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THIS WEEK AT CHRIST | JULY 6—JULY 12 

CHURCH INFORMATION 

Information to help you stay connected and get involved! 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SAVE THE DATE!  Our new Preschool teacher, Allison 

Grunke, will be installed on Sunday, July 19. Plan to be 

here to welcome her to our congregation and pray for 

God’s blessings on her ministry here at Christ! 

THURSDAY        6:00pm  Board of Education Meeting 

SUNDAY               9:00am  Worship 

Pastor Sam Biebert 

Contact Information  ChristCambridgePastor@gmail.com 

    701.471.0341 (cell) 
  

Church Office   763.689.5333 

Webpage   www.christcambridge.com 

Thank you!  Special thanks to those who contributed to the card shower for our new Preschool teacher, Allison 

Grunke, as well as to those who helped with getting the preschool flyers ready to be sent out! 
   

Forward in Christ Get your copy today! The newest addition is available in the Church entryway. 
 

In-House Streaming Pastor will be out of town on Sunday, June 12. There will be no guest preacher, but we will 

have an in-person service here at church where we will stream a service from an area WELS congregation. 
 

Challenge Week #2  We have all been blessed with different gifts. While some of us are more outgoing than 

others, try to step out of your comfort zone this week, if only in a small way.  Here are some suggestions: 

• Write down a fear you have concerning outreach on a piece of paper or share a fear you have with 
your spouse or a close friend. Commit yourself to asking God for courage to overcome that fear and pray for 
any individual who may have shared their fear with you. 

• Ask God for opportunities to face your fear head on and that he would strengthen you to overcome them. 

• Watch for opportunities to help cultivate a spirit of positivity in our congregation where we recognize setbacks 
but at the same time, always seek to see ways God could be placing opportunity in front of us in a different 
way. 

• Be mindful of all that we have in Christ – forgiveness, new life, confidence in the face of trouble and death 
itself, eternal salvation. Keep these truths in mind when you are tempted to say no to an outreach 
opportunity. 

• Make an effort to have that conversation you have been putting off with that friend or loved one. Stay mindful 
of Christ's love for the lost. Seek to really listen and show care while also remaining steady in the truth of 
God's Word. 
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MEDITATION ON 
THE MINISTRY OF THE KEYS 

 
Opening Hymn – “In You Is Gladness” (Hymn #346) 
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(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism) 

In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: 
God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 
 
If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness,  
We lie and do not live by the truth. 
 
If we claim to be without sin,  
We deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
 
Confession of Sin 
Father, I have sinned against you and am no longer worthy to be called your child. Yet in 
mercy you sacrificed your only Son to purge away my guilt. For his sake O God, be merciful 
to me a sinner, and in the joy of your Holy Spirit let me serve you all my days. 
 
Silence for personal examination and confession. 
 
 

Absolution 
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness. Upon this, your confession, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 
 

Jeremiah faced a dilemma Christians experience still today: standing up for the Lord brought external conflict; 
being quiet about the Lord brought internal strife.  The answer in our own time remains the same as it was 
then: Trust the Lord who delivers his own. 

First Lesson: Jeremiah 20:7-13  
7 You persuaded me, LORD, and I agreed to it. You are stronger than I am, and you won out. I have 

become a laughingstock all day long, and everyone is mocking me. 8 Whenever I speak, I cry out. 

I cry out, “Violence and destruction!” But the word of the LORD has brought scorn on me. I am mocked 

all day long. 9 If I say, “I will not mention him or speak in his name anymore,” then there is a burning 

fire in my heart, shut up in my bones, and I am weary of holding it in. I cannot! 10 I hear many 

whispering, “Terror on every side!” All my close friends, those who are watching for my fall, say, 

“Denounce him! Let’s denounce him. Perhaps he can be pressured into making a mistake. Then we 

will have the upper hand against him, and we will take our revenge on him.” 11 But the LORD is with me 

like a terrifying warrior. So my persecutors will stumble, and they will not gain the upper hand. They 

will be put to shame completely, because they have not been successful. Their eternal disgrace will 
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never be forgotten. 12 LORD of Armies, you test the righteous. You see the heart and the mind. Let me 

see your vengeance on them, for I have laid out my case before you. 13 Sing to the LORD! Praise 

the LORD, for he has delivered the life of the needy from the hand of the wicked. 

