
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reformation Sunday 
Worship Folder for November 1, 2020 

Christ Lutheran Church 
32962 Vickers St, NE 

Cambridge, MN 
www.christcambridge.com 

Find us on Facebook @ Christ Lutheran Church – Cambridge, MN 
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CHURCH INFORMATION 

Information to help you stay connected and get involved! 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Pastor  Sam Biebert Church Office     763.689.5333 

Contact Information ChristCambridgePastor@gmail.com       Webpage   www.christcambridge.com 

701.471.0341 (cell) 
  

THIS WEEK AT CHRIST | November 2 - 8 

Pastor Biebert will be out of town November 2-7. If you need to reach him for any reason, please don't 
hesitate to call 701.471.0341 or email sbiebert@gmail.com. 
 

Forward in Christ The November issue of our Synod’s publication of Forward in Christ is now available.  
Please grab one from the table in the entryway.  
 

Bible Class  There will be NO Bible Class this week as Pastor is out of town. Please be sure to check it out next 
week! 
 

Sunday School  Packets are available to pick up for your children. Please make sure to grab one. If you have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to ask. Thank you for working with us to keep this very important aspect of 
growing in faith going.  
 

SCRIP  We have signed up to take advantage of the Scrip program. This is a great way to spend money as you 
normally would on gas, groceries and entertainment while also having a percentage of that money go to our 
work in Jesus name here at Christ. More information on this opportunity will be presented. 
 

  

“ H e r e  a m  I .  S e n d  m e ! ”    
Isaiah 6:8  

 
   

Ushers: Dan G., Michael G., Tom      

Counters:  Barry, Brian M. 

Cleaners: Sean & Pat B., Brian & Paula L. 

  

S A V E  T H E S E  D A T E S  
 
   

Thanksgiving Worship – Wednesday, November 25 at 6:30pm 

Advent Worship – Wednesday, December 2, 9, 16 @ 6:30pm  

SUNDAY            9:00am  Worship 
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MEDITATION ON 

THE MINISTRY OF THE KEYS 
 

Opening Hymn – “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”(Christian Worship #203) 
  
 
(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism) 

In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: 
God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 
 
If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness,  
We lie and do not live by the truth. 
 
If we claim to be without sin,  
We deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
 
Confession of Sin 
Father, I have sinned against you and am no longer worthy to be called your child. Yet in 
mercy you sacrificed your only Son to purge away my guilt. For his sake O God, be merciful 
to me a sinner, and in the joy of your Holy Spirit let me serve you all my days. 
 
Silence for personal examination and confession. 
 
 

