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Information to help you stay connected and get involved! 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 CHURCH INFORMATION 

 

CC 

THIS WEEK AT CHRIST | October 19 – October 25 

 

THIS WEEK AT CHRIST | September 21 - 27 

  

“ H e r e  a m  I .  S e n d  m e ! ”    
Isaiah 6:8  

 
   

Ushers: Brian M., Austin, Brian L.     Counters:  Tom, Rick 

Cleaners: Harlan & Jessica G. & Michael G. 

Please Attend! Our congregational Information Meeting is TODAY following the worship service. Our Voter's 
Meeting is scheduled for next Sunday, October 25. Get involved and be informed! 
 

Fall Bazaar The final day of the Women of Christ Fall Bazaar is TODAY. Thank you to all who donated items 
and assisted with the creation of craft and gift items.  Head to the Fellowship Hall after church to purchase 
items to support our missions. 
 

Bible Class  Check it out! A zoom link will be sent out for class which will take place on Wednesday at 6:30. We are 
looking at the book of Judges and the historical setting of it as well as the present-day application of it. 
 

Sunday School  Packets are available to pick up for your children. Please make sure to grab one. If you have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to ask. Thank you for working with us to keep this very important aspect of 
growing in faith going.  
 

SCRIP  We have signed up to take advantage of the Scrip program. This is a great way to spend money as you 
normally would on gas, groceries and entertainment while also having a percentage of that money go to our 
work in Jesus name here at Christ. More information on this opportunity will be presented. 
 

LOOKING AHEAD Pastor Biebert will be out of town November 2-7. If you need to reach him for any reason, 
please don't hesitate to call 701.471.0341 or email sbiebert@gmail.com. 

WEDNESDAY 6:30pm  Zoom Bible Class (Judges) 

THURSDAY 5:00pm  Adult Discipleship Meeting 

 5:30pm  Church Council Meeting   

SUNDAY            9:00am  Worship 

SUNDAY   10:00am  Voter’s Meeting 
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MEDITATION ON 
THE MINISTRY OF THE KEYS 

 
Opening Hymn – “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” (Christian Worship #203) 
 
(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism) 

In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: 
God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 
 
If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness,  
We lie and do not live by the truth. 
 
If we claim to be without sin,  
We deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
 
Confession of Sin 
Father, I have sinned against you and am no longer worthy to be called your child. Yet in 
mercy you sacrificed your only Son to purge away my guilt. For his sake O God, be merciful 
to me a sinner, and in the joy of your Holy Spirit let me serve you all my days. 
 
Silence for personal examination and confession. 
 
 

Absolution 
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness. Upon this, your confession, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



4 
 

 The details of viticulture were common knowledge in Israel. They understood the backbreaking work that went into 
establishing a vineyard. They knew the joy of harvesting its fruit. Did Isaiah share this message at the time of the grape 
harvest when every detail was fresh? The song of the vineyard starts out as a beautiful love ballad. Read aloud the 
Hebrew of verses 1-2b and notice the assonance of verse 1 and the vocalizations of verse 2. It’s a story with a lovely and 
lyrical beginning. Israel is God’s own vineyard, and he gave her everything she needed. After planting vines, a farmer 
normally had to wait two years for the first harvest. Isaiah tells us that God was not idle after planting. He built a tower, 
a press—this vineyard had everything needed. No expense was spared. What a surprise then, when God came to look 
for fruit and found only stinking things.” When God speaks in verse 3, who could disagree with him? Like the vineyard, 
Israel lacked nothing. God took her from Egypt and planted her in the Promised Land. He drove out her enemies and 
made her secure. She had the Law, the Temple, the priesthood, the sacrifices, the prophets. What more could God have 
done? Yet when he came to harvest, there was no fruit. In fact, God found the opposite of his intention! Note the 
paronomasia of verse 7: God looked for justice” but found bloodshed.” He looked for righteousness” but found cries of 
distress.” It had a beautiful beginning, but the song of the vineyard has a harrowing end: God himself will tear it down. 
When God looks for fruits of faith in our life and finds them lacking, couldn’t he ask the same question of us, “What 
more could I have done for you? I planted you in baptism; I bought you with blood; I guarded you with angels.” This song 
leads God’s people of every generation to self-evaluation and self-condemnation. 

