
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship Folder for October 4, 2020 
 

Christ Lutheran Church 
32962 Vickers St, NE 

Cambridge, MN 
www.christcambridge.com 

Find us on Facebook @ Christ Lutheran Church – Cambridge, MN 
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WEDNESDAY 6:30pm  Zoom Bible Class (Judges) 

THURSDAY                       6:00pm                      Confirmation Class (In Person) 

SATURDAY 9:00am  Craft & Baking Day 

SUNDAY 9:00am  Worship (Women of Christ Fall Bazaar) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH INFORMATION 

Information to help you stay connected and get involved! 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Pastor  Sam Biebert Church Office     763.689.5333 

Contact Information ChristCambridgePastor@gmail.com       Webpage   www.christcambridge.com 

701.471.0341 (cell) 
  

THIS WEEK AT CHRIST | October 5 - 11 

Plan to Attend! Our upcoming Info Meeting has be scheduled for Sunday, October 18 and Voter’s Meeting 
for October 25. Get involved and be informed! 

Sunday School  Packets are available to pick up for your children. Please make sure to grab one. If you have 
any questions, please do not hesitate to ask. Thank you for working with us to keep this very important aspect 
of growing in faith going.  

Bible Class  A zoom link will be sent out for the online class this coming Wednesday at 6:30. We will be 
looking at the book of Judges and the historical setting of it as well as the present day application of it. 

Confirmation  Class will begin on Monday, September 14th at 6:15pm. Our first class will be held at church in 
person. Following that, classes will be a mix of online and in person. 

Craft & Baking Day In preparation on for our Fall Bazaar, the Women of Christ are invited to meet at church 
on Saturday, October 10 at 9:00am to assemble gift items to be sold.  Masks will be utilized, and social 
distancing will be practiced. Can you donate a few INGREDIENTS for our Quart Jar recipes? There is a sign-up 
sheet on the table in the Fellowship Hall. Thank you! 

Fall Bazaar The Women of Christ are hosting their Fall Bazaar on Sunday, October 11 and October 18. We 
welcome donations of items to be sold. (Please bring your items to church by Saturday, October 10, if 
possible.)  Plan to purchase baked goods, crafts, and gift items to support our missions.  

Grab your copy of the new Forward in Christ! 

 

 

  

“ H e r e  a m  I .  S e n d  m e ! ”    
Isaiah 6:8  

Ushers: Harlan, Mitch, Josh     Counters:  Barry, Brian M. 

Cleaners: Paul & Joella S., Shawn & Sarah M. 
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MEDITATION ON 
THE MINISTRY OF THE KEYS 

 
Opening Hymn – “Salvation unto Us Has Come”(Christian Worship #390) 
  
 
(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism) 

In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: 
God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 
 
If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness,  
We lie and do not live by the truth. 
 
If we claim to be without sin,  
We deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
 
Confession of Sin 
Father, I have sinned against you and am no longer worthy to be called your child. Yet in 
mercy you sacrificed your only Son to purge away my guilt. For his sake O God, be merciful 
to me a sinner, and in the joy of your Holy Spirit let me serve you all my days. 
 
Silence for personal examination and confession. 
 
 

Absolution 
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness. Upon this, your confession, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How gracious is God? His call to repentance doesn’t extend only backsliding Christians. His call to return to him isn’t 
restricted to upright citizens. His invitation to call on him is not reserved for sensible, suburban folk with 2.1 children and 
a white picket fence.  The Lord calls the ungodly and wicked men who worship lust and self. The LORD calls the 
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hardened sinner whose conscience has long stopped balking at his deeds. Look at what he promises to these people 
when they repent: mercy and pardon—the care of God and the forgiveness of God. They won’t get what they deserve—
that is mercy. They get what they don’t deserve—that is the free pardon of grace. God’s plan to save sinners by grace 
soars above all that we could conceive or imagine. 

First Lesson: Isaiah 55:6-9 
Seek the LORD while he may be found! 
Call on him while he is near! 
7 Let the wicked man abandon his way. 
Let an evil man abandon his thoughts. 
Let him turn to the LORD, 
and he will show him mercy. 
Let him turn to our God, 
because he will abundantly pardon.8 Certainly my plans are not your plans, 
and your ways are not my ways, declares the LORD. 
9 Just as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
so my ways are higher than your ways, 
and my plans are higher than your plans. 

