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TUESDAY 5:00pm  Adult Discipleship Meeting 

 5:30pm  Church Council Meeting 

WEDNESDAY 6:30pm  Zoom Bible Class 

SUNDAY            9:00am  Worship 

 

THIS WEEK AT CHRIST | NOVEMBER 16 — NOVEMBER 22 

CHURCH INFORMATION 

Pastor  Sam Biebert Church Office     763.689.5333 

Contact Information ChristCambridgePastor@gmail.com       Webpage   www.christcambridge.com 

701.471.0341 (cell) 
  

Information to help you stay connected and get involved! 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Bible Class  Check it out! A zoom link will be sent out for Bible Class which will take place on Wednesday at 6:30. 
We are looking at the book of Judges and the historical setting of it as well as the present-day application of it. 
 

Missions Thanks, in part, to the proceeds from our recent Fall Bazaar, the Women of Christ was able to support 
the WELS Pakistan and Prison Ministries with gifts of $250. What a blessing! 
 

Sunday School  Packets are available to pick up for your children. Please make sure to grab one. If you have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to ask. Thank you for working with us to keep this very important aspect of 
growing in faith going.  
 

Care Packages We will once again remember our college students with care packages during the Christmas 
season. This year, gift cards will be purchased through our SCRIP program! Joella Sorgert will collect money now 
through Thanksgiving. She welcomes cash or checks. Our college students are Shannon Brown, Easton Foss, Marin 
Foss, and Austin Merrifield. Let’s share some church family care! 
 
 

  

“ H e r e  a m  I .  S e n d  m e ! ”    
Isaiah 6:8  

 
   

Ushers: Dan G., Michael G., Tom      

Counters:  Tom, Rick 

Cleaners: David & Rebecca F., Steve & Jane O. 

  

S A V E  T H E S E  D A T E S  
 
   

Thanksgiving Worship – Wednesday, November 25 at 6:30pm 

Advent Worship – Wednesday, December 2, 9, 16 @ 6:30pm  

Christmas Eve Worship – Thursday, December 24 @ 7:00pm 

Christmas Day Worship – Friday, December 25 @ 9:00am 
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MEDITATION ON 

THE MINISTRY OF THE KEYS 
 

Opening Hymn – “Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying” (Christian Worship #206 vs. 1,3) 

 
(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism) 

In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: 
God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 
 
If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness,  
We lie and do not live by the truth. 
 
If we claim to be without sin,  
We deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
 
Confession of Sin 
Father, I have sinned against you and am no longer worthy to be called your child. Yet in 
mercy you sacrificed your only Son to purge away my guilt. For his sake O God, be merciful 
to me a sinner, and in the joy of your Holy Spirit let me serve you all my days. 
 
Silence for personal examination and confession. 
 
 

Absolution 
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness. Upon this, your confession, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 
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Isaiah prophesies to captive Israel who is sleepwalking through life, because they are lost in the stupor of grief over their 
afflictions. “Awake!” the prophet cries, and hear God’s promise of coming triumph that will give you strength to face 
your present problems. God would reveal his glory by redeeming his people and leading them safely home. Captive Israel 
here is a picture of the waiting Church, and one day God will fulfill this promise also in us. The Church of the End Times 
labors in a world held captive by sin, and is tempted to sleepwalk through these last days. So the prophet cries to us, 
“Awake!” for the day of triumph is coming when God will lay bare his arm and redeem us from sin, death, and the devil 
forever. He will lead us to the New Jerusalem where we will sit enthroned at the marriage feast of the Lamb. The day is 
coming—watch for it! 

 FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 52:1-6 
Wake, awake! 
Clothe yourself with strength, O Zion. 
Put on your beautiful garments, 
Jerusalem, you holy city, 
for never again will the uncircumcised 
and the unclean enter you. 
2 Shake off the dust. 
Get up and take your seat, Jerusalem. 
Loosen the chains from your neck, 
you captive daughter of Zion.3 Yes, this is what the LORD says. 
You were sold for nothing, 
and you will be redeemed without money.4 Yes, this is what the LORD God says. 
In the beginning, my people went down to Egypt to stay there for a while. Later Assyria 
oppressed them without cause.5 Now what do I have here? declares the LORD. 
Indeed, my people have been taken away for nothing. 
Their rulers howl with mockery, declares the LORD. 
My name is continually despised all day. 
6 Therefore my people will know my name. 
So on that day they will know that I am the one— 
the one who is saying, “Here I am!” 