Absolution 
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness. Upon this, your confession, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 
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They didn’t persecute Daniel because of theses nailed to a church door; they didn’t accuse him because of stirring words 
spoken over a pile of condemned books. They persecuted Daniel because he prayed in his home. Daniel made a bold 
confession and faithful witness with his knees. No godless king or immutable law would change the homage due to God. 
No threats, no pain, not even death would change Daniel’s loyalty to the Word of God that called on him to worship the 
LORD his God only. So Daniel went home and prayed, just as he had done before. He was faithful, even in the face of 
certain persecution. For the Christian, most persecution doesn’t come from public writings like Luther, but from private 
acts like Daniel. We live our faith and are persecuted because of it. We don’t face a den of lions, but persecution abounds 
when we’re faithful to the Word. We lose relationships because of moral purity; we lose promotions because of worship 
priorities; we lose friendships because we won’t join in sinful talking or walking. Faithfulness to God’s Word in the face of 
persecution requires trust. God shut the lions’ mouths to answer the king’s question: Is your God able to rescue you? Yes, 
he is. God shut the lions’ mouths to show his Church of all the ages that God is able to guard and keep his own. You can 
trust him and be faithful to his Word in the face of any persecution. 
First Lesson: Daniel 6:10-12, 16-23 
10 Now, when Daniel learned that the document had been signed, he went to his house. It had 
windows on its upper story that opened toward Jerusalem. Three times each day he would get 
on his knees and pray and offer praise before his God. He continued to do that, just as he had 
been doing before this. 11 Then these men came as a group and found Daniel praying and 
seeking favor from his God.12 They then went and asked the king about the decree. “Your 
Majesty, did you not sign a decree that anyone who prays to any god or person for thirty days 
except to you, Your Majesty, would be thrown into the den of lions?”The king answered, 
“Indeed I did. The order is established as a law of the Medes and the Persians that cannot be 
revoked.” 16 Then the king gave the order, and Daniel was brought and thrown into the lions’ 
den. The king said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve continually, rescue you.” 17 A 
stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the pit. The king sealed it with his signet ring 
and the signet rings of his nobles so that nothing could be changed with regard to Daniel’s 
situation. 18 Then the king went to his palace. He spent the night without food, and no 
entertainment was brought before him. But he could not sleep.19 At dawn the king arose as 
soon as it was light and hurried to the lions’ den. 20 As he came near the pit, he cried out in a 
fearful voice. The king said to Daniel, “Daniel, servant of the living God, was your God, whom 
you serve continually, able to rescue you from the lions?”21 Then Daniel spoke with the king. 
“Your Majesty, may you live forever! 22 My God sent his angel and shut the mouth of the lions. 
They have not hurt me because he found me innocent in his presence. Also before you, Your 
Majesty, I have committed no crime.”23 Then the king was very glad and said that Daniel 
should be brought up from the pit. So Daniel was brought up from the pit, and he was 
unharmed because he trusted in his God. 
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Martin Luther called the book of Galatians, “My Katie von Bora—I am wedded to it.” Paul’s letter speaks clearly against 
work righteousness and plainly about grace. That meant much to Luther who had staked his life on both topics. Why 
would anyone risk so much over words? Because the very freedom of the Gospel was at stake. Either we are free by grace 
or slaves under the law; there is no middle ground. Attempts to justify ourselves by outward acts do not result in 
justification at all—whether you are first-century Judaizers, sixteen-century clerics or twenty-first century moralists. The 
only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love. So, Paul says, stand firm and be faithful to the Word of God 
that sets us free. 
Second Lesson: Galatians 5:1-6 
 It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not allow anyone to put 
the yoke of slavery on you again. 2 Look, I, Paul, tell you that if you allow yourselves to be 
circumcised, Christ will be of no benefit to you. 3 I testify again to every man who allows 
himself to be circumcised that he is obligated to do the whole law. 4 You who are trying to be 
declared righteous by the law are completely separated from Christ. You have fallen from 
grace.5 Indeed, through the Spirit, we by faith are eagerly waiting for the sure hope of 
righteousness. 6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision matters. Rather, it 
is faith working through love that matters.  
 
VERSE OF THE DAY 
Alleluia. If you continue in my Word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, 
and the truth will make you free. Alleluia. (John 8:31,32) 
 
Throughout the history of the Church, the story of faithfulness to the Word of God has always been the story of 
persecution. And rightly so, because Jesus promised it! Who would send defenseless sheep into a world of ravenous 
wolves? It makes no sense, yet that is precisely the plan that Jesus describes for his Church. It makes no sense—unless 
you are the Good Shepherd who wants his sheep to utterly depend on him. Our trust in Jesus doesn’t guarantee an 
absence of persecution, but faithfulness in spite of it. We will witness to the Word of God before brothers, fathers, 
children, governors and princes. Jesus promised, “All men will hate you because of me, but he who stands firm to the end 
will be saved.” What comfort that must have been for Martin Luther, whose faithful witness caused him to be expelled 
from his order, excommunicated from his church, and outlawed from his empire. Before the kings and princes of Europe, 
Luther gave faithful witness at Worms: “Here I stand. I can do no other. God help me. Amen.” 
Gospel Reading: Matthew 10:16-23 
16 “Look, I am sending you out as sheep among wolves. So be as shrewd as snakes and as 
innocent as doves. 17 Be on guard against people. They will hand you over to councils, and they 
will whip you in their synagogues. 18 You will be brought into the presence of governors and 
kings for my sake, as a testimony to them and to the Gentiles. 19 Whenever they hand you 
over, do not be worried about how you will respond or what you will say, because what you 
say will be given to you in that hour. 20 In fact you will not be the ones speaking, but the Spirit 
of your Father will be speaking through you.21 “Brother will hand over his brother to death, 
and a father will do the same with his child. Children will rise up against parents and have 
them put to death. 22 You will be hated by all people because of my name, but whoever 
endures to the end will be saved. 23 And when they persecute you in one town, flee to the 
next. Amen I tell you: You will not finish going through the cities of Israel before the Son of 
Man comes. 
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Sermon on Matthew 10:16-23 

Theme: “Reformation Reality” 

Click Here For Message  

Click Here For Children's Message  

Theme: “Reformation Reality”              11/01/2020              

Today we are celebrating Reformation Sunday and that is an extremely special thing. It is special because it is 
really the only Christian festival that has not been rebranded or commercialized by the pagan world. But there 
is also a lot of misunderstanding surrounding the celebration of the reformation. It is sometimes perceived as 
the celebration or even the worship of a person, Martin Luther. It is sometimes seen as a reason to thumb our 
noses at catholics and sometimes it is seen as this awkward thing Lutherans hold on to that they should really 
just forget and let go. So, what is the truth about the reformation? What is the truth about why we continue 
to celebrate it? Is there any truth we can still learn from and apply to our lives of faith and similarly use to 
grow in our faith and in our service to our God? 

