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http://www.christcambridge.com/


2 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WEDNESDAY 6:30pm  Zoom Bible Class 

SUNDAY            9:00am  Worship w/ Holy Communion 

 

THIS WEEK AT CHRIST | NOVEMBER 9 — NOVEMBER 15 

CHURCH INFORMATION 

Pastor  Sam Biebert Church Office     763.689.5333 

Contact Information ChristCambridgePastor@gmail.com       Webpage   www.christcambridge.com 

701.471.0341 (cell) 
  

Information to help you stay connected and get involved! 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

TODAY!  Find out how you can take advantage of the SCRIP program. Buy gift cards from your favorite brands 
to use for your daily purchases (groceries, gas, dining, entertainment) and earn $$$ for our work here at 
Christ. It’s a WIN-WIN! Stick around after the service to get more information! 
 

Forward in Christ The November issue of our Synod’s publication of Forward in Christ is now available.  
Please grab one from the table in the entryway.  
 

Bible Class  Check it out! Bible Class will resume this week with Judges 8. A zoom link will be sent out for class 
which will take place on Wednesday at 6:30. We are looking at the book of Judges and the historical setting of it 
as well as the present-day application of it. 
 

Sunday School  Packets are available to pick up for your children. Please make sure to grab one. If you have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to ask. Thank you for working with us to keep this very important aspect of 
growing in faith going.  
 
 

  

“ H e r e  a m  I .  S e n d  m e ! ”    
Isaiah 6:8  

 
   

Ushers: Dan G., Michael G., Tom      

Counters:  Sean, Emma 

Cleaners: Tom & Karen P., Barry & Grace S. 

  

S A V E  T H E S E  D A T E S  
 
   

Thanksgiving Worship – Wednesday, November 25 at 6:30pm 

Advent Worship – Wednesday, December 2, 9, 16 @ 6:30pm  
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MEDITATION ON 
THE MINISTRY OF THE KEYS 

 
Opening Hymn – “Day of Wrath, Oh, Day of Mourning” (Christian Worship #209) 
  
 
(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism) 

In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: 
God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 
 
If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness,  
We lie and do not live by the truth. 
 
If we claim to be without sin,  
We deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
 
Confession of Sin 
Father, I have sinned against you and am no longer worthy to be called your child. Yet in 
mercy you sacrificed your only Son to purge away my guilt. For his sake O God, be merciful 
to me a sinner, and in the joy of your Holy Spirit let me serve you all my days. 
 
Silence for personal examination and confession. 
 
 

Absolution 
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness. Upon this, your confession, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 
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Daniel sees a vision of the Last Judgment that is filled with fire and thrones and books. God the Father is seated on his 
throne with fire beneath him and flowing out from him—fire that metes out punishment for the unrighteous but refines 
believers like gold with the dross removed. Who doesn’t shudder when he sees Daniel’s vision of God and then hears the 
somber statement, “The books were opened”? Being mindful of the coming judgment means knowing that one day the 
books will be opened, and God will judge us according to what is in them. But look carefully: there is not just one throne 
here! Daniel said “thrones” were set in place. See who else is at the judgment. The Son of God has a throne there (Psalm 
110). So do the apostles (Mt 19:28). Yes, the same Jesus who died for us will be there to advocate for us; the same 
apostles who preached Jesus Christ risen for the forgiveness of sins will be there to call us part of their Church. Look at 
Revelation 20:11-15 and see the rest of the story. There are two kinds of books: books of deeds that record what each 
person has done, and a book that holds only names. Unbelievers are judged on the basis of their deeds, but believers are 
judged on the simple fact that their names are written in the book of life. When we are mindful of that, we can rejoice 
and look forward to the end of this age when we will reign with Christ in glory. 
First Lesson: Daniel 7:9,10 
9 I continued to watch until thrones were set up, and the Ancient of Days was seated. His 
clothing was white as snow, and the hair on his head was like pure wool. His throne was 
flames of fire. Its wheels were blazing fire. 10 A river of fire flowed out from his presence. 
Thousands upon thousands served him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before 
him. The court was seated, and books were opened. 
 