To the new Christians in Thessalonica, Paul explains the certain hope we have to be saints triumphant. His words are so 
simple, yet so profound! We believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that all who die in Christ will go 
with him to heavenly triumph. And we will be with the Lord forever. This is the crown jewel of the Christian faith: blessed 
are the dead who die in the Lord from now on. Paul’s main point: encouragement. Encourage each other with the hope of 
saints triumphant so that there is neither ignorance nor hopeless grief, but rather faithful, expectant watching for the 
triumph we know is coming. 

Second Lesson: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
13 We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who have fallen asleep, so 
that you do not grieve in the same way as the others, who have no hope. 14 Indeed, if we 
believe that Jesus died and rose again, then in the same way we also believe that God will 
bring with him those who have fallen asleep through Jesus.15 In fact, we tell you this by the 
word of the Lord: We who are alive and left until the coming of the Lord will certainly not go 
on ahead of those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven 
with a loud command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet call of God, and 
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the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the 
clouds together with them, to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will always be with the 
Lord. 18 Therefore, encourage one another with these words. 
 
VERSE OF THE DAY 
Alleluia. They are before the throne of God and serve him day and night in his temple. Alleluia. 
(Revelation 7:15a) 
 
Jesus pictures the time before his return as virgins waiting for a bridegroom and the start of a wedding feast. The parable 
divides all people (ten virgins) into two groups: foolish and wise. They weren’t described that way because of what they 
did in the parable, but their actions showed what they were. The foolish virgins acted utterly foolish, bearing empty 
lamps. The other virgins’ actions showed that they indeed were wise. The wise went into the joys of wedding banquet, 
but the foolish lost both invitation and even recognition. Jesus’ central instruction in this parable calls for the waiting 
Church to be the watchful Church. Keep watch for you do not know the day or the hour! 
Gospel Reading: Matthew 25:1-13 
“At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out 
to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3 When the foolish 
ones took their lamps, they did not take any oil with them; 4 but the wise took oil in their 
containers with their lamps. 5 While the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and 
fell asleep. 6 But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look, the bridegroom! Come out to meet 
him!’ 7 Then all those virgins got up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish ones said to the 
wise, ‘Give us some of your oil because our lamps are going out.’ 9 But the wise answered, ‘No, 
there may not be enough for us and for you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for 
yourselves.’ 10 But while they were away buying oil, the bridegroom came. Those who were 
ready went in with him to the wedding banquet, and the door was shut. 11 Later, the other 
virgins also came and said, ‘Lord, Lord, let us in.’ 12 But he answered, ‘Amen I tell you: I do not 
know you.’ 13 Therefore, keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour 

 

Sermon on Matthew 25:1-13 

Theme: “A Waiting Church is A Watchful Church” 

Click Here For Message   

Click Here For Children's Message  

Theme: A Waiting Church is A Watchful Church                         11/15/2020                                                

What makes a saint triumphant? Is it death that changes ones status from saint to saint triumphant? Or does 
that thought deny the reality that we are even right now triumphant in Christ? In other words, is it simply faith 
in Christ’s triumph on our behalf and the certainty in his victory that makes a saint triumphant so by the very    
nature of being a saint, we are also at the same time triumphant?  Or is it about overcoming the struggle to 
stay vigilant, to not let our hearts grow drowsy as we watch and wait and as it seems like the bridegroom is a 
long time coming. While one could discuss one more than another on the basis of coming face to face with our 

https://youtu.be/h0QURc_cPSI
https://youtu.be/7XUnj11Gwqk
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triumph or one could talk about all three of those aspects of being triumphant are equally important and be 
biblically accurate, our lesson for today highlights the idea of waiting and watching. 

