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WELCOME TO CHRIST!  

We are so glad that you joined us to worship our Lord Jesus today, and welcome to our church! 

Christ is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS). We have been gathering 

around Word and sacrament since 1976. Our pastor would be happy to answer your questions 

about our service, our beliefs, or communicant membership in our congregation. Please join us 

again soon! 

INFORMATION 

 Our restrooms are located by going to the right out of the sanctuary doors and proceeding down 

the hallway. They are at the end of the hallway on the right. There is also a family restroom with a 

changing station out the sanctuary doors to the left and around the corner. 

We love hearing little ones in God’s house but if you feel like your child needs a moment there are 

speakers to hear the service as well as books and toys in the entryway 

Our guest register is located in the entryway. Please leave us a record of your visit and we will be 

glad to supply you with more information about our church. 
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PASTOR’S WELCOME 

OPENING HYMN                                                        SING A NEW SONG TO THE LORD |  #245   

Please Stand. 

GATHERING 

L: In the name of the Father, and of the Son  and of the Holy   Spirit.  

C: (sings) Amen.  

CONFESSION OF SINS 

L: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, 

asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you 

in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For 

this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and 

trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.     

LORD, HAVE MERCY                                                               Kyrie Eleison  

  

 

  

 

 

 

ABSOLUTION   

L: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: (sings) Amen. 

L: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

  COMMON SERVICE                       
This liturgy, found on page 15 in the red hymnal, is a version of the      

historic liturgy of the Christian church. 



 GLORY BE TO GOD                                                         Gloria in Excelsis 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

L: The Lord be with you. 
 C: (sings) And also with you.  
 L:Let us pray. 
C: O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with your word of 
peace. Come to us also by your Word and sacrament, and banish our fears with the 
comforting assurance of your abiding presence; for you live and reign with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: (sings) Amen  



 Please be seated. 

 T H E  W O R D   

FIRST READING                                                                            Acts 11:19-26 
19 Now those who had been scattered by the persecution that took place at the time of Stephen 

traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, speaking the word to no one except Jews. 20 But 

there were some men from Cyprus and Cyrene who came to Antioch and also began to speak to the 

Greeks, preaching the good news about the Lord Jesus. 21 The Lord’s hand was with them, and a large 

number of people believed and turned to the Lord. 22 A report about this reached the ears of the 

church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to go on to Antioch. 23 When he arrived and saw God’s 

grace, he was glad and encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord with devoted hearts. 24 He was 

a good man who was full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a large number of people were added to the 

Lord. 25 Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul. 26 When he found him, he brought him to 

Antioch. So for a whole year they met with the church and taught a large number of people. It was in 

Antioch that the disciples were first called Christians. 

 

 PSALM OF THE DAY                                              Psalm 98 |  pg. 103 
“Hear and sing the encouragement from and to each other to keep a song to the Lord in your  
hearts and on your lips.” 
 

 
 
 
  

SECOND READING                                                                                     1 John 4:1-11 
Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see if they are from God, for many false 

prophets have gone out into the world. 2 This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit 

who confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3 and every spirit who does not 

confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard is coming and 

is already in the world. 4 You are from God, dear children, and you have overcome the false 

prophets, because the one in you is greater than the one in the world. 5 They are from the world. That 

is why they speak from a worldly perspective and the world listens to them. 6 We are from God. The 

one who knows God listens to us, but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. That is how we 

can distinguish between the spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 7 Dear friends, let us love one 

another, because love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows 

God. 8 The one who does not love has not known God, because God is love. 9 This is how God’s love 

for us was revealed: God has sent his only-begotten Son into the world so that we may live through 

him. 10 This is love: not that we have loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, if God loved us so much, we also should love one 

another. 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY                                                                                                     John 14:23 
Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. If anyone loves me, he will obey my 

teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. Alleluia. 

 



Please stand. 

  

L: Our Savior meets us in the Gospel according to John 20.  

