As he came out from his mother’s womb, so he will go again,
naked as he came. From his hard work he can pick up nothing that he can carry away in his
hand. 16 This too is a sickening evil: Just as he came, so he will go. So what does he gain, he who
works for the wind? 17 Besides this, during all his days he eats in darkness, with great frustration,
sickness, and anger. 18 So then, here is what I have seen to be good: It is beautiful to eat, to drink,

and to look for good in all a person’s hard work which he has done under the sun, during the few
days of his life that God has given him, for that is his reward. 19 Likewise, for everyone to whom
God has given wealth and riches, if God has also given him ability to eat from it, to enjoy his
reward, and to rejoice in the results of his hard work—this is a gift of God, 20 for the man seldom
reflects on the days of his life, since God keeps him busy with the joy in his heart.

PSALM OF THE DAY

Psalm 73 | pg. 94

"Whom have I in heaven but you? And earth has nothing I desire besides you."

SECOND READING
1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19
6
7
But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into the world, and we
certainly cannot take anything out. 8 But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be
satisfied. 9 Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and many foolish and
harmful desires, which plunge them into complete destruction and utter ruin. 10 For the love of
money is a root of all sorts of evils. By striving for money, some have wandered away from the
faith and have pierced themselves with many pains. 17 Instruct those who are rich in this present
age not to be arrogant or to put their hope in the uncertainty of riches, but rather in God, who
richly supplies us with all things for our enjoyment. 18 Instruct them to do good, to be rich in good
works, to be generous and willing to share. 19 In this way they are storing up for themselves the
treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is truly life.

VERSE OF THE DAY

Jeremiah 15:16

Alleluia. Your words became a joy to me, and the delight of my heart. Alleluia.
Please stand.

L: The Gospel according to Luke 16.

GOSPEL
Luke 16:1-13
Jesus also said to his disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager who was accused of
wasting his possessions. 2 The rich man called him in and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about
you? Give an account of your management, because you can no longer be manager.’ 3 “The
manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, since my master is taking away the management position
from me? I am not strong enough to dig. I am ashamed to beg. 4 I know what I will do, so that
when I am removed from my position as manager, people will receive me into their houses.’ 5 “He
called each one of his master’s debtors to him. He asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my
master?’ 6 He said, ‘Six hundred gallons of olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly,
and write three hundred.’ 7 Then he said to another, ‘How much do you owe?’ And he said, ‘Six
hundred bushels of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill and write four hundred and eighty.’
8
“The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly. For the
children of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than the children of
the light are. 9 I tell you, make friends for yourselves with unrighteous mammon, so that when it

runs out, they will welcome you into the eternal dwellings. 10 The person who is faithful with very
little is also faithful with much. And the person who is unrighteous with very little is also
unrighteous with much. 11 So if you have not been faithful with unrighteous mammon, who will
entrust you with what is really valuable? 12 If you have not been faithful with what belongs to
someone else, who will give you something to be your own? 13 No servant can serve two masters.
Indeed, either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise
the other. You cannot serve both God and mammon.”
L: The Gospel of our Lord.

NICENE CREED
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came
down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully
human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Please be seated.

HYMN
Come Thou fount of every blessing
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace
Streams of mercy never ceasing
Call for songs of loudest praise
Teach me some melodious sonnet
Sung by flaming tongues above
Praise the mount, I'm fixed upon it
Mount of Thy redeeming love

“Come, Thou Fount”

Here I raise my Ebenezer
Hither by Thy help I come
And I hope by Thy good pleasure
Safely to arrive at home
Jesus sought me when a stranger
Wandering from the fold of God
He to rescue me from danger
Interposed His precious blood
O, to grace how great a debtor
Daily I'm constrained to be
Let Thy goodness like a fetter
Bind my wandering heart to Thee
Prone to wander, Lord I feel it
Prone to leave the God I love
Here's my heart, Lord take and seal it
Seal it for Thy courts above
Prone to wander, Lord I feel it
Prone to leave the God I love
Here's my heart, Lord take and seal it
Seal it for Thy courts above.

SERMON
1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19
Hard Truth: “Serve God With Money; You Can’t Serve God and Money”

CREATE IN ME

Psalm 51

All sing: Create in me a pure heart, O God,
And renew a right spirit with in me.
Do not cast me away from your presence
Or take your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
And uphold, uphold me with your free Spirit.

THANK OFFERING

1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 9:6-8

The members of Christ Lutheran join together to do the Lord’s work in Cambridge and throughout the world
in our church body, the WELS. Guests need not feel obligated to participate in this offering
which supports our ministry. You can also make use of online giving through the
VancoMobile app or by going to the church’s website (www.christcambridge.com) and
selecting the “Donate” tab under “About” in the site menu.)