 Paul’s confident words remind us that because of God’s inconceivable grace, to live is Christ and to die is gain. Life lived 
under such grace is life filled with joy and ordered by God’s wisdom. 
Second Lesson: Philippians 1:18b-27 
Yes, and I will continue to rejoice, 19 because I know that this will turn out for my deliverance, 
through your prayer and the support of the Spirit of Jesus Christ. 20 This matches my earnest 
expectation and hope that I will in no way be put to shame, but with all boldness, as always, so 
even now, Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by life or by death. 21 Yes, for me to 
live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22 But if I am to go on living in the flesh, that will mean fruitful 
labor for me. Yet which should I prefer? I do not know. 23 I am pulled in two directions, 
because I have the desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far. 24 But, it is more 
necessary for your sake that I remain in the flesh. 25 And since I am convinced of this, I know 
that I will remain and will continue with all of you, for your progress and joy in the faith. 26 And 
so by my coming to you again, my goal is to give you even more reason to boast in Christ 
Jesus.27 Just conduct yourselves in a way that is worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether 
I come to see you or am absent, I may hear about you that you are standing firm in one spirit, 
contending together with one soul for the faith of the gospel. 
 
VERSE OF THE DAY 
Alleluia. My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness. Alleluia. (2 
Corinthians 12:9a) 
 
What is our God like? Jesus teaches us with a story, but we struggle with the lesson. The parable offends our finely 
honed sense of what’s fair and what’s not. Note the context: the disciples had just asked what they would receive in the 
kingdom, and Jesus promised them twelve thrones. Then he immediately quashes any prideful thoughts by saying that 
in the kingdom of heaven, God makes no distinction by merit or work (For the kingdom of heaven is like…). In reality, 
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God is not fair; rather, he is inconceivably gracious. One-hour workers receive the same as those who bore the heat of 
the day. This parable carries both warning and promise for us—a warning that all comparisons based on merit or work 
do not belong in God’s kingdom; a promise that our relationship with God is based solely on grace which he lavishes in 
abundance. The story only offends our sense of fairness when we compare ourselves to other workers. Even though 
they were promised twelve thrones, Jesus wouldn’t allow his disciples to make comparisons. How much less would he 
let us whose labor is so late and light? When we keep our eyes where they belong—fixed on God—then have a correct 
view of our worth and labor. Then, when God places a denarius in our hands, we can marvel that the Lord isn’t fair—
thanks be to God! He doesn’t give us what we deserve; no, he gives us what we don’t. 
Gospel Reading: Matthew 20:1-16 
“Indeed the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire 
workers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing to pay the workers a denarius for the day, he sent 
them into his vineyard. 3 He also went out about the third hour and saw others standing 
unemployed in the marketplace. 4 To these he said, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will 
give you whatever is right.’ So they went. 5 Again he went out about the sixth and the ninth 
hour and did the same thing. 6 When he went out about the eleventh hour, he found others 
standing unemployed. He said to them, ‘Why have you stood here all day 
unemployed?’7 “They said to him, ‘Because no one hired us.’ “He told them, ‘You also go into 
the vineyard.’ 8 When it was evening, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the 
workers and pay them their wages, starting with the last group and ending with the 
first.’9 “When those who were hired around the eleventh hour came, they each received a 
denarius. 10 When those who were hired first came, they thought they would receive more. 
But they each received a denarius too. 11 After they received it, they began to grumble against 
the landowner: 12 ‘Those who were last worked one hour, and you made them equal to us who 
have endured the burden of the day and the scorching heat!’13 “But he answered one of them, 
‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not make an agreement with me for a 
denarius? 14 Take what is yours and go. I want to give to the last one hired the same as I also 
gave to you. 15 Can’t I do what I want with my own money? Or are you envious because I am 
generous?’ 16 In the same way, the last will be first, and the first, last.” 