These questions are the basis for gathering our thoughts this morning and the basis for directing our attention 
to God’s Word before us from Matthew chapter 10. As we do this, may we be lead to see Reformation reality. 
May we see who we work for and additionally, how the work certainly does appear bleak. Finally, may we see 
how the work will never be done. 

16 “Look, I am sending you out as sheep among wolves. So be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as 
doves. 17 Be on guard against people. They will hand you over to councils, and they will whip you in their 
synagogues. 18 You will be brought into the presence of governors and kings for my sake, as a testimony to 
them and to the Gentiles. 19 Whenever they hand you over, do not be worried about how you will respond 
or what you will say, because what you say will be given to you in that hour. 20 In fact you will not be the 
ones speaking, but the Spirit of your Father will be speaking through you. 21 “Brother will hand over his 
brother to death, and a father will do the same with his child. Children will rise up against parents and 
have them put to death. 22 You will be hated by all people because of my name, but whoever endures to 
the end will be saved. 23 And when they persecute you in one town, flee to the next. Amen I tell you: You 
will not finish going through the cities of Israel before the Son of Man comes. 

People have a tendency to boast and to set themselves up on a pedestal when they become successful. It is 
one of the main character flaws of the sinful nature within us. People also have a tendency to feel scorn when 
things don’t go according to their plans. Because of this it is natural for people acting according to this sinful 
nature, to take credit where credit is not theirs to take and to shrug off responsibility when it is convenient. 
Because of the origin of this temptation, the fact that it comes from within and reality that this temptation is 
common to all from the first sin until the last, what we are celebrating today is really, really special.  

I mean, just look at what Jesus is saying to the disciples. Listen to what Jesus is saying concerning someone 
who is faithfully following him. Listen to what Jesus is saying to you. “I am sending you out as sheep among 
wolves…be on guard against people…they will whip you in their synagogues…brother will hand over his 
brother to death…father will do the same with his child…children will rise up against parents and have them 

https://youtu.be/P0rfZ7VHpJk
https://youtu.be/JaQcWJ1Rzm8
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put to death…you will be hated by all people on account of my name…” Sound fun? Sound enjoyable? Who in 
their right mind would ever say “well it seems like you have a pretty good thing going here Jesus, sign me up!” 

The short answer is no one. No one in their right mind is going to do that willingly according to the human 
nature but it is a completely different story when talking about faith. No sinful human is going to ever want to 
do anything like that and sadly, sometimes we can give into this mindset. But our lesson today reminds us we 
are different and points us to the reality that to a child of God, well it is a much different story.  

A child of God remembers whom they belong to. A child of God remembers who bought and paid for their 
salvation. They remember who has redeemed and justified them, who has earned on their behalf the glory of 
heaven and the face to face reunion with their heavenly father there. A child of God sees the privilege of 
serving in God’s name even in the face of unjust treatment and persecution. A child of God can go through 
difficulty they experience for simply trying to be faithful to God and his Word with confidence because they 
knew it was coming, Jesus assured them it would be there. Although the work may appear bleak, it is only in 
appearance and nothing more because of the simple truth that it is work in God’s name is never in vain no 
matter the frustration, pain or difficulty. 

To that extent, it is good to hang onto heroes of faith. To that point, it is good to praise God for individuals 
who live life as an example of who faith clings and looks to. This is why we celebrate the reformation, 
especially in a day and age where that same battle continues to be fought. The battle of holding to the truth of 
the word of God vs. holding onto human wisdom or human pride. The reality of the reformation has nothing 
to do with a person but it does have to do with the proof that God was not lying and the proof that despite the 
difficulty faced, service in God’s name concerning the proclamation of his word is always worth it for the 
simple fact that we are given the distinct privilege of connecting souls to Jesus and his saving work laid out for 
us in God’s Word!  