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 5:1-7 
Let me sing for my loved one a song about my loved one’s vineyard. 
My loved one had a vineyard on a fertile ridge.  
2 He dug it up and gathered the stones out of it. 
He planted it with the best vines. 
He built a tower in the middle of it. 
He also cut a winepress into it. 
He expected it to produce clusters of sweet grapes, 
but it produced only sour grapes. 
3 So now, you residents of Jerusalem and you men of Judah, 
judge between me and my vineyard. 
4 What more could have been done for my vineyard 
that I have not already done for it? 
When I expected it to produce clusters of sweet grapes, 
why did it produce sour grapes? 
5 Now, let me tell you what I will do to my vineyard. 
I will take away its hedge, and it will become a pasture. 
I will break down its wall, and it will be trampled down. 
6 I will make it a wasteland. 
It will not be pruned or hoed. 
So briers and thorns will shoot up. 
I will also command the clouds not to pour rain on it. 
7 Yes, the vineyard of the LORD of Armies is the house of Israel, 
and the men of Judah are the planting that was pleasing to him. 
He expected justice, but instead there was oppression. 
He expected righteousness, but there was an outcry. 
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 Paul encourages us to live up to what we have already attained. God has given us the kingdom of heaven by faith. We 
are the people he promised would produce its fruits. So let us do exactly that. Let us live drastically different lives than 
the people of this world who worship their stomach and their shame. Let us with free hearts do everything that pleases 
our Lord and Savior. 

Second Lesson: Philippians 3:12-21 
12 Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal, but I press on to take 
hold of that for which Christ Jesus also took hold of me. 13 Brothers, I do not consider myself to 
have taken hold of it yet, but there is one thing I do: Forgetting the things that are behind and 
straining toward the things that are ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal, for the prize of the 
upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Therefore, let all of us who are mature continue to think 
this way. And if you think differently about anything, God will reveal this to you too. 16 Only let 
us think the same thing and walk in line with what we already have attained.17 Brothers, join 
together in imitating me and in paying attention to those who are walking according to the 
pattern we gave you. 18 To be sure, many walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. I told you 
about them often, and now I am saying it while weeping. 19 Their end is destruction, their god 
is their appetite, and their glory is in their shame. They are thinking only about earthly 
things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven. We are eagerly waiting for a Savior from there, the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 21 By the power that enables him to subject all things to himself, he will 
transform our humble bodies to be like his glorious body. 
 
VERSE OF THE DAY 
Alleluia. I will proclaim your name to my people; in the midst of the congregation I will praise 
you. Alleluia. (Hebrews 2:12) 
 
Jesus’ words in the Gospel highlight the patience of our God as he seeks fruits of faith. Could God have done anything 
more for Israel? The point here is the amazing patience the owner displays. What owner would continue to send 
servants when they were treated this way? Note the ascensive nature of verse 35: (They beat. They murdered. They 
stoned.) Who would ever answer such barbarity by sending his only Son? The patience of God with Israel is without 
comparison. Even Jesus’ enemies had to agree that the only just end for such tenants was judgment. The owner’s Son 
looked his enemies in the eye and proclaimed that opposing him was impossible. Killing the Son means defeat for his 
enemies and victory for God as prophesied in Psalm 118. God will lift his Son from death and use the stone rejected by 
men as his capstone. Let Jesus’ enemies be warned. You can oppose the Son actively and you will find yourself on your 
face. You can ignore the Son at your peril and you will find yourself ground to powder.  Israel’s leaders refused to 
produce the fruits of repentance and faith. As a result, the kingdom of God will be ripped away and given to a different 
nation. The point is not that he will give the kingdom to Gentiles, but that God’s kingdom doesn’t belong to an ethnic 
group, but an ethical group: those who produce its fruit. The nation to whom is it given is the body of believers. Whether 
they are prostitutes (Matthew 21:32) or members of the Sanhedrin (John 19:39) or Gentiles who are of the faith of 
Abraham (Romans 4:16), the kingdom belongs to them by faith. 
Gospel Reading: Matthew 21:33-43 
33 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence 
around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower. He leased it out to some tenant 
farmers and went away on a journey. 34 When the time approached to harvest the fruit, he 
sent his servants to the tenants to get his fruit. 35 The tenant farmers seized his servants. They 
beat one, killed another, and stoned a third. 36 Then the landowner sent even more servants 
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than the first time. The tenant farmers treated them the same way. 37 Finally, he sent his son 
to them. ‘They will respect my son,’ he said. 38 But when the tenant farmers saw the son, they 
said to each other, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s kill him and take his inheritance!’ 39 They took 
him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 40 So when the landowner comes, what will 
he do to those tenant farmers?”41 They told him, “He will bring those wretches to a wretched 
end. Then he will lease out the vineyard to other tenants who will give him his fruit when it is 
due.”42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures:The stone the builders 
rejected has become the cornerstone.This was the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our 
eyes? 43 “That is why I tell you the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a 
people that produces its fruit. 
 

