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Information to help you stay connected and get involved! 

 CHURCH INFORMATION  
Pastor Sam Biebert 
Contact Information ChristCambridgePastor@gmail.com 

701.471.0341 (cell) 
Church Office 763.689.5333 
Webpage www.christcambridge.com 

 THIS WEEK AT CHRIST I JUNE 29—JULY 5  
SATURDAY Enjoy a fun a safe Independence Day! 
SUNDAY 9:00am Worship 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

Thank you! Thank you to all who helped to clean and beautify church for Woody's Memorial Service! 
 

Card Shower Our new Preschool teacher, Allison Grunke, will arrive July 5th. Emma Biebert is accepting 

gifts of cards, gifts cards, and money to put together a welcome basket. If you would like to welcome her in 

this way please get your contributions to Emma ASAP. Thank you! 
 

Challenge Week #1 We have all been blessed with different gifts. While some of us are more outgoing 

than others, try to step out of your comfort zone this week, if only in a small way. Here are some 

suggestions: 

· Get to know a fellow church member! Invite them over for a meal, write them a letter, or send them 

an email. Get to know their interests, ways you can help to encourage them in their faith, or how they 

can encourage you in yours. Ask how you can pray for them. Rejoice in the unity that is ours in Christ! 

· Get to know an acquaintance, or a work friend. Build a deeper relationship with them. Build towards 

getting to know their relationship with God; do they have one? Discover the challenges and struggles 

in their life, invite them over for a BBQ, or get to know their family. 

· Get to know a stranger. Make a plan to continue that relationship through a shared interest or by 

inviting them to church or a Bible information class and then attend with them. Work towards a 

deeper relationship that is founded in Christ's love for every person in this world. 

· Intentionally pray for a specific elected official whose policies you don't agree with. Ask for wisdom 

and love from God to see that individual as a child of God. Write them a letter founded in Christian 

encouragement and express your desire for them to carry out their job with integrity and wisdom. 

Social Distancing Thank you for actively protecting those 

you love and care for here at Christ! You are encouraged to 

continue using social distancing practices—masks, sanitizer, 

observing pew markings—as we adhere to MN Department 

of Health recommendations and help keep each other 
healthy! 

mailto:ChristCambridgePastor@gmail.com
http://www.christcambridge.com/
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MEDITATION ON 
THE MINISTRY OF THE KEYS 

 
Opening Hymn – “Your Works, Not Mine, O Christ” (Hymn #401) 
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(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism) 

In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: 
God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 
 
If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness,  
We lie and do not live by the truth. 
 
If we claim to be without sin,  
We deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
 
Confession of Sin 
Father, I have sinned against you and am no longer worthy to be called your child. Yet in 
mercy you sacrificed your only Son to purge away my guilt. For his sake O God, be merciful 
to me a sinner, and in the joy of your Holy Spirit let me serve you all my days. 
 
Silence for personal examination and confession. 
 
 

Absolution 
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness. Upon this, your confession, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 
 

The Lord isn’t flattered or fooled by insincere repentance or imitation faith such as he was seeing in the people 
of Israel.  He will reject those who persist in playing such games with him.  The words he spoke to the Israelites 
through Hosea call us to true contrition for sin and a confession of faith that is confirmed in our actions and 
attitudes. 

First Lesson: Hosea 5:15-6:6  
15 I will go. I will return to my place until they admit their guilt and seek my face. In their 
distress they will earnestly seek me. 
Come, let us return to the LORD. For he has torn us to pieces, but he will heal us. He has struck 
us, but he will bandage our wounds. 2 After two days he will revive us. On the third day he will 
raise us up, so that we may live in his presence. 3 Let us acknowledge the LORD. Let us pursue 
knowledge of the LORD. As surely as the sun rises, the LORD will appear. He will come to us like 
a heavy rain, like the spring rain that waters the earth. 
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4 What am I going to do with you, Ephraim? What am I going to do with you, Judah? For your 
faithfulness is like a morning mist, like early dew that disappears. 5 That is why I cut them to 
pieces by means of the prophets. I killed them with the words of my mouth. The judgments 
against you go forth like the light. 6 For I desire mercy, and not sacrifice, and the knowledge of 
God, rather than burnt offerings. 
 
 
The theme of this lesson is: “The just will live by faith.”  The faith that God created in the heart of Abraham – 

faith that enabled him to hold firm to God’s promises when, humanly speaking, it didn’t make sense – is 

witness to the faith that God can and does give to us also, faith that will be our righteousness. 

Second Lesson: Romans 4:18-25 
18 Hoping beyond what he could expect, he believed that he would become the father of many 
nations, just as he was told: “This is how many your descendants will be.”[e] 19 He did not 
weaken in faith, even though he considered his own body as good as dead (because he was 
about one hundred years old), and even though he considered Sarah’s womb to be dead. 20 He 
did not waver in unbelief with respect to God’s promise, but he grew strong in faith, giving 
glory to God 21 and being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had 
promised. 22 This is why “it was credited to him as righteousness.”[f] 
23 Now the statement “it was credited to him” was not written for him alone, 24 but also for us 
to whom it would be credited, namely, to us who believe in the one who raised our Lord Jesus 
from the dead. 25 He was handed over to death because of our trespasses and was raised to 
life because of our justification. 
 