 
 
When the first Adam listened to the Serpent’s lies, life and holiness disappeared from God’s perfect creation, 
and into the vacuum left behind rushed sin and death. By one act the first Adam ushered in an age where sin 
ruled and death reigned. Even the life of mortal man could only be called a life of death deferred. But the 
second Adam came! By his one epoch--‐changing act, the life of death deferred became a life of death 
destroyed. No wonder Satan tries to silence the proclaimers of this message with persecution! 

Second Lesson: Romans 5:12-15 
12 So then, just as sin entered the world through one man and death through sin, so also death 
spread to all people because all sinned. 13 For even before the law was given, sin was in the 
world. Now, sin is not charged to one’s account if there is no law, 14 and yet death reigned 
from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those whose sin was not like the 
transgression of Adam, who is a pattern of the one who was to come. 15 But the gracious gift is 
not like Adam’s trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of this one man, it is even more 
certain that God’s grace, and the gift given by the grace of the one man Jesus Christ, 
overflowed to the many! 

 
VERSE OF THE DAY 
Alleluia. Because we are his children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying 
“Abba! Father!” Alleluia. (Galatians 4:6) 
 
Gospel Reading: Matthew 10:24-33  
24 “A disciple is not above his teacher, nor is a servant above his master. 25 It is enough for the 
disciple to be like his teacher and the servant like his master. If the master of the house was 
called Beelzebul, how much more the members of his household!  
26 “So do not be afraid of them, because there is nothing concealed that will not be revealed, 
and nothing hidden that will not be made known. 27 What I tell you in the dark, speak in the 
daylight; and what you hear whispered in your ear, proclaim from the housetops. 28 Do not 
fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, fear the one who is able to 
destroy both soul and body in hell. 
29 “Are not two sparrows sold for a small coin? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground 
without the knowledge and consent of your Father. 30 And even the hairs of your head are all 
numbered. 31 So do not be afraid. You are worth more than many sparrows. 
32 “Everyone who confesses me before others, I will also confess before my Father who is in 
heaven. 33 But whoever denies me before others, I will also deny before my Father who is in 
heaven. 
 



6 
 

CONFESSION OF FAITH (Apostle’s Creed) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 

of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 

descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  From there he will come to 

judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

CHOIR                  “BY FAITH” (Keith & Kristyn Getty & Stuart Townend) 

CLICK HERE FOR SONG  

 

Sermon on Matthew 10:24-33 

Theme: Focused Outreach: Fearless? 

CLICK HERE FOR SERMON   

CLICK HERE FOR CHILDREN'S MESSAGE  

Focused Outreach: Fearless?                    7-5-2020 

How connected is outreach with fear? As you think about that question see if you can relate with any of the 
following statements: 

“I don’t want to bring up God because I am afraid of what it might do to our family.” “I don’t want to tell him 
or her the life they are living is wrong because I am afraid it might damage our relationship and I don’t want to 
miss out on the opportunity to talk about Jesus down the road.”  “I am afraid of saying the wrong thing so I 
think it is best if I just stay quiet.” “I know they don’t go to church but they believe. I am just afraid that if I 
bring anything up it will push them away even farther.” 

Do any of those sound familiar? Have you ever said anything similar or have you ever thought something close 
to that?  

It can be easy for us to find reasons for fear in outreach so as we are spending some time looking at outreach 
this summer it is an important topic to address. But, please understand, it is also a difficult topic to address. 
Where do we draw the line between Godly patience and fear? Is it right to say that keeping quiet does not 
always mean we are afraid to speak? As we look to gain insight on this topic and root out the fear in our 
outreach, let us first go back to our lesson and hear Jesus encourage us. 