 

Sermon on Matthew 21:33-43 

Theme: “God Patiently Seeks Fruit” 

Click Here For Message   

Click Here For Children's Message  

Theme: God Patiently Seeks Fruit                                              10/18/2020    

We are not patient. I am not patient. And you want to know the worst part about all of it? It is getting worse. 
The pace of the world has quickened, and it is still getting faster. We want everything and we want it 
yesterday. We get frustrated by something that takes three days to ship. We get frustrated when things are 
not in stock at the stores. We get frustrated when people don’t act the way we want them to act. We get 
frustrated when things take work, real work to bring about the change needed or the action desired. We want 
the shortcut whenever possible and if possible, it would be nice if we could shorten up the shortcut. We are 
not patient, and it is getting worse. 

But while it is okay for us not to be patient, patience is still the thing we want from other people. We want 
them to be the way we want them and when they are not, well, it is easy not to have patience for them. This is 
why patience is in the list of virtues. It is why patience is a desired trait and a valued trait because it is not seen 
often. Patience is something you look for in an individual and it is something that can bring a calmness into the 
lives of others.  

It should be no surprise this is a major characteristic of God. But it is even more than that, one could even say 
it is a tool God uses for our benefit, a tool he uses to close the distance between us yet again and draw us 
closer to his side. You see, as we look at divine distancing and how God wants to make the distance between 
us and him smaller and smaller, there is also the other side of things. We are constantly trying to run away. 
We are looking for what appeals to our selfish natures and can quickly become angered when God acts in his 
way and in his time again and again. And yet God patiently seeks to cultivate an attitude in us that sees the 
beauty in the way he goes about doing things and the way he has renewed his relationship with us. With this 
in mind, let us go to the Word of God and meet the patience God has with us head on and may we be lead to 
rejoice in how he patiently seeks the fruits of faith from us. 

https://youtu.be/bZPzpuCGaIE
https://youtu.be/RzVyek_m4QE
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33 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a 
winepress in it, and built a watchtower. He leased it out to some tenant farmers and went away on a 
journey. 34 When the time approached to harvest the fruit, he sent his servants to the tenants to get his 
fruit. 35 The tenant farmers seized his servants. They beat one, killed another, and stoned a third. 36 Then the 
landowner sent even more servants than the first time. The tenant farmers treated them the same 
way. 37 Finally, he sent his son to them. ‘They will respect my son,’ he said. 38 But when the tenant farmers saw 
the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s kill him and take his inheritance!’ 39 They took 
him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 40 So when the landowner comes, what will he do to those 
tenant farmers?” 41 They told him, “He will bring those wretches to a wretched end. Then he will lease out the 
vineyard to other tenants who will give him his fruit when it is due.” 42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never 
read in the Scriptures: The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. This was the Lord’s doing, 
and it is marvelous in our eyes? 43 “That is why I tell you the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and 
given to a people that produces its fruit. 

What is the hardest part of this parable? I don’t think it is hard to realize what Jesus is talking about. I don’t 
think it is hard to realize there are people who want nothing to do with God’s Word and the work of Salvation 
won for us by Christ proclaimed in it. I think the hardest part of this parable is truly wrapping our minds 
around the fact that God is talking to me in this parable and God is talking to you. It is hard for us to really 
contemplate the truth that God’s patience is tested to the max by every single one of us here.  

This is hard because we can hear something like this and our minds can quickly go to others or to certain 
groups of people. If only so and so was here to hear this or if only we could quiet the voice of this group or 
that one, then we could skim past this portion of God’s Word because no one else would need to hear it.  

But this parable is talking about people who were in God’s harvest field, workers. It is talking about people 
who were, at least in name, serving God. But it is also talking about those who didn’t want to respect God’s 
Son, God’s plan, God’s patience, but wanted their own plans and their own agendas to be pushed through no 
matter the cost. Their plans contained zero logic from the standpoint that they were going against the Master.  

There is no one who can argue with how patient God was and is. But God’s patience is patience which also 
seems beyond foolish, it is patience which seems to ignore the inevitable. It is patience that seems wasted 
because who would have expected an outcome any different. These were bad people, of course they weren’t 
going to change! But at the same time, it is important to see and hear that patience does come to an end. That 
patience is perfectly extended and given to everyone in God’s own way and is always above and beyond what 
is deserved. But there is a warning, you can oppose the Son actively, God allows for it, to a certain extent in his 
patience he even presents opportunities for it. But those actions will eventually have all who oppose him flat 
on their face. 

