
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship Folder for October 11, 2020 
 

Christ Lutheran Church 
32962 Vickers St, NE 

Cambridge, MN 
www.christcambridge.com 

Find us on Facebook @ Christ Lutheran Church – Cambridge, MN 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THIS WEEK AT CHRIST | OCTOBER 12 — OCTOBER 18 

WEDNESDAY 6:30pm  Zoom Bible Class (Judges) 

SUNDAY            9:00am  Worship w/ Holy Communion 

Women of Christ Fall Bazaar 

THURSDAY/FRIDAY    No Preschool – MN District Teacher’s Conference 

SUNDAY   10:00am  Information Meeting 

 

CHURCH INFORMATION 

Pastor  Sam Biebert Church Office     763.689.5333 

Contact Information ChristCambridgePastor@gmail.com       Webpage   www.christcambridge.com 

701.471.0341 (cell) 
  

Information to help you stay connected and get involved! 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Please Attend! Our congregational Information Meeting is NEXT SUNDAY following the worship service and 
our Voter's Meeting is scheduled for October 25. Get involved and be informed! 
 

Fall Bazaar The Women of Christ are hosting the their Fall Bazaar TODAY and October 18. Thank you to all 
who donated items and assisted with the creation of craft and gift items.  Head to the Fellowship Hall after 
church to purchase items to support our missions. 
 

Bible Class  Check it out! A zoom link will be sent out for class which will take place on Wednesday at 6:30. We 
are looking at the book of Judges and the historical setting of it as well as the present-day application of it. 
 

Sunday School  Packets are available to pick up for your children. Please make sure to grab one. If you have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to ask. Thank you for working with us to keep this very important aspect of 
growing in faith going.  
 
SCRIP  We have signed up to take advantage of the Scrip program. This is a great way to spend money as you 
normally would on gas, groceries and entertainment while also having a percentage of that money go to our 
work in Jesus name here at Christ. More information on this opportunity will be presented. 
 
Grab your copy of the new Forward in Christ!  

  

“ H e r e  a m  I .  S e n d  m e ! ”    
Isaiah 6:8  

 
   

Ushers: Harlan, Mitch, Josh     Counters:  Sean & Emma 

Cleaners: Doug & Karen G., Craig & Julie P.  
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MEDITATION ON 
THE MINISTRY OF THE KEYS 

 
Opening Hymn – “Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now”(Christian Worship #230) 
  
 
(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism) 

In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: 
God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 
 
If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness,  
We lie and do not live by the truth. 
 
If we claim to be without sin,  
We deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
 
Confession of Sin 
Father, I have sinned against you and am no longer worthy to be called your child. Yet in 
mercy you sacrificed your only Son to purge away my guilt. For his sake O God, be merciful 
to me a sinner, and in the joy of your Holy Spirit let me serve you all my days. 
 
Silence for personal examination and confession. 
 
 

Absolution 
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness. Upon this, your confession, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4 
 

On this Sunday when the Church is called to continual repentance, Ezekiel brings a strong warning for Christians who 
grow lax in their faith or dismissive of their sin. God wants real repentance that leads to true obedience. Israel had not 
given either. Instead of seeing their suffering as a result of their sin and as a call to repentance, they saw only injustice. 
With their favorite proverb, “The fathers eat sour grapes and the children’s teeth are set on edge,” they were saying that 
God should certainly punish sin, but they felt he was punishing the wrong people. They felt they were being punished for 
the sins of their parents, and they implied that God was not just in treating them this way. God denies it all: the soul that 
sins is the one that will die. This is not injustice—no, the injustice is that Man who was made for perfection sinned again 
and again against his God. God shows just how just he is: he will judge each man according to his way. Repent, God says, 
turn from your wickedness and live. God promises not to judge us by our past, but by our present, and so he calls us to 
live anew. Repent and receive a new heart and new spirit that leads to true obedience. Why will you die, O Israel? God 
wants exactly the opposite—repent and live! 
First Lesson: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
The word of the LORD came to me.2 What do you mean, you who keep repeating this proverb 
concerning the soil of Israel, “Fathers eat sour grapes, and their sons’ teeth are set on 
edge”? 3 As surely as I live, declares the LORD God, you will never again use this proverb in 
Israel. 4 Indeed, all souls are mine. The soul of the father is mine just like the soul of the son. 
The soul who sins is the one who will die. 25 But you say, “The LORD’s way is not fair.” Listen 
now, house of Israel. Is it my way that is not fair? Is it not your ways that are not fair? 26 If a 
righteous man turns away from his righteousness and practices unrighteousness, he will die 
because of it. Because of the unrighteousness that he has practiced, he will die.27 But if a 
wicked man turns from his wickedness that he has done and practices justice and 
righteousness, he will preserve his life. 28 Because he has seen and turned away from all the 
rebellious acts that he had committed, he will surely live, and he will not die. 29 But the house 
of Israel says, “The LORD’s way is not fair.” Is it really my ways that are not fair, O house of 
Israel? Is it not your ways that are not fair?30 Therefore, I will judge each one of you according 
to his ways, O house of Israel, declares the LORD God. Repent and turn away from all your 
rebellious acts, so that you will not set out a stumbling block that makes you guilty. 31 Throw 
off from yourselves all your rebellious actions by which you have rebelled, and obtain a new 
heart and a new spirit for yourselves. Why should you die, O house of Israel? 32 For I take no 
pleasure in the death of anyone who dies, declares the LORD God. So repent and live! 
 