Being mindful of the judgment means living according to God’s Word, not according to what the world says. The world 
tells itself again and again not to worry about God and his judgment. Peace and safety are its watchwords. Regardless of 
what the world says, the judgment is most certainly coming. When it comes on the world, it will be like a woman in 
labor—sudden, unstoppable, irreversible. Paul reminds us to be mindful of the coming judgment by living alert and self-
controlled lives. We are believers and are as different from unbelievers as sheep are from goats, as day is from night. So 
let’s live like it! We have been appointed to receive salvation, so let’s live as sons of the light and sons of the day. Leave 
the deeds of darkness for this dark world whose cries of “Peace!” and “Safety!” will not stop the judgment from 
overtaking them. 
Second Lesson: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
Concerning the times and dates, brothers, there is no need to write to you, 2 for you 
yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3 When 
people are saying, “Peace and security,” destruction will suddenly come on them, like labor 
pains on a pregnant woman, and they will certainly not escape. 4 But you, brothers, are not in 
the dark so that this day takes you by surprise like a thief, 5 for you are all sons of the light and 
sons of the day. We do not belong to the night or the darkness. 6 So then let us not sleep like 
everyone else, but rather let us remain alert and sober.7 To be sure, those who sleep, sleep at 
night, and those who get drunk, get drunk at night. 8 But since we belong to the day, let us be 
sober, putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet. 9 You 
see, God did not appoint us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 10 He died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with 
him. 11 Therefore, encourage one another and build each other up, just as you are also doing. 
 
VERSE OF THE DAY 
Alleluia. Watch, therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. Alleluia. 
(Matthew 24:42) 
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The Son of Man came once as a humble baby, but will return as a glorious king with angel armies at his side. He will sit 
on his throne, and all the nations will be brought before him to be judged. In this judgment, there are no shades of gray: 
you are either a sheep or a goat—there is no third option. You will either be judged righteous and brought to heaven or 
condemned and sent into eternal fire. In our present world we see so many shades of gray, but at the judgment the 
contrast between believer and unbeliever will be stark. Jesus’ judgment on unbelievers will be a just one, yet completely 
opposite of what he had wanted. Hell was never meant for humans; it had been prepared for the devil and his angels. 
When children of Adam are sent to hell on Judgment Day, they will enter a realm never meant for them. From the 
creation of the world, God had prepared an inheritance for the sons of Adam, a kingdom that becomes ours not by merit, 
but by grace. Both sheep and goats fail to see how their earthly lives could possibly merit their eternal fate. In fact, they 
speak the same words. The contrast, however, is stark: the sheep had faith in Christ that gave evidence of itself in the 
world; the goats had neither faith nor true fruits. Both receive an eternal judgment—life for the sheep and punishment 
for the goats. Lord, keep us mindful of your coming judgment that we might be found in faith, judged by your grace, and 
gifted with eternal life! 
Gospel Reading: Matthew 25:31-46 
31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his 
glorious throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered in his presence, and he will separate them 
one from another, as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will put the sheep 
on his right and the goats on his left. 34 Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you 
who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me food to eat. I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink. I was a stranger and you welcomed me. 36 I was lacking clothes and you 
clothed me. I was sick and you took care of me. I was in prison and you visited me.’37 “Then the 
righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give 
you a drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or lacking clothes and clothe 
you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’40 “The King will answer them, 
‘Amen I tell you: Just as you did it for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did it for 
me.’41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the 
eternal fire, which is prepared for the Devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you did not 
give me food to eat. I was thirsty and you did not give me anything to drink. 43 I was a stranger 
and you did not welcome me, lacking clothes and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and 
you did not take care of me.’44 “Then they will also answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry 
or thirsty or a stranger or lacking clothes or sick or in prison and did not serve you?’45 “At that 
time he will answer them, ‘Amen I tell you: Just as you did not do it for one of the least of 
these, you did not do it for me.’ 46 And they will go away to eternal punishment, but the 
righteous to eternal life.” 
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Sermon on Matthew 25:31-46 

Theme: “Understand Judgment” 

Click Here For Message   

SORRY! No Children’s Message Video This Week 

Theme: “Understand Judgment”  

Judgment is a strange thing and people have a very hard time with it. There are times when we are very okay 
with it and there are times when we are not. A good example of this truth is with the most recent Supreme 
court justice confirmation. The country was very divided over her confirmation to the highest court in our 
country. A large part of that reason is because there was division over how she would handle and treat the 
laws and how she may impact decisions and judgments.  