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL                                                                                                                         John 15:9-17 
9 “As the Father has loved me, so also I have loved you. Remain in my love. 10 If you hold on to my 

commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have held on to my Father’s commands and remain in 

his love. 11 I have told you these things so that my joy would continue to be in you and that your joy 

would be complete. 12 “This is my command: Love one another as I have loved you. 13 No one has 

greater love than this: that someone lays down his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if you 

continue to do the things I instruct you. 15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not 

know what his master is doing. But I have called you friends, because everything that I heard from 

my Father, I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you 

to go and bear fruit, fruit that will endure, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask in my 

name. 17 These things I am instructing you, so that you love one another. 

 

L: The Gospel of our Lord. 
  

 
  

 

APOSTLE’S CREED 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,  and was buried. He 

descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and 

is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  From there he will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

Please be seated. 

YOUTH HYMN                   More Than Conquerors 

 

 

https://youtu.be/2p8_4NbrcKA


 

SERMON    Acts 11:19-26 

Hope for Fear and Sadness:  “The Church Grows” 

 

CREATE IN ME                                                                          Psalm 51 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please be seated. 

 

THANK OFFERING                                                     1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 9:6-8             

The members of Christ Lutheran join together to do the Lord’s work in Cambridge and throughout the world 
in our church body, the WELS. Guests need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which 
supports our ministry. (Due to COVID19 the offering plate will not be 
passed around. If you would like to make a donation please place your 
offering in the basket by the doors to the sanctuary. You can also make use 
of online giving through the giveplus app or by going to the church’s website (www.christcambridge.com) 
and selecting the “Donate” tab under “About” in the site menu.)  
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

L:   “My Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.”  Heavenly Father, that is the 
promise your Son gave to his disciples the night before he died for our sins. He knew what we 
would be facing as we lived in this world and that we would need what only you can supply.   It 
is why he himself prayed for us and promised to send his Holy Spirit to comfort and intercede 
for us. 
C:  We thank you for all that you have given to us: Word and Sacrament to bring us to and 
keep us in the faith, strength to face challenges, comfort when we have been saddened, 
forgiveness and restoration when we have fallen, joy through the beauty and blessings you 
bestow on us; peace in the knowledge that you hold us and our lives securely in your hands. 
  

https://youtu.be/pNTsPoJUoYA
https://youtu.be/pNTsPoJUoYA
http://www.christcambridge.com/


L:   Son of Mary and Son of God, you were blessed with a mother’s love during your time here 
on earth.  She nurtured, cared for, and trained you during your formative years.  Though she 
didn’t always understand your ministry, she was there at your cross when you died for our sins 
and the sins of the world.  You showed your love and respect for her by the words you spoke to 
her there.  
C:  We thank you for the mothers you have given us.  Bless mothers everywhere.  Strengthen 
them for the challenges they face as they carry out their responsibilities and let them find joy 
and satisfaction in their calling.  Fill them with love for you, for your Word, and for those 
whom you have placed into their lives that they may fulfill their roles in ways that give glory 
to you.  Give to us and others hearts that always honor them and you for the blessings you 
provide through them. 
  
L:   Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, it is the month for commencements, students completing their 
college educations and embarking on the next stage of their earthly journeys.  COVID makes 
such events different again this year, but it doesn’t eliminate them. Graduates will celebrate 
and their families will celebrate with them.  We thank you that you continue to let knowledge 
grow and increase. 
C:  We ask you to give the graduates a sense of wonder and amazement, not at what they 
have done but at what you have done.  May their studies, if they have not already done so, 
lead them to understand that there is still more, that which only you can supply.  Enable them 
to use the skills and knowledge they have acquired to serve your purposes. 
  
L:   Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
  
L:   May the words of our mouths and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable as we pray 
that which you have taught us:   

 

LORD’S PRAYER                                                                       Luke 11:1-4; Matthew 6:9-13 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.  
  

HYMN                                                                                                      CHRIST IS WITH ME |  #761 

PRAYER 
L: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them, 
read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted by your holy 
Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: (sings) Amen.  

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

 

https://youtu.be/b3TCT-Ielv8


 
THE LORD’S BLESSING                                                    Numbers 6:24-26  

L: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and   give you peace. 

  

  

CLOSING HYMN:                                                                     WHAT A FRIEND WE HAVE IN JESUS |  #411 