 

Sermon on Matthew 20:1-16 

Theme: “God Isn’t Fair” 

Click Here For Message  

Click Here For Children's Message  

Theme: “God Isn’t Fair”                     10/04/2020 

“That’s not fair!” If you heard a voice make this statement behind you, you probably would not be surprised to 
turn around and see a frustrated child. On the other hand, there would probably be a surprised smirk on your 
face if you turned around and saw an adult. It is a statement we often attribute to children and when adults 
make it, it is easy to make remarks on how childish they are being. But how true is this thought? Is it just 
children who dislike fairness? 

https://youtu.be/uIVjA6ylJQI
https://youtu.be/jaUZM3iMOrE
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I would argue it is simply a human thought we begin to finely hone from little on. We never stop talking about 
fairness or wanting fairness. We want fairness in all aspects of life, and we can be frustrated when we don’t 
see it. The way we go about saying it may change, but those words, “That’s not fair” really never stop coming 
out of our mouths.  

But what may confuse and complicate our thoughts more than unfairness in life, would be unfairness with 
God. He is the one in charge of all, he rules all things. Wouldn’t he be the type to prioritize fairness? But here, 
we are left scratching our heads once more with the reality God is not fair, and it is not even close. It may even 
cause us to distance ourselves from him in search of someone or something fairer in our eyes. But as we look 
again at Divine Distancing and how God closes the distance between us and him, let’s look closer at God in this 
respect. Let’s look at just how unfair he is and may we be brought to the conclusion God’s Word would lead 
us, that his unfairness is only there to lead us to love him all the more and to direct us to see what our 
relationship with God is based on, not what we have done, but all that he offers and gives to us. 

“Indeed the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire workers for 
his vineyard. 2 After agreeing to pay the workers a denarius for the day, he sent them into his 
vineyard. 3 He also went out about the third hour and saw others standing unemployed in the 
marketplace. 4 To these he said, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will give you whatever is right.’ So 
they went. 5 Again he went out about the sixth and the ninth hour and did the same thing. 6 When he went 
out about the eleventh hour, he found others standing unemployed. He said to them, ‘Why have you 
stood here all day unemployed?’ 7 “They said to him, ‘Because no one hired us.’ “He told them, ‘You also 
go into the vineyard.’ 8 When it was evening, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the 
workers and pay them their wages, starting with the last group and ending with the first.’ 9 “When those 
who were hired around the eleventh hour came, they each received a denarius. 10 When those who were 
hired first came, they thought they would receive more. But they each received a denarius too. 11 After 
they received it, they began to grumble against the landowner: 12 ‘Those who were last worked one hour, 
and you made them equal to us who have endured the burden of the day and the scorching heat!’ 13 “But 
he answered one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not make an agreement with me for 
a denarius? 14 Take what is yours and go. I want to give to the last one hired the same as I also gave to 
you. 15 Can’t I do what I want with my own money? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 16 In the 
same way, the last will be first, and the first, last.” 

What is this lesson about? The disciples had just asked Jesus what they would receive in the kingdom and 
Jesus promised them twelve thrones. But Jesus also knew the way the sinful mind was quick to go so he 
immediately squashes any prideful thoughts with this parable. In the kingdom of heaven God makes no 
distinction by merit or work. The reality is, God isn’t fair. It makes no sense to our minds that one-hour 
workers would receive the same as those who bore the heat of the day. Our heart goes out to those who 
worked all day and didn’t get anything more than those who worked just one hour. Our minds are filled 
with a jealous envy for those who barely worked and still were rewarded with a full day’s pay. How 
fortunate they were! 

It is easy to think that way isn’t it? Our sense of fairness honed and fashioned through years of experience 
sounds an alarm. It is easy to equate our status before God in earthly achievements. We can look at how much 
we do, how many committees we have served on or how many services, bible classes, or events as reasons for 
God to love us more or as reasons for us to deserve more from God. It is easy for us to count our years of 
membership as proof of our faithfulness and reasons God owes us more, a different set of rules or preferential 



7 
 

treatment. Yet, that is exactly what God is teaching against here. He is condemning thoughts suggesting our 
work is what makes us deserve more pay for some and less for others. 