Judgment is strange thing because for many of us it comes down to personal feelings about something rather 
than general truth about an individual or a topic. It is strange because no one has a problem with making 
judgments, in fact we love to make judgments. We make hundreds of them on a daily basis. What makes 
judgment so strange and so difficult is while we are fine and okay with making them, we really don’t like it one 
bit when others make them about us. When others make them about us we can lash out, we can become 
offended and we can even distort words of God to say this is wrong. “Judge not” we say as a sort of way to tell 
others to stay out of our life and to mind their own business. 

So, what is the deal with Judgment? Is it appropriate to make them? Are there okay judgments to make here 
on earth? Finally, how does this all relate to what we are focusing on this morning, namely the last judgment, 
the day when all will be judged in a final and irreversible judgment for all eternity to either heaven or hell? 
This day will come whether we want it to or not, so understanding judgment becomes extremely important 
for each one of us. It is important because this day will come for all those near and dear to us just as certainly 
as it will come for us. This is why I pray you hear the words before us for what they are, not the words of a 
human no better than anyone else, but the words of God who wants you and I to understand judgment. Let’s 
listen once more: 

31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his glorious 
throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as 
a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his 
left. 34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your 
inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you 
gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 
invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison 
and you came to visit me.’ 37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and 
feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, 
or needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ 40 “The 
King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, 
you did for me.’ 41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the 
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was 
thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes 
and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.’ 44 “They also will 
answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, 
and did not help you?’ 45 “He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of 

https://youtu.be/P3obHQPu34w
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these, you did not do for me.’ 46 “Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to 
eternal life.” 

A few things are important here. Excuses don’t fly in God’s judgment. We can try to argue all we want that 
God’s judgment is wrong or that he is basing it off of something he should not be, but it will do no good. God’s 
judgment is based off of his terms and not our views or feelings of his terms. This is clearly seen as both 
groups are confused because his judgments seem to not make sense. What good have I done? The righteous 
reply. Confused because they knew actions could not open heaven’s doors. But they did what they did as 
sheep, followers of Christ and it is Christ who is seen through their actions.  The goats are just as confused 
though. What do you mean Lord? You can even just about hear their reply, I was a good person, I did all sorts 
of things. But those things were not done for others, they were done for themselves to try and earn their own 
righteousness, a righteousness that can never be earned. They were done for themselves because they did not 
want to be connected with Christ. They wanted their own way and so they are judged accordingly.  

We can think what we want about Jesus’ judgment but it won’t change the clear judgment of Jesus. In bringing 
up the same actions to both groups and the questions about the actions from both groups it is clear the action 
is not what Jesus is judging. The attitude behind the action is, the motivation for the action is the source of 
judgment. Where the actions motivated by faith or unbelief is the deciding question. 

The other thing that is certain is this day before the judge will come. It will come for you, me and for all. So it is 
important to know how to prepare ourselves and others for the Judge. What does this mean about how we 
share God’s Word to prepare others and what does it mean for how we prepare to meet the judge? 

All nations will be gathered before him. No one will be excluded, young and old, those of every nation and 
race. It doesn’t matter what one person thinks about that final day, whether they think it will happen or not. 
Understanding Jesus’ words here means Christians have a job to do as we wait for that day. We have the 
privilege of showing Christ to others through actions of kindness. The privilege of clothing, feeding, visiting and 
tending to others needs as though we are serving Christ himself.  

But there is also more, if we only make it about our actions we are doing others no real good for it is clear the 
actions are not what the Judge is concerned about but the attitude behind the actions. This is why it is so 
important to not just show actions but to also show the judge.  