Paul quotes a Hymn of Humiliation and Exultation as a model to shape our attitudes. Real repentance leads us to the 
true obedience of imitating Christ. Jesus is the third son—the one never mentioned in the parable—the son who said 
“Yes,” and also worked in the vineyard. Jesus is the true son of his Father who both said the words, “Not my will, but 
yours,” and did the work, “obedient to death—even death on a cross.” When his work in the vineyard was complete, 
God exalted his Son to the highest place and now calls every man to real repentance and the true obedience of bending 
the knee and confessing with joy that Jesus Christ is Lord. 
Second Lesson: Philippians 2:1-11 
So if there is any encouragement in Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with 
the Spirit, if any affection and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being like-minded, 
having the same love, being united in spirit, and having one mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish 
ambition or empty conceit, but in humility consider one another better than yourselves. 4 Let 
each of you look carefully not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. 
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5 Indeed let this attitude be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus. 6 Though he was by nature 
God, he did not consider equality with God as a prize to be displayed, 7 but he emptied himself 
by taking the nature of a servant. When he was born in human likeness, and his appearance 
was like that of any other man, 8 he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of 
death—even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name 
that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, in heaven and 
on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father. 

VERSE OF THE DAY 
Alleluia. At the name of Jesus every knee should bow, and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Alleluia. (Philippians 2:10,11) 
 
They seemed so righteous as they stood in the temple courts. The great men of Israel had gathered against Jesus. These 
men knew all the words to say and ways to act, but the only “righteousness” they had was a self-righteousness that 
offended God. They claimed to be doing God’s work and fulfilling his will, but there was no repentance and no true 
obedience. The parable Jesus spoke against them convicts every selfrighteous person. The father commands two sons to 
work in his vineyard and receives two surprising answers. The first son flatly refuses; he fails to even offer an excuse, but 
simply says, “I will not. (οὐ θέλω)” The second son says all the right things and tacks on an appropriately respectful title. 
He seems almost breathless in his readiness to do the father’s will (ἐγώ, κύριε). True obedience, however, in not merely 
saying what God wants to hear, but doing what God wants done. The first son repented of his wickedness and gave his 
father true obedience; the second merely mouthed the words and contented himself with doing his own thing. Which 
did what the father wanted? Jesus’ question had only one answer, and the religious leaders gave it and indicted 
themselves. Yes, even the vilest sinner that repents gives an obedience far more true that the upright man wallowing in 
his self-righteousness. What a powerful preachment against the Pharisee inside each of us that wants to be content with 
saying the right words when it comes to faith! What a stinging rebuke of our lukewarm Christianity that confesses Christ 
with our mouth but denies him with our deeds! Repent, Christ says, and believe—true obedience will surely follow. 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 21:28-32 
28 “What do you think? A man had two sons. He went to the first and said, ‘Son, go work today 
in my vineyard.’ 29 He answered, ‘I will not,’ but later he changed his mind and went. 30 He 
came to the second and said the same thing. The second son answered, ‘I will go, sir,’ but he 
did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his father?”They said to him, “The first.”Jesus 
said to them, “Amen I tell you: The tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom 
of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness, but you did not 
believe him. However, the tax collectors and prostitutes did believe him. Even when you saw 
this, you did not change your mind and believe him. 
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Sermon on Matthew 21:28-32 

Theme: “Obedience to God’s Orders” 

Click Here For Message 

Click Here For Children's Message    

Theme: “Obedience to God’s Orders”              10/11/2020             

Psychologically, obedience is a tricky thing to try and talk about when trying to convey closeness. Today we 
are continuing our look at “Divine Distancing”, the ways God draws closer to us and obviously, given the 
theme of the sermon, we are going to be doing that by looking at obedience. 