VERSE OF THE DAY 
Alleluia. God Was in Christ reconciling the world to himself, and entrusting to us the message 
of reconciliation. Alleluia. (2 Corinthians 5:19) 
 
Gospel Reading: Matthew 9:9-13  
9 As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting in the tax collector’s 
booth. He said to him, “Follow me.” Matthew got up and followed him. 
10 As Jesus was reclining at the table in Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and sinners were 
actually there too, eating with Jesus and his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they said 
to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 
12 When Jesus heard this, he said to them, “The healthy do not need a physician, but the sick 
do. 13 Go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’ In fact, I did not come 
to call the righteous, but sinners.” 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+4&version=EHV#fen-EHV-28029e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+4&version=EHV#fen-EHV-28033f
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CONFESSION OF FAITH (Apostle’s Creed) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 

of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 

descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  From there he will come to 

judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

Sermon on Matthew 9:9-13 

Theme: Focused Outreach: Mercy for the People Served 

CLICK HERE FOR SERMON  

CLICK HERE FOR CHILDREN'S MESSAGE  

 

Focused Outreach: Mercy For The People Served                           6-28-2020  

Today, we are beginning our summer sermon series. The goal of it is to help us try and be more intentional 
both as a congregation but also as individual Christians. The reasons for this specific series are many but 
permit me to highlight a few. One of the biggest critiques out there on our church body is that we are not 
always the best at putting our faith in action. I am not saying this is necessarily a critique of this specific 
congregation but if you cornered me, I would readily admit that I could do better, and I think our congregation 
could do better. We are really good with our theology, really good at saying this is what the Bible says and 
letting the Bible always be our source for complete truth. That is something we can be thankful to God for and 
additionally, that is something we should still always strive to do better. That being said, I think we have a lot 
of room to grow in how that truth expresses itself in our life. In what we do and in what we say. I pray this 
series and the weekly suggestions or challenges can serve as another way to keep these weekly messages 
from God’s Word in our minds and on our hearts rather than just that time I spent on Sunday listening to 
some words before I went on with my week. 

Additionally, God has placed our ministry in this community and our residences in our varying respective 
communities. This congregation has a very broad range of influence. What a privilege to use what could be 
viewed as a challenge as one of our greatest strengths! This series will attempt to exploit that blessing as well.  

Finally, outreach in the midst of the COVID19 pandemic is most certainly met with challenges. How do we get 
out when many of the ways that we used to do that are not available this year? Again, one could quickly view 
this as a challenge or a roadblock. But I pray, this series will also serve us as seeing yet one more way that God 
has blessed us. He has, quite literally forced us to think about new ways to get out in our communities and to 
interact with individuals. It is my prayer, that over the course of this summer, we will grow as individuals but 
also collectively in how we approach the personal call to outreach that God has given to us. 

https://youtu.be/M3mxtEahrYo
https://youtu.be/bt2IGPwqrBE
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With all of that in mind, we come to our lesson from Matthew 9. It is the recording of Jesus calling the one 
God used to author this book, Matthew. As we remind ourselves of it once more, please note the two 
categories of people mentioned in these verses. There were the religious people, specifically here they are 
labeled Pharisees, ones who left no sacrifice undone, ones who knew the Scriptures and walked the walk, and 
then there was the second group, that of “sinners”.  This group is comprised of Matthew who was a tax 
collector himself,  and other tax collectors, people despised as a traitors who collaborated with the enemy 
forces occupying their country for their own monetary gain and then the general sinner, namely, people who 
where obviously living in direct opposition to Jewish law. Look at these two groups, and please make note of 
how Jesus deals with them.  

9 As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting in the tax collector’s booth. He said 
to him, “Follow me.” Matthew got up and followed him. 
10 As Jesus was reclining at the table in Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and sinners were actually 
there too, eating with Jesus and his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, 
“Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 
12 When Jesus heard this, he said to them, “The healthy do not need a physician, but the sick do. 13 Go 
and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’ In fact, I did not come to call the righteous, 
but sinners. 

 
That person just isn’t worth it. That person would never believe. I have tried telling that person about Jesus 
before and nothing came of it. It is just a lost cause.  

Have you ever thought this way? We are pretty quick to play God, aren’t we? We are pretty quick to think we 
have the ability to read people’s hearts. We can be pretty quick to label people as sinners who are not worth 
our time. But what is our basis for doing so? Is it because we have seen something they have done? Is it 
because we have heard something they said? Is it because we have compared how they live their life to how 
we live ours? 

How about this for a question? Have you ever listened to that person or those people? Have you ever, for that 
matter, sat down and had a meal with that person or those people? Have you ever gotten to know the why 
behind that person’s actions? Can you truly say you have attempted to show real care to that person? 

I am going to make the assumption we can all agree that we are to model Jesus as our example for Christian 
living. How does Jesus words and actions, here in our lesson, give us an example to grow in how we can 
become more focused in our outreach? That is a question that is well worth our time to think about and to 
ponder. 