The truth is, this lesson is given to teach us that our relationship with God is based solely on grace which he 
lavishes in abundance, both for the lifelong Christian as well as the last hour Christian. This lesson only offends 
our sense of fairness when we compare ourselves to other workers. 

Here, God shows us what the kingdom of heaven is all about. It is not about you and it is not about me. It is 
not some reward ceremony for years of faithful service. Rather, it is all about what God has placed in our 
hands. It is about his grace, his grace which is not fair and is not what we deserved. It is about the life and 
death of Jesus. It is about his victory over death. It is about all Jesus has done which Christ has, in turn, 
grabbed our hands, opened them, and placed what was his squarely into your palms and mine. It is a 
relationship with him, it is a closeness to him, it is all that is love and grace wrapped up in that gift. It is not 
about comparisons, but it is all about Christ.  

Additionally, it is about the never-ending task of looking for workers in God’s field. It has no logical end. It 
would be easy to say by noon that it is no longer worth it to go out in search of more. It would be easy to say 
well this is what we have so we probably should just be content. But that is not what God does. His desire to 
give the gift of his grace, his closeness in Christ, has no logical end. He goes out again and again and again right 
up to the last hour, right up until the time it would seem to make no sense to find anyone else. But that is 
what God does and that is what God encourages in us as well. God is not fair. 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, how freeing this is! It changes the way we go to work and the way we view the 
work we have to do! It changes the perceptions of the church and the people God calls to make up the body of 
Christ. It changes how we view each other, and it changes the way we view all that we do in God’s name. None 
of it has anything to do with us! It is simply a reflection of what Christ has done for us. It shows us our 
relationship with God and similarly, our relationship with each other. We do all that we do to direct each other 
and those who God puts us in contact with to Christ. We do all that we do knowing the message we have to 
proclaim, and the gift God has to give them is exactly the same. It makes no difference how long they have 
worked or how long they have known their God. May we continually marvel in and be motivated by God’s 
unfairness. Thanks be to God for this! He doesn’t give us what we deserve, no, he gives us what we don’t! 
Amen.  
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Offering: (Though we are not meeting together at this time please do not forget the 

opportunity to give back what is rightfully God’s with respect to what he has given us. 

Offerings can be mailed or dropped off at church. You can also make use of online giving 

through the giveplus app or by going to the church’s website (www.christcambridge.com) and 

selecting the “Donate” tab under “About” in the site menu.) 

 
Prayer: 

O Lord, our God, it is good to once again come into your presence.  We meditate on who you 
are and are filled with awe.  We praise and thank you for the many blessings you have 
supplied to us: success in our labors, the beauty and sustenance you supply through this world 
you have created, blessings we enjoy because of the greatest gift of all – that you have 
declared our sins forgiven in Jesus.  You refresh and equip us by the Word through which you 
instruct us, the Gospel through which you revive us, and the Sacrament through which you 
sustain us. Maintain our focus on you and what you do for us day by day so that we and others 
live in your light. 
 
Gracious God, guard our hearts so we are kept from a self-righteousness which would lead us 
to believe that we deserve more or better from you.  May we always rejoice in you and what 
you have done.  Transform us to be ones who humbly accept your actions in our lives, your 
thoughts which are beyond our comprehension, so that we may live in your peace which 
passes understanding. 
 
Lord of the nations, we ask your blessing upon those in Washington, D.C. who will be 

deliberating on the qualifications of Judge Barrett who has been nominated to serve as a 

Supreme Court justice.  Give wisdom, understanding, and discretion to the senators.  Give 

patience, humility, and grace to the justice as she deals with the rigors that have become 

associated with the process of confirmation. Be with us and our fellow citizens as we review in 

the coming weeks the qualifications of those who have been nominated to serve as president 

and in other elected offices.  Remind us that ultimately you are the one who establishes 

governments so that we honor both those who are campaigning and those who are 

elected.  Give us peace that you will guide all things for our good. 

Private Petitions 

We offer ourselves, our prayers, and all that we are and have to you, confident that you will 
accept them through Jesus our Savior who has taught us to pray: 
 
  

http://www.christcambridge.com/
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Children’s Message 

 

BLESSING: 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn: “By Grace I’m Saved”  (Christian Worship #384) 
  