On the one hand it is tricky because it shows an obvious level of difference between the one desiring 
obedience and the one who is asked to be obedient. One person must naturally be on a level above the other. 
A parent child relationship is a clear example. Though love is clear, there is clearly a wide gap in experience 
between the parent and the child. There is a very large gap concerning maturity. There are gaps in ability and 
expectation and the concept of obedience often results in highlighting those gaps and showing the simple fact 
of distance between parent and child. 

On the other hand, obedience is also something which clearly brings closeness. When obedience is evident 
deeper relationships are forged. I remember my eighth-grade year in grade school very fondly because of this 
truth. Our class all got along, got our homework done and respected our teacher and in turn, he created a lot 
of opportunities for us to have an awesome year growing together in class as well in some very fun and 
memorable extracurricular activities. A closeness was developed due to obedience which would not have been 
there otherwise. 

This point is our base for focusing our thoughts today. We will not deny God’s greatness and his supremacy 
over and above who we are but at the same time, when obedience is there, his greatness melds to make that 
closeness even more special, it affects us in a more meaningful and lasting way. In this light, may we turn to 
God’s Word this morning with an obedient desire to hear God’s wish for our obedience and in doing so, may 
we look with awe as our great and mighty God slides even closer into our lives in a more meaningful and 
lasting way. We listen to our lesson once more: 

28 “What do you think? A man had two sons. He went to the first and said, ‘Son, go work today in my 
vineyard.’ 29 He answered, ‘I will not,’ but later he changed his mind and went. 30 He came to the second 
and said the same thing. The second son answered, ‘I will go, sir,’ but he did not go. 31 Which of the two did 
the will of his father?” 
They said to him, “The first.” 
Jesus said to them, “Amen I tell you: The tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of 
God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness, but you did not believe him. 
However, the tax collectors and prostitutes did believe him. Even when you saw this, you did not change 
your mind and believe him. 
 

In the verses previous, Jesus’ authority had been literally questioned. He had been asked what authority he 
had to preach, teach and preform miracles and who had given it to him. Jesus told them he would answer 
their questions if they answered one of his, namely, “Where did John’s baptism come from, heaven or of 
human origin”? It sounds like a pretty innocent question, but it stumped the Chief Priests and the elders. It 
stumped them because they knew they were stuck, they didn’t want to answer from heaven because then 

https://youtu.be/Keg1okCSBkg
https://youtu.be/qjEqu-RAl8s
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they were condemning themselves as they should have believed him and they didn’t want to say it was of 
human origin because they new that would be an unpopular answer among the people and that would hurt 
their reputation. So, they simply answered, “We don’t know.” 
 
This is the context in which Jesus gives us a lesson on obedience. He gives it because those who should have 
cared the most about what God said cared more about themselves and what other people said. He wants to 
be abundantly clear that obedience has little to do with what we say but it does have everything to do with 
what we do and what is in our heart when it is done. 
 
It is easy to make judgements on others based off of things they have said and things they have done. It is easy 
to look back on life lived and either some decisions made which looked poor or decisions made that looked 
good and we can say well this is where they stand. It is often I can struggle with this, maybe the same could be 
said of you? 
 
But what draws God close to us? What is it that makes our relationship more than just trying to ignore the 
authority of God or more than just a sort of hope or wish we can pull the wool over God’s eyes here or there 
and we can trick him into thinking we have been obedient. After all, the majority of what I said or did looked 
pretty good! 
 
