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Welcome! Though I am not able to physically worship with you, it is an honor to share God’s 
word with you and direct your worship to our great God, he is most worthy of our praise and 
worship! 
 
I cannot direct you to the restroom or a quiet place for your children, I trust you to know that 
wherever you might be. However, I would like to encourage you to put distractions aside, they 
can wait. Give your time and attention to God. I would also like to remind you of God’s 
promise that his Holy Spirit is actively working wherever his word is (Hebrews 4:12). 
 
I would also like to give you some brief info concerning the service. This particular order of 
service, was chosen for its simplicity but also because of the message it reminds us of, namely, 
that God has given to each believer the power to forgive or not forgive sins. Worship in 
confidence that God hears and recognizes your praise even if it is in the setting of your own 
home for a time. 
 
You can go through the service together as a family, individually, or with someone leading and 
the rest joining in on the bold sections. 
 
Finally, links have been included for the two hymns, a sermon, and the children’s message. 
They will take you to YOUTUBE where there will be words, music and an additional voice 
singing (for the first hymn but not for the second). If it helps your worship please make use of 
it, if you don’t prefer that, or prefer just follow along and meditate on the words that is, 
obviously, also fine.  
 
Today we celebrate the day of Pentecost. The day on which the disciples spoke in different 
languages.  Tongues of fire on the heads of the faithful.  The sound of a violent wind when 
there was no wind.  Those dramatic events capture our attention.  But they were only the 
signs of something far greater: The Lord kept his promise to send his Holy Spirit upon his own.  
The fulfillment begun on that day continues to the present.  The outpouring of gifts might not 
be as dramatic in our time, but it is just as real so that we can carry on the work of proclaiming 
the Gospel. May God bless your worship and your celebration today! 
 
 
-Pastor Sam Biebert 
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MEDITATION ON 
THE MINISTRY OF THE KEYS 

 
Opening Hymn – “Perfect Wisdom Of Our God” – Keith and Kristyn Getty 

(Click Here For Song And Lyrics)  
 
(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism) 

In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: 
God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 
 
If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness,  
We lie and do not live by the truth. 
 
If we claim to be without sin,  
We deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
 
Confession of Sin 
Father, I have sinned against you and am no longer worthy to be called your child. Yet in 
mercy you sacrificed your only Son to purge away my guilt. For his sake O God, be merciful 
to me a sinner, and in the joy of your Holy Spirit let me serve you all my days. 
 
Silence for personal examination and confession. 
 
 

Absolution 
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness. Upon this, your confession, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/hSnzYnOe6kI
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In the Old Testament God poured out his Spirit on the prophets and so revealed his will though visions and dreams. In 
Numbers 11, God anointed the 70 elders with his Spirit so that they prophesied. When Moses’ young aide loyally 
objected to some of the elders prophesying in the camp, Moses said, “I wish that all the LORD’s people were prophets 
and that the LORD would put his Spirit on them!” The prophet Joel said that one day, Moses’ wish would be fulfilled. But 
when? “Afterward,” in the Messianic age, in the last age of the earth that began on the day God kept the promise of Joel  
and the wish of Moses and put his Spirit on all his people. 

First Lesson: Joel 2:28-29  
28 After this, I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh. 
    Your sons and your daughters will prophesy. 
    Your old men will dream dreams. 
    Your young men will see visions. 
29 Even on the servants, both male and female,I will pour out my Spirit in those days. 

 
Psalm 51 
Refrain: Come, Holy Spirit, renew our hearts and kindle in us the fire of your love. 

O Lord, open my lips,  
and my mouth will declare your praise 
 
You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; 
You do not take pleasure in burnt offerings. 

 

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 

A broken and contrite hear, O God, you will not despise. 

  

Create in me a pure heart, O God,  

And renew a steadfast spirit within me, 
 
Do not cast me from your presence  
or take your Holy Spirit from me. 
 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
And grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.  
 
Then I will teach transgressors your ways, 
And sinners will turn back to you. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
And to the Holy Spirit,  
As it was in the beginning, 
Is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Refrain: Come, Holy Spirit, renew our hearts and kindle in us the fire of your love. 
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The Church follows in the footsteps of Christ who was prepared for his ministry by a dramatic, visible outpouring of the 
Spirit at his baptism. Jesus kept his promise to baptize them with the Holy Spirit and with fire. The real miracle of 
Pentecost is the transformative gift of the Holy Spirit, taking timid followers of Jesus and making them bold witnesses 
who carried the Gospel to the world. The sound of the violent wind served as a sign, but was not the gift. The tongues of 
fire marked its arrival, but they were not the gift. Miraculously speaking in foreign languages was a result, but it was not 
the gift. “All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit.” Moses wished it; Joel foretold it; the disciples lived it. The sin that 
had scattered mankind at Babel had been atoned. The last age of the earth (vv 19--‐21) wouldn’t be marked by the 
dividing of the peoples, but by their uniting into the Church of Christ where there is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor 
free, male nor female. 

