
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship Folder for October 25, 2020 
 

Christ Lutheran Church 
32962 Vickers St, NE 

Cambridge, MN 
www.christcambridge.com 

Find us on Facebook @ Christ Lutheran Church – Cambridge, MN 
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CHURCH INFORMATION 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THIS WEEK AT CHRIST | OCTOBER 26 — NOVEMBER 1 

WEDNESDAY 6:30pm  Zoom Bible Class (Judges) 

TUESDAY 6:00pm  Board of Education Meeting 

SUNDAY            9:00am  Worship 

 

Pastor  Sam Biebert Church Office     763.689.5333 

Contact Information ChristCambridgePastor@gmail.com       Webpage   www.christcambridge.com 

701.471.0341 (cell) 
  

Information to help you stay connected and get involved! 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Please Attend! Our Voter’s Meeting is TODAY following the worship service. Please make this meeting a 
priority. Get involved and be informed! 
 

Newsletter November Newsletters were sent via email on Thursday. If you would like a hard copy, please 
grab one from the table in the entryway.  
 

Fall Bazaar Thank you to all who helped produce items for and purchased items from the Women of Christ 
Fall Bazaar. We are blessed to report that we raised just over $400 to support missions as well as church 
projects funded by Women of Christ.  
 

Bible Class  Check it out! A zoom link will be sent out for class which will take place on Wednesday at 6:30. We 
are looking at the book of Judges and the historical setting of it as well as the present-day application of it. 
 

Sunday School  Packets are available to pick up for your children. Please make sure to grab one. If you have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to ask. Thank you for working with us to keep this very important aspect of 
growing in faith going.  
 

SCRIP  We have signed up to take advantage of the Scrip program. This is a great way to spend money as you 
normally would on gas, groceries and entertainment while also having a percentage of that money go to our 
work in Jesus name here at Christ. More information on this opportunity will be presented. 
 

LOOKING AHEAD Pastor Biebert will be out of town November 2-7. If you need to reach him for any reason, 
please don't hesitate to call 701.471.0341 or email sbiebert@gmail.com. 

  

“ H e r e  a m  I .  S e n d  
m e ! ”    

Isaiah 6:8  
 
   

Ushers: Dan G., Michael G., Tom      

Counters:  Brian K., Paul 

Cleaners: Dan & Tammy H., Paul M.  

  

S A V E  T H E S E  D A T E S  
 
   

Reformation Worship – Sunday, November 1 @ 9:00am 

Thanksgiving Worship – Wednesday, November 25 at 6:30pm 

Advent Worship – Wednesday, December 2, 9, 16 @ 6:30pm  
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MEDITATION ON 
THE MINISTRY OF THE KEYS 

 
Opening Hymn – “O Master of the Loving Heart” (Christian Worship #491) 
  
 
(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism) 

In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: 
God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 
 
If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness,  
We lie and do not live by the truth. 
 
If we claim to be without sin,  
We deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
 
Confession of Sin 
Father, I have sinned against you and am no longer worthy to be called your child. Yet in 
mercy you sacrificed your only Son to purge away my guilt. For his sake O God, be merciful 
to me a sinner, and in the joy of your Holy Spirit let me serve you all my days. 
 
Silence for personal examination and confession. 
 
 

Absolution 
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness. Upon this, your confession, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 
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Are you worried about what the future holds? Are you sure of your heavenly inheritance? Are you dressed for reception 
into the heavenly wedding banquet? Thanks to Jesus and his perfect life and substitutionary death, we confidently 
answer all three questions in the affirmative. What a grand and glorious day it will be when we find ourselves seated at 
God’s heavenly banquet table! 

First Lesson: Isaiah 25:6-9 
6 On this mountain 
the LORD of Armies will prepare for all peoples 
    a banquet of rich food, 
    a banquet of aged wines, 
    with the best cuts of meat, 
    and with the finest wines.  
7 On this mountain 
he will destroy the shroud that covers all peoples, 
the burial cloth stretched over all nations. 
8 He has swallowed up death forever! 
The LORD God will wipe away the tears from every face. 
He will take away the shame of his people throughout the earth. 
For the LORD has spoken. 
9 On that day it will be said, 
“Look, here is our God! 
We waited for him, and he saved us! 
This is the LORD! 
We waited for him. 
Let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation!” 
 
Our joy is always in the Lord and on account of the Lord. We are jubilant and exultant over the free gift of salvation 
attained through the atoning work of Christ. It’s especially during periods of trial and tribulation that we take time to 
reflect on and rejoice in the changeless love of our God. 

Second Lesson: Philippians 4:4-13 
4 Rejoice in the Lord always! I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not worry about anything, but in everything, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, 
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus.8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever 
is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if anything is excellent, and if anything 
is praiseworthy, think about these things. 9 The things that you learned, received, heard, and 
saw in me: Keep doing these things. And the God of peace will be with you.10 I rejoice greatly in 
the Lord now that you have revived your concern for me once again. Actually, you were 
concerned, but you had no opportunity to show it. 11 I am not saying this because I lack 
anything; in fact, I have learned to be content in any circumstances in which I find myself. 12 I 
know what it is to live in humble circumstances, and I know what it is to have more than  
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enough. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, while being full 
or hungry, while having plenty or not enough. 13 I can do all things through Christ, who 
strengthens me. 
 