This past Thursday a man named Jeff stopped by our house. I could give you his long story but the short one, 
in his own words, is simply this, he was poor. But he had clothes on his back, a backpack on his back, a gift 
card in his pocket and he was hopeful he might be able to be put up for the night in a hotel. We were able to 
work something out and before long Jeff was riding shotgun over to Aldi and then we scooted off to North 
Branch. It isn’t a long way but it did give us an opportunity to talk.  
At first, I assumed the worst of this man, and while I have no real basis to back up that was not the case, his 
words and actions seemed to show otherwise. Some poor choices and unfortunate circumstances had gotten 
him to where he was now. But he talked of how he missed playing “alligator” with his children, he talked 
about how fortunate he was to have something many rich people didn’t have, good health. He asked me to 
give a small offering back to the congregation that helped him out, a grand gesture. Most of all, he talked 
about how he was not afraid to die because he knew he had nothing to fear, heaven was waiting for him and 
he had no fear approaching that final day here on earth. Being 67 he knew it was his reality sooner than later. 
Honestly, it was a remarkable and impactful drive. 
 
I wanted to share that with you today because it made an impact on me as I was in the middle of my work on 
this message, so much so that it altered much of the written work that had already been accomplished. It 
caused me to think about obedience in a way I feel is closer to that which Jesus is getting at. We can easily box 
in obedience to God more on the basis of what we would like it to be. We want it to align with the way we 
think. We want it to provide something meaningful for us. We want it to give us the life we desire and the way 
we desire it. 
 
But this is not really obedience is it? In fact, our obedience has little to nothing to do with what we have said 
or done. It has everything to do with Jesus’ obedience on our behalf. It is what changes our view of life 
regarding both the good and the bad. It is what gives us confidence in death to know death is just the gateway 
to our Savior’s loving arms. It is what causes us to be thankful in every situation, even situations where it may 
seem like thanklessness is our only option. Lastly, it Jesus’ obedience and nothing else that leads us to have a 
repentant heart, leads us to turn from wrongs and times we have said the wrong thing and turn back to doing 
the will of our Father.  
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This is why obedience to God serves to draw us closer to him and not show a separation from him. It shows a 
closeness because Christ made himself even lower than us. He took up our obedience perfectly through his 
life. It cannot separate because Christ took all that separated us from our Father and he suffered all of its pain 
and anguish. It cannot become a chore because Christ burst through gripe of death so we might never have 
anything to fear or any situation to be uncertain in. God help us to always rejoice in Christ’s obedience, to love 
every day filled with opportunity to show our thanks through our own in glory to his name and finally, to 
rejoice in the sweet truth that this is good and pleasing to God and it is through this aspect he closes the 
distance between us and him yet again. Amen.  

Offering: (Though we are not meeting together at this time please do not forget the 
opportunity to give back what is rightfully God’s with respect to what he has given us. 
Offerings can be mailed or dropped off at church. You can also make use of online giving 
through the giveplus app or by going to the church’s website (www.christcambridge.com) and 
selecting the “Donate” tab under “About” in the site menu.) 

 
Prayer: 

O Lord, you have granted us the grace of awakening to another day of your blessings.  The 

changing colors of the season bring praise to you at the same time that they cause us to reflect 

on your changeless love.  The gathering of another harvest proclaims that once more you have 

opened your hand and satisfied the desire of every living thing.  The daylight hours grow 

shorter, but your light and the lamp that is your Word brighten our days. Thank you for 

surrounding and filling us with your love and favor. 

 Jesus Christ, Lord of the church and Ruler over all, the news reports daily bring us word of the 
wars and political turmoil that affect various nations around the world, including our 
own.  Remind us as we hear and read them that you remain in control of all things so that our 
hearts may be at peace. Allow the unrest these situations create to provide opportunities for 
the gentle sound of your Gospel to be heard.  May the people in distress may find their refuge 
in you and know the forgiveness of sins which you have won for them. 

  

O Holy Spirit, “we have met the enemy and he is us.”  Those words describe our situation as 
we contend for the faith in these last days.  The sinful nature within us finds fault with how our 
God does things, even though many of our problems are of our own making.  It rebels against 
his will and chooses its own way rather than serving him and others with humility. Because of 
this we boldly plead for you to continue to transform us by your power so that our attitudes 
and actions might be like those of our Lord Jesus Christ.  May all that we do bring glory to him 
and blessing to those around us. 
 

Private Petitions 

http://www.christcambridge.com/
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We offer ourselves, our prayers, and all that we are and have to you, confident that you will 
accept them through Jesus our Savior who has taught us to pray: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Children’s Message 

 

BLESSING: 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn: “Lord Jesus Christ, the Church’s Head”  (Christian Worship #536) 
  