What becomes extremely important to this day of judgment is knowing the demands of the judge and 
explaining those demands. This judge is no slouch and this judge takes the position seriously. There is no way 
to bribe this judge and there is no way to try and work yourself into his good graces other than one way. Give 
the judge no reason to condemn you. None. If you do that, if you have been perfect, your day in court will be 
worry free. Uh-oh. That is the naïve response to that but the real response should be closer to terror, shame 
and despair. We are doomed and we are damned under this judge if we are to stand before him alone. And do 
you know what? This needs to be told. This needs to be studied and we need to strive to understand this to 
the best of our ability. It is so important to open God’s law and let the full weight of it hit us square between 
the shoulders and cause each and every one of our legs to buckle under its weight. We have to start here and 
know this deserved sentence and by ourselves, the sentence is simply, “Away from me you get to share in the 
fires prepared for the devil because you desire separation from me just as he did.” 

We must start here so we can have real gratitude which shows itself in action! Huh?! How does that make any 
sense? Well, in the Word of God, we are given a confirmation hearing of sorts. God shows himself to us. He 
shows us a promise of how he will judge and he shows us his past Judgments. He shows us the courtroom of 
the cross where, despite our deserved sentence, Jesus steps in as an advocate on our behalf and took our 
judgment, our sentence of guilty. Through this judgment you and I are not guilty but perfect justice is still 
served. We have already been judged, and so have our sins. Jesus heard the sentence of “GUILTY” because of 
them and we hear a declaration of “JUST” through faith in him. There is no guessing, there is no matter of 
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personal opinion or trying to understand what was intended at the time of writing and if it might be different 
now for you or me. He has judged, the deed is done. What is left? In this understanding of the Judge, we 
thankfully get to work showing our thanks to others in speech and action, looking forward to our day in court 
because there is no guessing with this Judge and we know exactly what to expect. Eternal life awaits. Amen. 
                

Offering: (Though we are not meeting together at this time please do not forget the 

opportunity to give back what is rightfully God’s with respect to what he has given us. 

Offerings can be mailed or dropped off at church. You can also make use of online giving 

through the giveplus app or by going to the church’s website (www.christcambridge.com) and 

selecting the “Donate” tab under “About” in the site menu.) 

Prayer: 

We begin and end another day in your name, O Lord. We thank you for the mercy and love 
you have shown us. You have supplied all our needs. You have strengthened us when we were 
weak. You have humbled us when we were tempted by pride. You have forgiven all our sins. 
You have also brought us closer to that day when your Son will return to judge the world. Keep 
alive in us an awareness of the truth that he is coming again. It is all too easy for us to become 
lazy in the exercise of our faith. You have promised that it will be good for that servant whose 
master finds him doing what he is supposed to when he returns. Fill us with your Spirit that we 
make the most of the opportunities you give us. 

 

Lord of the nations, we thank you for those whose service in our armed forces have preserved 
for us the freedoms that we enjoy today, especially the freedom to worship you. 
Be with those who still deal with the wounds they suffered in battle. Strengthen and heal 
them as only you can. Be with their families to bless and keep them. Enable those who leave 
the military after their tour of duty is ended to transition again to civilian life that they may 
enjoy the liberties for which they have fought. Fill the citizens of this country with an attitude 
of honor and respect for those have carried out this challenging responsibility. 

  
Be with our nation, O Lord, as we move on from the election this past Tuesday. Give humility 
and wisdom to those who have won at the ballot box so that they exercise their 
responsibilities properly and for the benefit of all. Be with those who lost, enabling them to 
continue to serve their fellow citizens in ways other than through elected office. 
Be with the people of our land. The election is over. Now comes the more difficult task of 
enabling those who had differences of opinion and view to live in peace with those with whom 
they disagree. Pour out your Spirit on those who know you that they may share with others 
that all are loved by you and have been redeemed by our Savior. Let that message heal 
wounds and divisions. 
 

http://www.christcambridge.com/
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Give ear, O Lord, to the private prayers and petitions of our hearts. 
 

Private Petitions 

 

These and all our petitions we bring before you in the name of our Savior who has taught us to 
pray: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Children’s Message 

 

BLESSING: 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn: “The Day Is Surely Drawing Near” (Christian Worship #207) 
  