24 “A disciple is not above his teacher, nor is a servant above his master. 25 It is enough for the disciple to 
be like his teacher and the servant like his master. If the master of the house was called Beelzebul, how 
much more the members of his household! 26 “So do not be afraid of them, because there is nothing 

https://youtu.be/fXB8ihepUpEb
https://youtu.be/Ajdfiiu4XJM
https://youtu.be/uMTCg151jfo


7 
 

concealed that will not be revealed, and nothing hidden that will not be made known. 27 What I tell you 
in the dark, speak in the daylight; and what you hear whispered in your ear, proclaim from the 
housetops. 28 Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, fear the one who is 
able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 29 “Are not two sparrows sold for a small coin? Yet not one 

of them will fall to the ground without the knowledge and consent of your Father. 30 And even the 

hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 So do not be afraid. You are worth more than many sparrows. 
32 “Everyone who confesses me before others, I will also confess before my Father who is in 

heaven. 33 But whoever denies me before others, I will also deny before my Father who is in heaven. 
 

It is important to keep the opening comments of Jesus before us as we dive into this lesson. We are members 
of God’s house. We are not the heads of it, God is. That is right. The one who was stricken, smitten, and 
rejected, the one who was scorned by men and despised by the people is our head. He is our teacher and we 
are his disciples. Yet, isn’t it surprising how surprised we are by persecution? Isn’t it surprising how we are 
surprised by the ungodliness of this world? Perhaps we have faced physical persecution or perhaps it is merely 
the way modern Christians are called intolerant, gullible or naive, and backward. In our lesson, Jesus gives us 
the facts. We are not above our master who was persecuted first. In other words, when it comes to sharing 
God’s Word, there should be no surprise when there is not just disagreement but also persecution. In addition 
to that, those things should never lead to any sort of halt or delay on our work as Gospel heralds. We know 
our master and who he actually is, not just the false statements the enemy would propose. 

It is in light of this truth that God says, “so do not be afraid.” And what does this faith in God and this lack of 
fear because of our status as members of God’s household look like? God tells us proclaim! Speak all of God’s 
Word, proclaim in the daylight shout from the housetops, in other words, don’t be ashamed of God or he 
Word. Don’t apologize for it, be proud of who you are and what God has made known to you through his 
word! 

He says to us do not fear I, alone, am the one who gives or takes life. I, alone, am the one who sends to hell. 
Not even the most common of animals can fall to the ground without the consent of your Father, do you really 
think you have any reason to fear? You don’t. Do not be afraid. You are worth so much more to me than that. I 
have shown you this in sending my very own Son to live and die on your behalf. He paid for your sins of fear, 
he paid for your sins of being ashamed of me and your sins of valuing yourself more than me. Do not be afraid. 

It is clear, that Jesus does not want fear to play any part in our interaction with the Word and in how we seek 
to advance other people’s knowledge of it. So what takes it’s place and what does that look like. 

Well the opposite of fear is what would naturally take its place, that is courage. But where this all gets tricky is 
what that actually looks like in the life of a believer. For example, consider these two scenarios. 

Imagine someone jumping out of a plane for the first time. It may sound extreme but it might be easier for 
some of us to jump out of a plane than talk to that family member about their faith. The first time someone 
jumps out of a plane there might be a lot of fear. It might seem like the hardest thing to literally take that 
jump because all that is keeping them from jumping to their death is that parachute on their back. That first 
jump is a fearful one and there can be a lot of good excuses to say no, one being that God did not create 
human beings to fly.  

But then consider someone who is part of the airborne division in the military. They are serving their country. 
They know they are jumping out of that plane for a purpose. Ultimately, they are protecting their family by 
doing it and more than that, their country. They are not just jumping out of plane to jump out of a plane. They 
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are doing it because they know what is at stake, they are doing it because there is a mission to carry out and 
although they are jumping out alone, they also know they are not alone. They have support from the rest of 
their division. They are encouraged before they jump and they will regroup once on the ground. 