And as we listen to God highlight this call to his Church which includes you and me, I pray we hear the one 
who is truth telling us how a waiting church is a watchful church. As we dive into this study, it is crucial for us 
to hear Jesus talking to us. It is important because Jesus is not talking to believers and unbelievers here, no. 
Jesus is talking to his bride, the church. He is talking to those who know he is coming, he is talking to you and 
he is talking to me and in this talk, he gives to the saints a very serious warning about what it means to wait 
foolishly and what it means to wait in wisdom. Keeping this in mind, we listen once more as God speaks to us 
from his Word. 

“At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the 
bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish and five were wise. 3 The foolish ones took their lamps but did not 
take any oil with them. 4 The wise ones, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. 5 The bridegroom 
was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep. 6 “At midnight the cry rang out: 
‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’ 7 “Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their 
lamps. 8 The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.’ 9 “‘No,’ they 
replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for 
yourselves.’ 10 “But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who 
were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut. 11 “Later the others also 
came. ‘Lord, Lord,’ they said, ‘open the door for us!’ 12 “But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I don’t know you.’ 
13 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour. 

As we dissect these verses it is important to understand what is being talked about and who the players in this 
illustration are referring too. Chapters 24 and 25 in Matthew are focused on the end of time. If we were to 
summarize them, it could be said that chapter 24 reminds us Jesus is coming and chapter 25 reminds us Jesus 
will judge. These verses specifically show us there is a difference between knowing Christ and living for Christ. 
It is another way of saying what Jesus teaches in Matthew 7, “Not everyone who says “Lord, Lord will enter 
the kingdom of heaven.”  

In these verses then, Jesus is the bridegroom. This is an illustration found repeatedly throughout the Old 
Testament, specifically in Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Hosea and Song of Songs. As we mentioned, the wise and 
foolish virgins do not represent believers and unbelievers but they represent two different ways of nurturing 
faith. One stays focused, one does not. 

In looking at those described as foolish, it is important to see why they are foolish. They didn’t think oil was 
important, they grew tired of waiting and or didn’t think it would take so long for the bridegroom to come, 
and connected with that, they thought they could borrow from others to meet the demands of what they 
needed to meet the bridegroom. What is important to note is it never says they were surprised by the actually 
coming of the bridegroom. They knew he would come, but they didn’t want to wait and this showed itself in 
how they watched. 

So what is the warning for us? To answer this question, it becomes important to understand what exactly they 
should have had with them, or how they should have properly waited and watched. The descriptor of what 
made some foolish was the statement they brought no oil with them. So, what is this oil, what is this fuel to 
keep their lamps trimmed and burning? 
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In the explanation of the Third Article of the apostles creed we see a summary of the Holy Spirit in being told 
“he calls us to faith by the gospel, gathers us into his holy church, enlightens us with his spiritual gifts , 
sanctifies us for a life of good works, and keeps us in the true faith until our end.” Do not all of these things 
together make us “wise” as opposed to “foolish”? 

Three days before the attack on Pearl Harbor President Franklin Roosevelt was warned that Japan was staging 
an attack on US soil. Long before then, General William Billy Mitchel, a former US Army office, had also 
warned Japan would launch unexpected attacks on Hawaii, Alaska and the Philippines without declaring war. 
These warnings were ignored and the US was so confident Japan would never attack they even put a pilot who 
wasn’t skilled in radar operations in charge of a radar station observing the part of the ocean from which the 
attack came. When the pilot was told some large blips, which could only mean a massive air fleet was 
approaching had appeared on the radar, he told the operators not to worry about them. Tragically, they 
listened. 

God does the same for us. He cares so much about us that he wants us to know how dangerous it is to remove 
ourselves from his Word. He wants us to know how much we need to rely on him and keep our reservoir of oil 
full. He wants us to be aware of how unprepared we are if we don’t rely on the Holy Spirit to keep us ready 
and watchful, to keep us focused on the life that is truly life and the coming of the bridegroom one day. And 
the truth of the matter is, we need that warning because our auto pilot is to focus on all the problems of this 
life and trying to fix and attend to them. Our default is to think things in this world are more important and so 
when we have to choose between a night out with friends or working on that ongoing project or the hobby 
that we just seem to find more enjoyment in, or worrying and fretting about politics and how far out of 
control the world is spinning we would rather do those things than take it to the Lord in prayer or receiving 
peace from our God through the consistent calm of his word. 