But we don’t just celebrate the reformation because it points us to the past, we also celebrate it because it 
directs us to the future. In our lesson we are reminded “And when they persecute you in one town, flee to the 
next. Amen I tell you: You will not finish going through the cities of Israel before the Son of Man comes.” 
Israel, when it comes to opportunity to talk to someone about Jesus it probably would not be high on your list 
to expect success or to feel like it would be worth your time. These are people steeped in history of being 
reminded of the promises of God and rejecting them. These are people who are steeped in history of actual 
places where Jesus lived and preached and yet they crucified him. This is where the New Testament church 
had its start. Thousand upon thousands of years have been spent proclaiming the love of God to this 
area…and yet the work is not done. For that matter, it will never be done until Jesus returns. 

Don’t you think this speaks volumes about Cambridge and towns and country surrounding us? If work will 
continue to remain there why would it be any less different here? For that matter, do you think there is some 
magic bullet that is just waiting to be discovered? Do you think in all of the years upon years that people have 
walked this earth there is anything that has yet to be discovered that has not already been tried? OR, or has it 
always been and will always be about being faithful to God and his word and constantly searching out ways to 
put people in contact with the Word?  

Jesus tells us. He tells us not to trust people, our trust must always remain in God and his Word. Jesus tells us 
not to worry about our own presentation of what to say but to trust the Holy Spirit and that he will give us the 
Words to say. The Holy Spirit whom we are clearly reminded in John 14:26 works in and through the Word of 
God when Jesus says: “But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach 
you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.” 
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Jesus also tells us to be shrewdly innocent. That means we should be seeking ways for ministry that seek to 
touch the lives of people with the Gospel. We should have a keen understanding of how the sinful nature 
operates, that of selfishness but also that we should not exploit that for our own benefit but we should exploit 

it with the reminder that our work while we are here on earth is never done and it is work which seeks to 
bring others to know the peace we know, peace that can only be found in the pages of scripture, peace which 
extends from the life, death and victory over death of Jesus. 

So, what is the reality of the reformation? The reality is, it is never something to stop celebrating because the 
truth behind will always be current. The task of Christ centered proclamation will always appear bleak, so we 
need to remain in the Word and be strengthened by the Spirit to continue in the face of difficulty. 
Additionally, there will always be work to do until the day Christ returns to bring us to his side, Christians will 
always need strengthening and there will always be those who need to hear the purity of the gospel for the 
first time. God help us to always know this reality and return and direct others to our only source of help and 
our only source for peace, the Word of God. Amen. 

 

Offering: (Though we are not meeting together at this time please do not forget the 

opportunity to give back what is rightfully God’s with respect to what he has given us. 

Offerings can be mailed or dropped off at church. You can also make use of online giving 

through the giveplus app or by going to the church’s website (www.christcambridge.com) and 

selecting the “Donate” tab under “About” in the site menu.) 

 
Prayer: 

Lord Jesus Christ, as we once again remember and celebrate the Reformation of your church 
which you brought about through your servant Martin Luther we are filled with humble 
thanks.  You not only restored the preaching of your gospel in its truth and purity, you have 
caused that gospel to be preached to us and brought us to believe it.  We recognize that which 
has been lost before could be lost again because the devil and the world around us would like 
nothing better than to silence its message.  
 
Though the forces gathered against your Word might be costumed differently than they were 
in Luther’s time, or in your own time on this earth, or during the days of your Old Testament 
people, at their core they are still the same.  Political powers and those relying on human 
reason attack your Word and those who hold to it.  False prophets inside and outside your 
visible church distort and depart from your truth. We witness daily both the fury and the 
finesse of the devil as he wars against you and your saints.  Whether it be in the physical 
persecution of those who refuse to renounce their faith, or the derision and scorn he directs at 
those who reject the wisdom of this world, or the turmoil he foments within the church, he 
does his utmost to separate us from you.  
 

http://www.christcambridge.com/
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Because of all this, we pray with the hymn writer: "Lord Jesus Christ, with us abide,  For round 
us falls the eventide Nor let your Word, that heav’nly light  For us be ever veiled in night. In 
these last days of sore distress  Grant us, dear Lord, true steadfastness That pure we keep, till 
life is spent, Your holy Word and sacrament. Oh, keep us in your Word we pray; The guile and 
rage of Satan stay! Oh, may your mercy never cease!  Give concord, patience, courage, 
peace. Oh, grant that in your holy Word  We here may live and die, dear Lord, 
And when our journey’s ending here, Receive us into glory there."  
 

Give ear now, O Lord, to the private prayers and petitions of our hearts. 
 

Private Petitions 

  
We thank you that you have invited us to come before your throne of grace and promised to 
hear us.  We therefore pray as you have taught us:  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Children’s Message 

 

BLESSING: 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn: “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”  (Christian Worship #201) 
  