So, since it is talking to us, how do we apply these words today? How do we see God’s patience for us to bear 
fruit and through it, his closeness? We could talk about ways trust in God could be shown and we can talk 
about faithfulness in our work and those are all important topics and should and will be talked about in due 
time. The most meaningful take away for each of us individually is to see our individual deep need for 
repentance. We must ignore the voice from satan and our sinful natures that says we really aren’t that bad. 
Ignore the voices saying but this is really talking about someone else. Hear God asking you, “Could I have done 
anything more for you? I sent my Son for you and I knew he would be put to death because of your sin. I knew 
he would be punished unjustly; I knew all that he would suffer for and because of you and I sent him anyways. 
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But I also raised him for you. I lifted him up to be the capstone, the stronghold of the body of Christ for you! 
All this I did so you could be with me. All this I did to make you my possession.  

The point? I have no right to lose my patience with God. I have no right to think I am somehow more deserving 
of what I want, or I am more deserving of God and his grace. I have no right to God’s patience that he shows 
to me over and over again…but yet he still gives it. God looks me in the eye every time I lose my patience and 
want things done my way and simply tells me that opposing him is impossible. Even killing him means defeat 
for God’s enemies and victory for God. He continues to use the stone rejected as his capstone.  

So may we never take advantage of God’s patience but may we rather thank God for it. May we thank him for 
opportunities we have to present his Word to both the young and old alike knowing as long as life is in a body 
it is not too late for God to work faith. May we praise God for it in our own lives and in our own failures, for 
despite the times we have said no to him, despite the times we have plotted against him or thought of 
ourselves as more deserving than him, he continues to send his Son to us. Finally, may we rejoice in all 
opportunities to show the fruit of repentance, the fruit of the Christian life in all we say and do as we daily 
walk closer with our God. Amen. 

 

Offering: (Though we are not meeting together at this time please do not forget the 

opportunity to give back what is rightfully God’s with respect to what he has given us. 

Offerings can be mailed or dropped off at church. You can also make use of online giving 

through the giveplus app or by going to the church’s website (www.christcambridge.com) and 

selecting the “Donate” tab under “About” in the site menu.) 

 
Prayer: 

We thank you, heavenly Father, that you have again gathered us around your Word and 
Sacrament to instruct, comfort, and strengthen us. May that which we have heard take root in 
our hearts and bear fruit in our lives. 
 
We praise you, Lord, that you hear our prayers and answer our petitions.  We don’t always 
acknowledge and thank you for what you have done, but we are grateful for your 
blessings.  Cause those who have benefited from your attention to see that you are the source 
of what is good in their lives.  If they have not known you, bring them to faith.  If they do know 
you, strengthen their confidence that you will be with them in all things. 
 
We ask your blessing upon those families who are enduring great stress, whether it be from 
financial issues, health matters, the uncertainty of our times because of COVID, or just because 
you have a group of sinners gathered into a single household and their sinful natures are 
expressing themselves. Give fathers and husbands the ability to be godly and loving leaders in 
their families, diligent in carrying out their various responsibilities.  Let wives and mothers 

http://www.christcambridge.com/
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fulfill their roles of nurturing and guiding those entrusted to their care.  Lead children to be 
loving and obedient to their parents, growing up in the training and instruction of the Lord. 

  

 Bless our nation, our political leaders, and those who administer the affairs of our country, 

our state, and our local governments.  Give them wisdom and integrity to govern 

wisely.  Protect those who keep the peace and defend us from danger. Be with those who are 

business leaders and owners. Be with employees and give understanding that their work on 

the job is another aspect of their divine worship. Cause our schools to be places where the 

next generation is given the values, skills and abilities to fulfill its roles in society. 

 
We offer ourselves, our prayers, and all that we are and have to you, confident that you will 
accept them through Jesus our Savior who has taught us to pray:   

  

Private Petitions 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION                                          1Corinthians 11:23-25  

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples,  saying, “Take and eat; this is my 

body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

(spoken) AMEN 

  

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT  

God tells us in the Bible that his Supper is for sinners who are accurately instructed in his word, who examine themselves 

by living in repentance, and who recognize the miraculous real presence of Jesus’ body and blood. It is our joy and honor 

to use God’s Hoy Word.  Therefore, we invite only current members of Christ, (and those from sister WELS and ELS 

congregations) come forward to receive the Sacrament at the direction of the ushers. If you have  questions, please 
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speak with Pastor before taking part in the sacrament. He welcomes the chance to study what God says with you. And 

thanks so much for honoring God’s Word in this manner.  

 One option for preparation is available in the red hymnal on page 156. 

 

In order to maintain proper social distancing, we will be observing “continuous flow” for communion. You will be 

ushered up one row/family unit at a time. You will receive the bread and the wine and then return to your seats. The 

communion blessing will be spoken to all following the distribution. 

 

Children’s Message 

BLESSING: 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn: “O Jesus So Sweet, O Jesus So Mild” (Christian Worship #366) 

 
  


