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WELCOME TO CHRIST!  

We are so glad that you joined us to worship our Lord Jesus today, and welcome to our church! 

Christ is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS). We have been gathering 

around Word and sacrament since 1976. Our pastor would be happy to answer your questions 

about our service, our beliefs, or communicant membership in our congregation. Please join us 

again soon! 

INFORMATION 

 Our restrooms are located by going to the right out of the sanctuary doors and proceeding down 

the hallway. They are at the end of the hallway on the right. There is also a family restroom with a 

changing station out the sanctuary doors to the left and around the corner. 

We love hearing little ones in God’s house but if you feel like your child needs a moment there are 

speakers to hear the service as well as books and toys in the entryway 

Our guest register is located in the entryway. Please leave us a record of your visit and we will be 

glad to supply you with more information about our church. 
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PASTOR’S WELCOME 

OPENING HYMN                                            A HYMN OF GLORY LET US SING |  #171 vs. 1-3   

Please Stand. 

GATHERING 

L: In the name of the Father, and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: (spoken) Amen.  

CONFESSION OF SINS 

L: Fellow loved ones of Christ: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 

our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 

good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry 

for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have   mercy on me, a 

sinner.  

 LORD, HAVE MERCY                                                               Kyrie Eleison  

  

 

  

 

 

 

ABSOLUTION   

L: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: (spoken) Amen. 

L: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 
 DIVINE SERVICE I                           

This liturgy, found on page 15 in the blue supplement, is a version of the historic    

liturgy of the Christian church. 



 GLORY BE TO GOD                                                         Gloria in Excelsis 

 All Sing: Glo-ry to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly, King, almighty God and Father, 
We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory, 
Glory to God in the highest and peace to his people on earth. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world; 
Have mercy on us. 
You are seated at the right hand of the Father;  
Receive our prayer,  
Receive our prayer. 
 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are Lord, 
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
With the Holy Spirit in the glory of God the Father. 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
Glory to God, glory to God! 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

L: The Lord be with you. 
 C: And also with you.  
 
 L: Let us pray. 
C: O God, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world from the despair of 

death. By his resurrection to life, grant your faithful people gladness of heart and the 
hope of eternal joys; through your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen  

 
 Please be seated. 

 T H E  W O R D   
FIRST READING                                                                                    Acts 1:1-11 
I wrote my first book, Theophilus, about everything Jesus began doing and teaching 2 until the day he 
was taken up, after he had given instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had 
chosen. 3 After he had suffered, he presented himself alive to the apostles with many convincing 
proofs. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and told them things about the kingdom of 
God. 4 Once, when he was eating with them, he commanded them, “Do not depart from Jerusalem, 
but wait for what the Father promised, which you heard from me. 5 For John baptized with water, but 
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 6 So when they were together with 
him, they asked, “Lord, is this the time when you are going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said 
to them, “It is not for you to know the times or seasons that the Father has set by his own 



authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9 After he said these 
things, he was taken up while they were watching, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 They 
were looking intently into the sky as he went away. Suddenly, two men in white clothes stood beside 
them. 11 They said, “Men of Galilee, why are you standing here looking up into the sky? This same 
Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen 
him go into heaven.” 

 

 PSALM OF THE DAY                                              Psalm 47  |  pg. 85 
We praise our ascended and reigning Lord.  

  

  

SECOND READING                                                                                Ephesians 1:16-23 
16 I never stop giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. 17 I keep praying that the God of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, will give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation in knowing 
Christ fully. 18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you may know the hope 
to which he has called you, just how rich his glorious inheritance among the saints is, 19 and just how 
surpassingly great his power is for us who believe. 20 It is as great as the working of his mighty 
strength, which God worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right 
hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule, authority, power, and dominion, and above every 
name that is given, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22 God also placed all things under 
his feet and made him head over everything for the church. 23 The church is his body, the fullness of 
him who fills everything in every way. 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY                                                                                                          Luke 24:32 
Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. Our hearts were burning within us 

while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us. Alleluia.  

Please stand. 

  

L: The Gospel according to Luke 24.  

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL                                                                                                                           Luke 24:44-53 
44 He said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you: Everything must 
be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms.” 45 Then he 
opened their minds to understand the Scriptures. 46 He said to them, “This is what is written and so it 
must be: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and repentance and 
forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are 
witnesses of these things. 49 Look, I am sending you what my Father promised. But stay in the city 
until you are clothed with power from on high.” 50 He led them out as far as the vicinity of Bethany. He 
lifted up his hands and blessed them. 51 And while he was blessing them, he parted from them and 



was taken up into heaven. 52 So they worshipped him and returned to Jerusalem with great 
joy. 53 They were continually in the temple courts, praising and blessing God. Amen.  
 

L: The Gospel of our Lord. 
  