First, we must come to the conclusion that we have sin to confess and in doing that, we have forgiveness to 
live in. We have sin to confess in that we have thought of God as too small, to weak to change a heart with the 
power of his word. We have considered some to be unworthy of our time and unworthy of the words passing 
out over our lips to express God’s Word to people that we deemed not able to listen. We need to confess that 
because look at the power God’s word has on Matthew, the tax collector, the one in the group of the 
“sinners”. So powerful was the Word of God in that call to Matthew that he left his station and his old life 
behind and followed. You and I have that same power, not in the of the words we can think of or conjure up 
but in the power of the Word God has given you and in the power of that same Word God has made to live in 
you. Let us never sell it short or be afraid of unleashing it. 
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Second, we have to look at the rest of the group of the sinners, the other tax collectors and the other sinners. 
We are not given any names. We are not told what, if anything came from their time with Jesus. But we are 
told about how Jesus used his time with them. He didn’t write them off. He didn’t view them as unworthy of 
his time. He didn’t allow his ego to be affected by how he might be viewed if he associated with them. No, he 
goes, and he eats with them. He talks with them and he listens to them, he shares a meal with them. It is very 
possible that none of these others ever followed Jesus, or for that matter, even believed in Jesus, but that 
didn’t stop Jesus from showing how much he cared about them. That didn’t stop Jesus from putting forth the 
effort to show them the truth that he truly did come for everyone.  

What would it look like if we did that? Scary to think about isn’t it…or maybe is it a little exciting to think 
about? What would it look like if we went out of our way to associate with the tax collectors of Cambridge or 
North Branch? The tax collectors and sinners from Bethel to Pine City to Milaca and Princeton? What would it 
look like if we even just got to know someone that we have never given the time of day previously? What 
would it look like if we each made it our goal this summer to get to know someone new, what they like and 
don’t like, struggles they have gone through and invite them to church? What would it look like if we shared a 
meal with them a meal and more than that, the one to follow! I bet we would get pushed a little bit out of our 
comfort zone, but it would be for the better. I bet we would have to struggle over God’s Word and wrestle 
with both how to actually listen to those individuals, individuals who we would probably not see eye to eye 
with in many ways, but we would also have to struggle over how to actually apply God’s Word to these 
people’s lives. 

Brother’s and sisters in Christ, let’s make this summer a summer that seizes the opportunity to show mercy for 
the people saved by Christ, that means more people than just the people who think like you or the people 
who think like me. I challenge you to try to do that in a new way, help me to do the same. Together, may we 
grow in seeing the one we follow, how he gave his life completely for us, and why that gives us the privilege of 
leading others to hear the call from our powerful God to follow him. Amen. 

And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. 
 

 Offering: (Though we are not meeting together at this time please do not forget the 

opportunity to give back what is rightfully God’s with respect to what he has given us. 

Offerings can be mailed or dropped off at church. You can also make use of online giving 

through the giveplus app or by going to the church’s website (www.christcambridge.com) and 

selecting the “Donate” tab under “About” in the site menu.) 

 

Prayer: 
L: We offer our heartfelt thanks this day to you, O Lord, for all of your goodness and mercy 

toward us.  You provide us richly with all things for our enjoyment.  You hear and answer 
our prayers.  You guard and protect us at all times.  Most important of all, you remind us 
day in and day out that you love us, that you have forgiven our sins, that you have adopted 
us to be your own.  

C:  It is in your word and promises alone that we have peace and stand secure. 
 

http://www.christcambridge.com/
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L: Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you, to be your disciples.  Our hearts and minds are 
flabbergasted by the thought.  We see our weaknesses and failings and wonder how this 
can be, especially since we know that you see our sin much more clearly than we do.  
Perhaps the world has also deemed us unworthy of the honor.  Yet your pronouncement 
stands firm. 

C: Bless us with your Spirit and live within us with increasing power that your light and love 
and life may flow through and from us in greater measure. 

 
L: Lord of the church, you enabled the early leaders of the Lutheran reformation to give a 

clear witness to the hope that was within them in the document we know as the Augsburg 
Confession.  In keeping with your instruction, their statement of faith was presented with 
gentleness and respect so that they might win the hearts of others.  The need for such 
confessions and such a spirit remain in our own day. 

C: Grant us your Spirit, as you have promised, so that we are always prepared to speak to 
others the reason we have for the hope that is within us.  There are many in the world 
today who profess to proclaim your name, but speak that which is contrary to your Word.  
Give us the ability to proclaim your truth, especially in those times that we face 
opposition, so that you may be known. 

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

L: Heavenly Father, you are always more ready to listen than we are to pray, and more willing 

to grant than we are to ask, hear our thoughts and words for the sake of your Son Jesus 

who has taught us to pray:   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING: 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 
 
Closing Hymn: “Chief of Sinners Though I Be” (Hymn #385) 

(Click Here For Song And Lyrics) 
 

 

 

https://youtu.be/xzbTc8A7sRI
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