1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19
Where is your hope? Paul tells Timothy and us where to find certain and secure hope: “Instruct those
who are rich in this present age not to be arrogant or to put their hope in the uncertainty of riches, but
rather in God, who richly supplies us with all things for our enjoyment. Instruct them to do good, to be
rich in good works, to be generous and willing to share” (Evangelical Heritage Version). The riches we
receive in this life cannot provide a secure hope for the future. Instead of putting hope in wealth, put
your hope in the One who provides the wealth. Do not worship the blessing but worship the hand that
gives the blessing. May we use our blessing of wealth to generously support the gospel mission our
Savior entrusts to us.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
L: Faithful and eternal God, you are timeless and do not change. It is only because of your love
and steadfastness that we are not consumed by your wrath. We praise you for your patience
and forgiveness. Renew us daily by your Spirit that we may make known your Word and your
work in our lives. Keep us from relapsing into sins that arise either because of what we do or
fail to do, understanding that is only when we live in perfect love toward you and those around
us that we fulfill your Law. When our love is less than perfect, remind us that our sin is already
forgiven in Jesus.
C: Remember us with favor, O God, and hear our prayer.
L: Lord Jesus, you encourage each of us to give ourselves fully to your work, assuring us that
our labor in you is not in vain. Be with us as we go about the various responsibilities to which
you have called us. Do not let the setbacks and disappointments we experience discourage
us. We ask your special blessing upon those who serve as leaders in your kingdom, whether as
called servants or lay people. Keep alive in them the desire to serve you and those for whom
you have died.
C: Remember us with favor, O God, and hear our prayer.
L: Lord of the nations, the conflicts in the Middle East remain a regular item in the
news. While we share the sentiments of those who are distressed by the ongoing carnage, we
are more greatly saddened by the reality that, even though many might not be under the rule
of those who practice a radical Islam, they still are not truly free. They remain spiritually
enslaved in a religion that has no Savior. Cause your Word to be proclaimed to them that they
might know and believe the Gospel of their salvation, that they may have true peace and
freedom.
C: Remember us with favor, O God, and hear our prayer.
L: Lord of the church, watch over your people who are living in places where they are
persecuted because of their faith in you. Preserve them from harm. Send your angels to
protect them from those who would deprive them of their lives and livelihoods. Enable them
to be your lights shining in the darkness of unbelief and false belief so that those for whom you
have died might come to know you as their Savior.
C: Remember us with favor, O God, and hear our prayer.
L: O Holy Spirit, classes at Martin Luther College and Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary, our
ministerial training schools, have been in session for several weeks now. We thank you for all

the students who have returned to continue their studies and for the new ones who have
joined them. Be with them as they continue to prepare for full-time work in your kingdom.
Enable them to grow in wisdom and knowledge. Continue to fill them with your spirit. Bless
the professors who instruct them that they may see the fruits of their labors.
C: Remember us with favor, O God, and hear our prayer.
L: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
L: Lord Jesus, you have promised us that whatever we ask the Father in your name, he will give
us. Cause all our petitions to be fully in agreement with your will that they may be pleasing to
him, just as the ones are that you have taught us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER

Luke 11:1-4; Matthew 6:9-13
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT
L: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
L: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to the Lord.
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C: It is good and right so to do.
L: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord,
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who promised
that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd
his flock till he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of
heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Sanctus

1Corinthians 11:23-25
L: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he
had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat;
this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all
of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: (spoken) AMEN

LAMB OF GOD

Agnus Dei

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT
God tells us in the Bible that his Supper is for sinners who are accurately instructed in his word, who examine themselves
by living in repentance, and who recognize the miraculous real presence of Jesus’ body and blood. It is our joy and honor
to use God’s Hoy Word. Therefore, we invite only current members of Christ, (and those from sister WELS and ELS
congregations) come forward to receive the Sacrament at the direction of the ushers. If you have questions, please
speak with Pastor before taking part in the sacrament. He welcomes the chance to study what God says with you. Thank
you so much for honoring God’s Word in this manner.
 One option for preparation is available in the red hymnal on page 156.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN

IF GOD HIMSELF BE FOR ME | #419

Song of Simeon

Nunc Dimittis

L: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
C: And his mercy endures forever.
L: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son to share
our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this
sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by
your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: (spoken) AMEN.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
THE LORD’S BLESSING

Numbers 6:24-26

L: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.
C: (spoken) AMEN.

CLOSING HYMN:

WHAT IS THE WORLD TO ME | #477