 
  

 

NICENE CREED 
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being 
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came 
down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully 
human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 Please be seated. 

YOUTH HYMN                Children of the Heavenly Father | #449  

SERMON    Acts 1:1-11 

Hope for Fear and Sadness: “He Will Return” 

 

CREATE IN ME                                                                          Psalm 51 

All sing: Create in me a pure heart, O God,  
And renew a right spirit with in me. 
Do not cast me away from your presence  
Or take your Holy Spirit from me.  
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,  
And uphold, uphold me with your free Spirit. 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/le9216N-rC0
https://youtu.be/le9216N-rC0


THANK OFFERING                                                     1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 9:6-8             

The members of Christ Lutheran join together to do the Lord’s work in Cambridge and throughout the world 
in our church body, the WELS. Guests need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which 
supports our ministry. (Due to COVID19 the offering plate will not be 
passed around. If you would like to make a donation please place your 
offering in the basket by the doors to the sanctuary. You can also make use 
of online giving through the giveplus app or by going to the church’s website (www.christcambridge.com) 
and selecting the “Donate” tab under “About” in the site menu.)  
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

L:   Ascended Lord, we praise you this day for your love and mercy toward us.  You have not 
abandoned us to live in this sinful world without you.  You rule over all things for the benefit of 
your people.  You listen to our prayers and intercede with the Father on our behalf.  You fill us 
with your life and Spirit.  You give us joy and peace even in times of trial and tribulation. 
C:  Renew a steadfast spirit within us.  Like the early disciples, enable us to be about the work 
you have given us to do as we await the fulfillment of your promises to us.  Protect us from all 
spiritual danger and harm.  Transform us to love you and one another as you have loved us. 
  
L:  Lord of the church, yesterday graduates from our college received their first calls to full-time 
work in your kingdom.  We thank you that you have moved the hearts of these individuals to 
dedicate their lives to you in this way.  Be with them as they go to their first fields of labor. Give 
them confidence that you will be with them in all things.  
C:  Enable those congregations to which they have been called to receive them with 
love.  Grant that their labors in those places may be ones of mutual benefit and blessing. 

  
L:   Ruler of Nations, we pray to you on behalf of those people in this world who live in 
countries with ungodly or godless governments.  The evils they suffer can be horrific: lives of 
want while their leaders live in luxury; constant fear that someone might report them for an 
inadvertent lapse in their language that will cause them to be imprisoned or executed.  The 
worst evil of all: they are kept from knowing you and your Word and therefore have no 
salvation or comfort 
C:  Look with pity on those victims of evil.  Curb the wickedness of those who rule over 
them.  Ease their suffering.  Most importantly, allow your Gospel to be preached to them that 
they might know the truth and be saved. 
 

 L:   Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
  

L:   Dear Savior, you live forever to make intercession for the saints.  As you have promised, hear us 
when we call to you and cause the prayer you have taught us to be acceptable at the throne of 
grace:  

 

 

 

 

http://www.christcambridge.com/


LORD’S PRAYER                                                                       Luke 11:1-4; Matthew 6:9-13 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.  
 

 HYMN                                                                                CROWN HIM WITH MANY CROWNS |  #341 

 

T H E  S A C R A M E N T   
L: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

L: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
L: It is good and right so to do. 

L: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you  thanks, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lived among 
us as a human being and revealed his glory as your only Son, full of grace and truth. 
Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and 
join their glorious song: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                                     Sanctus 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WORDS OF INSTITUTION                                      1Corinthians 11:23-25  

L: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples,  saying, “Take and eat; 

this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 

of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: (spoken) AMEN 

LAMB OF GOD                                                                                         Agnus Dei 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT  

God tells us in the Bible that his Supper is for sinners who are accurately instructed in his word, who examine themselves 

by living in repentance, and who recognize the miraculous real presence of Jesus’ body and blood. It is our joy and honor 

to use God’s Hoy Word.  Therefore, we invite only current members of Christ, (and those from sister WELS and ELS 

congregations) come forward to receive the Sacrament at the direction of the ushers. If you have  questions, please 

speak with Pastor before taking part in the sacrament. He welcomes the chance to study what God says with you. Thank 

you so much for honoring God’s Word in this manner.  

 One option for preparation is available in the red hymnal on page 156. 



 Song of Simeon                                                                       Nunc Dimittis 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

L: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

C: And his mercy endures forever. 

L: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son to share 

our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this 

sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by 

your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 C: (spoken) AMEN. 
  

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

 

THE LORD’S BLESSING                                                    Numbers 6:24-26  

L: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and   give you peace. 

C: (spoken) AMEN. 
  

CLOSING HYMN:                                                                A HYMN OF GLORY LET US SING |  #171 vs. 4-6 

https://youtu.be/2xBiHTR0GZI