There is a lot of truth there for you and I. Yes, we may be met with anger. Yes, we may be met with 
frustration, we may be met with division and a lack of understanding. But we are part of God’s family and he is 
much greater and so much more comforting than a parachute strapped to our backs. 

Additionally, the mission we have is even more important. There is so much more at stake than just a way of 
life on earth. Eternity in heaven is what we have to proclaim. Forgiveness of sins is what we have to give by 
God’s grace. It is what we know and live in and what we know is there for others. True freedom from sin and 
guilt. True freedom from pain and sadness. 

In addition to that, look around you! Here is your family in Christ. We are here to encourage each other when 
we fail. We are here to point each other to the reasons we have not to be afraid. When we jump and succeed 
we are there to share in each other’s joy. When we jump and tumble and bounce, we are there to lift each 
other up and point each other back to Christ, our head.  

Finally, and maybe the greatest thing of all, if the worst thing imaginable happens and our life is taken. It is the 
hands of God that our life falls into, his good and gracious hands, his powerful and saving grace. You will open 
your eyes in heaven. 

Brothers and sisters in Christ. Outreach is one greatest commands Christ gives to you and me. It was the last 
thing he told us to do. It is also the greatest act of love we can show. It is selfless because it isn’t about us, it is 
about others. It is about wanting them to have no reason to fear. It is about wanting them to know the 
eternity of heaven alongside of us. It doesn’t mean we shove it down throats. But it also means we know God 
can and will work through us. God encourages us not to fear and he gives us all the reasons we need to be 
assured in that. Let us hold God to that promise and may we be both intentionally loving and confidently 
fearless in our outreach. Amen. 

And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. 
 

 Offering: (Though we are not meeting together at this time please do not forget the 

opportunity to give back what is rightfully God’s with respect to what he has given us. 

Offerings can be mailed or dropped off at church. You can also make use of online giving 

through the giveplus app or by going to the church’s website (www.christcambridge.com) and 

selecting the “Donate” tab under “About” in the site menu.) 

 

Prayer: 
L: Lord God, heavenly Father, we stand in wonder and praise as we reflect on your great love 

for us.  You have not treated us as our sins deserve, but have removed our transgressions 
as far as the east is from the west.  You have loved us who were by nature your enemies, 
and by that love have transformed us to be your sons and daughters. 

http://www.christcambridge.com/
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C:  We thank you for mercy and kindness.  Fill us with your Spirit that our attitudes and 
actions may reflect you as we live with those around us. 

 
L: Almighty Creator, the world as we know it groans under the sin mankind brought upon it, 

yet day by day our hearts are filled with wonder at the beauty we see around us.  The 
magnificence of the mountains, the delicacy of a daisy, the soaring of the swallows, and all 
the other wonders we see around us bear witness to your power, your wisdom, and your 
majesty, and the care you have for us as your creation. 

C: Enable us to trust that the God who has placed us in this world will sustain us until you 
take us to live with you.  Be with those who are struggling because they lack the basics of 
life so that they find their comfort in you.  May we who have received richly from your 
hand use the blessings in our hands to help others. 

 
L: King of kings and Lord of lords, we thank you for the blessing we enjoy of living in a free 

land, a place where we can worship you without fear of persecution, a country with great 
beauty and bounty.  There are many brothers and sisters in the faith who face just the 
opposite: deprivation, harassment, and even death because they confess your name. 

C: Keep us from a complacent attitude which fails to appreciate your gift.  Be with our 
political and civic leaders on the local, state and national levels that they may carry out 
their responsibilities in a way that gives glory to you.  Protect and preserve those who put 
their lives at risk to defend us. 

 

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

L: Eternal God, it is your desire that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made 
for everyone so that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.  We 
therefore bring these petitions before you as we also join in the prayer your Son has taught 
us:   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING: 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 
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Closing Hymn: “Jesus! And Shall It Ever Be” (Hymn #347) 
 

 

 

 

 