Second Lesson: Acts 2:1-21 
When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like 
the rushing of a violent wind came from heaven, and it filled the whole house where they 
were sitting. 3 They saw divided tongues that were like fire resting on each one of them. 4 They 
were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, since the Spirit was 
giving them the ability to speak fluently. 

5 Now there were godly Jewish men from every nation under heaven living in 
Jerusalem. 6 When this sound was heard, a crowd came together and was confused, because 
each one heard them speaking in his own language. 7 They were completely baffled and said to 
each other, “Look, are not all these men who are speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each 
of us hears them speaking in his own native language? 9 Parthians, Medes, and Elamites; 
residents of Mesopotamia, and of Judea, Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt, and the parts of Libya around Cyrene; visitors from Rome, both Jews and 
proselytes; 11 Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring in our own languages the wonderful 
works of God.” 12 They were all amazed and perplexed. They kept saying to one another, 
“What does this mean?” 13 But others mocked them and said, “They are full of new wine.” 

14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice, and spoke loudly and clearly to them: 
“Men of Judea, and all you residents of Jerusalem, understand this, and listen closely to my 
words. 15 These men are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only the third hour of the 
day. 16 On the contrary, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 

17 This is what God says will happen in the last days: 
I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh. Your sons and your daughters will prophesy. Your young 
men will see visions. Your old men will dream dreams. 18 Even on my servants, both men and 
women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy. 19 I will show wonders in 
the sky above, and signs on the earth below, blood and fire and a rising cloud of smoke. 20 The 
sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and 
glorious day of the Lord. 21 And this will happen: Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord 
will be saved. 
 
VERSE OF THE DAY 
Alleluia. Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful people, and kindle in them the fire of 
your live. Alleluia.  
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Gospel Reading (Sermon Text): John 16:5-11  
5 “But now I am going away to him who sent me, and not one of you asks me, ‘Where are you 

going?’ 6 Yet because I have told you these things, sorrow has filled your heart. 7 Nevertheless, 

I am telling you the truth: It is good for you that I go away. For if I do not go away, the 

Counselor will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you. 8 When he comes, he will 

convict the world about sin, about righteousness, and about judgment: 9 about sin, because 

they do not believe in me; 10 about righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you 

will no longer see me; 11 about judgment, because the ruler of this world has been 

condemned. 

 

APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 

of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,  and was buried. He 

descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  From there he will come to 

judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

  

 

Sermon on John 16:5-11 

Theme: “A Departed Jesus Means A Closer God” 

Click Here For Sermon 

 Click Here For Children's Message 

Sermon Theme: A Departed Jesus Means A Closer God             5/31/2020 

Here we are at the end of May, the beginning of June in 2020. Our country and the world are still trying to find 
our feet from being knocked down by the health scare COVID19 has brought. At this same time, we are a 
country divided. If you don’t agree with me in everything I think politically, well then you are wrong, and I am 
against you seems to be the way we are operating. Respect for elected officials and public servants is at an all-
time low. Additionally, there is rioting going on in our state. At least one police officer has been arrested and 
more are being investigated for doing the opposite of what they were commissioned to do, namely, to 
protect. That is just the public stuff. Currently, problems abound. Maybe frustration is building in your homes. 
Maybe your heart is aching for someone going through a tough time and you can’t be there for them. Maybe 
your head is reeling with questions over how to go forward, how can we continue on with life in any way that 

https://youtu.be/kYDnXMXf9UY
https://youtu.be/XIXAm10oMk4
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seems normal. What is happening in this world? How do we solve it? Can we solve it? Are you finding yourself 
asking any, some, or all of these questions? 

Or do we find ourselves thinking that we know all the answers? We have our thoughts on things, and we are 
quicker to voice them than we are to allow them to be captive to the Word of God. We play into the media on 
whatever side we tend to agree with and push that agenda. We are seasoned at going to our phones to check 
social media to get our news and to get the way we are going to think about something but we aren’t so quick 
to go to God’s Word and hear what he has to say about something. We are quick to express frustration in a 
situation, but we are slow to pray to our God about that situation.   

We are good at asking questions, but have you been asking God any questions? Maybe you have been asking 
questions and yet God doesn’t seem to be doing a lot of talking back to you and me. If that is case for you it 
may feel like maybe you have been asking God the wrong questions. Is sorrow filling your heart because of 
what you see and hear going on and God does not seem to be doing any comforting for you and for your 
heart? Is frustration filling your heart? Is sickness over this world and this life filling your heart? Is anger or 
hate filling your heart? 