VERSE OF THE DAY 
 Alleluia. This is the Lord! We waited for him. Let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation! 
Alleluia. (Isaiah 25:9b) 
 
Gospel Reading: Matthew 22:1-14 
Jesus spoke to them again in parables. He said, 2 “The kingdom of heaven is like a certain king 
who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent out his servants to summon those who 
were invited to the wedding banquet, but they did not want to come.4 “Then he sent out other 
servants and said, ‘Tell those who are invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner. My oxen and 
my fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding 
banquet!’5 “But those who were invited paid no attention and went off, one to his own farm, 
another to his business. 6 The rest seized the king’s servants, mistreated them, and killed 
them. 7 As a result, the king was very angry. He sent his army and killed those murderers and 
burned their town.8 “Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those 
who were invited were not worthy. 9 So go to the main crossroads and invite as many as you 
find to the wedding banquet.’ 10 Those servants went out to the roads and gathered together 
everyone they found, both good and bad, and the wedding hall was filled with guests. 11 But 
when the king came in to see the guests, he saw a man there who was not wearing wedding 
clothes. 12 He said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without wearing wedding clothes?’ 
The man was speechless. 13 Then the king told the servants, ‘Tie him hand and foot and throw 
him into the outer darkness where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14 For many 
are called, but few are chosen.” 

 

Sermon on Matthew 22:1-14 

Theme: “Why the Distance” 

Click Here For Message 

Click Here For Children's Message    

Theme: “Why the Distance”                                                                              October 25, 2020 

 We have been talking about Divine Distancing the last couple weeks and how God closes the distance between us and 

him and yet, there is still the temptation which can easily come into our minds that God is distant. The temptation can 

be there to say hearing and seeing are two very different things and what we see can seem as though God is not as close 

as the last couple Sundays may suggest. Then, when we hear of God actually driving someone out, it can appear as 

though maybe some of the things we are now hearing line up with what we are seeing.  

https://youtu.be/YFjf4HBASFQ
https://youtu.be/yGeDCpn5X1E
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We have heard many ways that God draws closer through us, we have heard them through the cross, discipline, 
forgiveness, unfairness on our behalf, obedience and patience, and now we must address the perceived distance. Now 
we must address the times that God actually does put distance between himself and others because he actually does 
this. But as we look at God’s actions, I pray we see this distance but I pray we also see it for what it is, another way God 
draws closer to those who are his. 
Our lesson from Matthew 22: 

Jesus spoke to them again in parables. He said, 2 “The kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who prepared a 
wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent out his servants to summon those who were invited to the wedding banquet, 
but they did not want to come. 
4 “Then he sent out other servants and said, ‘Tell those who are invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner. My oxen 
and my fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet!’ 
5 “But those who were invited paid no attention and went off, one to his own farm, another to his business. 6 The 
rest seized the king’s servants, mistreated them, and killed them. 7 As a result, the king was very angry. He sent his 
army and killed those murderers and burned their town. 
8 “Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those who were invited were not worthy. 9 So go 
to the main crossroads and invite as many as you find to the wedding banquet.’ 10 Those servants went out to the 
roads and gathered together everyone they found, both good and bad, and the wedding hall was filled with 
guests. 11 But when the king came in to see the guests, he saw a man there who was not wearing wedding 
clothes. 12 He said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without wearing wedding clothes?’ The man was 
speechless. 13 Then the king told the servants, ‘Tie him hand and foot and throw him into the outer darkness where 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14 For many are called, but few are chosen.” 

 
This parable is not only extremely interesting, but also extremely revealing concerning the mind of God, his desired 
closeness and his perceived distance. It opens with the King simply trying to let those who have been invited to his own 
son’s wedding supper know the banquet is ready. This king who is God our heavenly Father, is desiring to eat with them, 
share a meal at his table with them, celebrate in an intimate way with them, a privileged closeness those who have 
labored over a wedding invitation list can begin to understand. But these individuals do not want to come, they view the 
invitation and the wedding as an unnecessary task in their own life plans. It does not fit it, it is not a source of enough 
excitement to cause them to clear their calendar and come. 
 
So then comes a sort of “plan B”. Those who had been invited didn’t show up but clearly they are still desired to be 
there by the King. So he sends out servants to them. Those servants reiterate what is ready, what is waiting for them 
and the great cost this has come to the king. Clearly, it would mean a lot for them to come and clearly he desires for 
them to come. But again, we see personal interests, plans and desires are placed first but even more than that, we see 
some who even go so far as to mistreat and even kill the messengers of the king.  
As a result, the king judges them accordingly, they are given a punishment fitting their crime. But the king still desires 
guests at the wedding banquet for his son so he extends an open invitation to whoever was willing to listen and be a 
guest at this feast. People came from all walks of life and the wedding hall was filled!  
But as the king is mingling with his guests, he comes across one who had no wedding clothes on. But he is not just 
thrown out, he is bound hand and foot, and thrown into the darkness. Completely gone, completely abandoned, 
completely distanced from the king. 
 