This is where the wise give us direction. They were ready. It didn’t matter when the bridegroom came because 
they recognized the need to constantly be filled by the Holy Spirit and therefore, to always be prepared for 
that final day. That direction only God and his Word could give left them eagerly waiting and consistently 
watchful. 

It is the attitude God is encouraging in this lesson because it is an attitude which turns us away from ourselves 
and away from this world and puts every motive for our actions on the truth that Jesus is coming back. It is an 
attitude that guides our life here and now and into the future based off the truth that Jesus died for me and 
he died for you, our lives are hidden in him and so our lives are lived for him. It will show itself in making our 
passion not about petty differences, arguments, grudges, or frustrations of this world but waiting and watchful 
living, working with an eye for our future seat in the midst of the wedding feast. It is the attitude Jesus 
encourages each on of us to have, the attitude which finds joy in repentance for times we have been foolish 
and an attitude which lives daily in the new found confidence we have in the fact that God’s Word is what will 
cause us to be waiting and watchful. God grant us this wisdom today and always. Amen.  

 

Offering: (Though we are not meeting together at this time please do not forget the 

opportunity to give back what is rightfully God’s with respect to what he has given us. 

Offerings can be mailed or dropped off at church. You can also make use of online giving 
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through the giveplus app or by going to the church’s website (www.christcambridge.com) and 

selecting the “Donate” tab under “About” in the site menu.) 

 
Prayer: 

Heavenly Father, it is good for us to be here.  We have our various reasons for saying that 
because of our individual circumstances, but we join as one to speak those words because of 
who you are.  You are the One who forgives our sins and heals our diseases.  You are the One 
who redeems our lives from destruction and crowns us with love and compassion.  You are the 
One who satisfies us with good things.  You are the One who has made us more than 
conquerors through your Son, Jesus Christ.  This is what we see and hear as we come into your 
presence today. Help us to always remember those truths and keep our eyes fixed on you and 
the victory your Son has won for us so that we do not lose our grip on the life that is truly life. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, you have promised, “Behold, I am coming soon!”  We long to celebrate with 
you at the marriage feast of the Lamb.  Grant us your Holy Spirit so that we wait patiently until 
that day comes but also strengthen us to speed its coming by working to spread your Gospel 
throughout the world. 
 
Continue, O Lord, to be with those who have been impacted by the many and various natural 
disasters this year.  We’ve run through the alphabet on names for hurricanes and have had to 
begin using letters of the Greek alphabet.  We’ve seen the devastation of wildfires.  Many have 
seen their loved ones succumb to COVID. Use these events, as only you can, to cause people 
to seek you so that they might find you and look forward to that time and place when you will 
wipe away every tear from their eyes and there will be no more death or mourning or crying 
or pain.  Enable us as we have opportunity to help those who are in need so that through us 
they might know your love and care. 

Private Petitions 
 

We offer ourselves, our prayers, and all that we are and have to you, confident that you will 
accept them through Jesus our Savior who has taught us to pray:   

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 

http://www.christcambridge.com/


9 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION                                          1Corinthians 11:23-25  

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples,  saying, “Take and eat; this is my 

body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

(spoken) AMEN 

  

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT  

God tells us in the Bible that his Supper is for sinners who are accurately instructed in his word, who examine themselves 

by living in repentance, and who recognize the miraculous real presence of Jesus’ body and blood. It is our joy and honor 

to use God’s Hoy Word.  Therefore, we invite only current members of Christ, (and those from sister WELS and ELS 

congregations) come forward to receive the Sacrament at the direction of the ushers. If you have  questions, please 

speak with Pastor before taking part in the sacrament. He welcomes the chance to study what God says with you. And 

thanks so much for honoring God’s Word in this manner.  

 One option for preparation is available in the red hymnal on page 156. 

In order to maintain proper social distancing, we will be observing “continuous flow” for communion. You will be 

ushered up one row/family unit at a time. You will receive the bread and the wine and then return to your seats. The 

communion blessing will be spoken to all following the distribution. 

 

Children’s Message 

BLESSING: 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn: “Jerusalem the Golden” (Christian Worship Supplement #728) 

 
  