It seems a little harsh. It seems a little unstable. It seems almost unpredictable and maybe can lead us to wonder 
ourselves, will I be accepted in or will I be one of the ones thrown out? Does God really want to be close to me or is he 
going to decide all of a sudden that I am unfit or that I am not dressed right? Why the distance here but the desire for 
closeness elsewhere? 
 
A huge key to this parable comes in the very beginning when Jesus tells us “the kingdom in heaven is like…” That phrase 
allows us to go digging for understanding. The simple truth we learn from this parable is some will dine with their 
Heavenly Father at the heavenly banquet and some will not. Those who don’t will not just be left out, and have other  
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stuff going on they will be busy with but will actually be completely distanced from God and all his goodness in hell. So 
the search for the answer to our question ultimately lies in understanding the last statement of this parable “many are 
called, but few are chosen”. A crucial thing to keep in mind with this is the attitude of those who were invited but did 
not come and the appearance of the one who tried to come.  
 
Those who were invited but did not come thought it best to concern themselves with their own lives. They did not see 
the invitation as a priority at best and at worst they saw it as some sort of act of war and something they felt the need to 
lash out against. The distance God creates between himself and these people is ultimately for the good of those who 
end up coming to the banquet, those who end up being anything but distant. 
The last individual we see came but did not feel the need to wear the proper attire which had been provided for them, 
the wedding clothes. He did not want to put on the robe of Christ’s righteousness, he wanted to wear his own. But those 
personal robes will never add up, they will always cause the individual to stand out in the crowd because righteousness 
will never be there. So this individual is also distanced from God so those who were there would remain close.  
 
You see, God does create distance but he only creates it with those who reject his way of closing the distance, with 
those who chose distance from God because they reject God’s invitation and what comes with it. They reject their need 
for Jesus and the only way God tells us faith in Jesus comes. They view what is happening in their lives as something they 
must be closer with than God’s closeness. They reject the wedding garment bought and paid for them by the Son and 
look to wear their own. It is true, God desires all to be with him at the wedding banquet, God desires to share a feast 
with all around his table who simply take God’s invitation for what it is, God’s desire to be close with us, his desire to 
share the best he has, the spoils of his kingdom, the joy of the wedding banquet. God only creates distance to keep 
those who rejoice in the invitation handed to them close and filled with joy. 
 
So where is your wedding invitation? Right here, in God’s Word. This is where he invites you, this is where he directs you 
to the feast, this is where he clothes you, and this is where he encourages you to go out to the highways and byways to 
grab others willing to listen. This is where he points you to the righteousness garment purchased for you and where you 
find how to own it. It is all through the Word. When we spend time here, there is no distance, we are close and the 
distance will only diminish. When we spend time here we know the joyful celebration that awaits us and who we will be 
side by side for all eternity, our God. Because of his Son, there is no distance, God grant you to always know that! Amen. 
             

Offering: (Though we are not meeting together at this time please do not forget the 
opportunity to give back what is rightfully God’s with respect to what he has given us. 
Offerings can be mailed or dropped off at church. You can also make use of online giving 
through the giveplus app or by going to the church’s website (www.christcambridge.com) and 
selecting the “Donate” tab under “About” in the site menu.) 

 
Prayer: 

Lord God, Heavenly Father, we come before you with grateful hearts.  You do not treat us as 

our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities.  Rather you look on us with love that is 

beyond our understanding and pour out blessings upon us that are more than we can 

comprehend. Thank you for your love and forgiveness.  Help us to keep our focus on them as 

we deal with the various challenges we face in life. 

 

http://www.christcambridge.com/
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During these troubled and troubling times, O Lord, we ask that you look with favor on your 
church in this world.  We know that in many denominations, your people have drifted from 
your truth or departed almost entirely from your Word.  Call them to repentance that you and 
your gospel might be known. Additionally, fill us with a zeal and readiness to share the good 
news of salvation with others.  There are too many who have no idea of what you have 
revealed in your Word.  Use us to bring them out of the darkness of their spiritual ignorance 
that they may know the joy of living in the light of your salvation. 

  

Look with favor on our nation, O Lord.  Because your Word has not been taught as it should 

be, too many have lost their spiritual moorings.  Godly righteousness is rejected and worldly 

wickedness is embraced.  For too many the consequences are tragic.  They live where they 

know neither peace nor safety, where there is poverty and illiteracy. Give to our national, 

state, and local government leaders who are able to rule wisely and well.  Do not let them 

succumb to a political expediency which sacrifices truth and justice for momentary benefit, or 

to selfish ambition which runs roughshod over humble service. 

Private Petitions 

We offer ourselves, our prayers, and all that we are and have to you, confident that you will 
accept them through Jesus our Savior who has taught us to pray:  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Children’s Message 

 

BLESSING: 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn: “Come, Holy Ghost, Creator Blest” (Christian Worship #177) 
  