I would wager a guess that one or more of these things is troubling you. And maybe part of what is troubling 
us is the thought that God’s Word does not address what is going on in our world today, or that God’s word is 
not relevant to what is going on in our world today. Additionally, today, we are celebrating Pentecost. We are 
celebrating a day that took place many, many years ago, a day where visible proof was given of God’s 
presence and a day where thousands came to faith as a result of God’s word being preached. But do we see 
that today? Not really. In fact, today, at best, churches are operating at 25% or less. Today, our minds are 
more focused on politics and activists rather than on the word of God. Nevertheless, today God still comes to 
us in his Word. Nevertheless, Pentecost is the day that we celebrate God coming to us even closer. It is the day 
that we celebrate God making his home in us, living in us and filling us. Today we are celebrating the fact that 
a departed Jesus means a closer God! This is why I encourage you today, to listen and see as we still celebrate 
this day. 

5 “But now I am going away to him who sent me, and not one of you asks me, ‘Where are you 
going?’ 6 Yet because I have told you these things, sorrow has filled your heart. 7 Nevertheless, I am telling you 
the truth: It is good for you that I go away. For if I do not go away, the Counselor will not come to you. But if I go, I 
will send him to you. 8 When he comes, he will convict the world about sin, about righteousness, and about 
judgment: 9 about sin, because they do not believe in me; 10 about righteousness, because I am going to the Father 
and you will no longer see me; 11 about judgment, because the ruler of this world has been condemned. 

In John 13, Peter had asked Jesus where he was going and, additionally, he expressed his loyalty to follow 
Jesus anywhere – even to death. But Peter was not on the right track and he didn’t really even try to learn 
where Jesus was going and why he was going there. Later on, in chapter 14 of John, Thomas spoke about not 
knowing where Jesus was going but he also, did not actively try to find out the place or even to understand the 
response Jesus gave to him despite the fact that Jesus addressed his frustrations. In fact, at this point, knowing 
that Jesus is saying all of this before his suffering, his death and resurrection, we see that there is only sadness 
that filled their heart. Not one of them was asking of Jesus for answers, not one of them was seeking them, at 
best there was just complaints to Jesus, and no one was actively knocking on the door so that Jesus might 
open it and share comfort with them. At best there was sorrow, at worst there was despair. There was focus 
on the present and there was sorrow over the words of Jesus because they didn’t seem to be the solution. 

Have you ever found yourselves thinking the same? That Jesus’ plan doesn’t seem to solve right our plights 
and our problems right now? Have you ever found yourselves looking elsewhere for your comforts and your 
joys because God’s comfort and his won and earned joy doesn’t seem to be doing it for you? Have you found 
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yourselves feeling that this world is spinning out of control and so our future looks dim and scary and God’s 
victory on your behalf doesn’t really settle your nerves? If you have, and I think it is safe to say that is true of 
all of us at one point or another, then we need to hear Jesus words, his words that he says to you and me 
knowing full well our thoughts. But more than that, we need to see his promised action, action he promises 
knowing full well it will often be carried out in front of blind eyes.  

We see that in our lesson when Jesus says “Nevertheless, I am telling you the truth: It is good for you that I 
go away. For if I do not go away, the Counselor will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you.” 

Just as Jesus knew what was in the hearts of the disciples, he also knows what is in our hearts. Just as Jesus 
knew what the disciples needed; he also knows what it is that we need more than anything. The world needs, 
you and I need, to be convicted in our sin. We cannot think that we are capable of making this world a heaven. 
It is not possible, and it will only do as it is currently doing when we think that way, it will spiral out of control.  

This world, that includes you and me, need to be convicted concerning righteousness. God demands a 
righteousness that is equal to the perfection of the Father, humans cannot claim that righteousness for 
ourselves. All who reject God’s Son are left to their own righteousness, a righteousness that will never add up 
to that perfect mark. 

This world, and that includes you and me, through any rejection of Jesus, if even in ways that seem small and, 
at least to our eyes, insignificant, are choosing this world’s prince, Satan. At the very moment Jesus is speaking 
these words, he was on his way to confront Satan himself. Through Jesus’ death and resurrection, he sealed 
Satan’s doom, he is judged and condemned. All who reject Jesus share in Satan’s judgement. 

This is why Jesus had to leave. This is why it is actually for our good, our benefit that Jesus went away. Jesus 
had to continue on as planned. If he didn’t, God’s salvation for us would not be complete. It is only through 
the completed work of Jesus, through the entirety of his work, his life, his death, his resurrection and his 
return to the throne of power as the judge of all, that the Holy Spirit works. It is through these means, the 
gospel, the truth about Jesus love on behalf of you and me, the truth about Jesus righteousness being our 
robe, the Spirit works and lives in our hearts. To separate ourselves from the gospel is to separate ourselves 
from Jesus. To desire anything less or more than what the gospel tells us is to desire the Holy Spirit to work 
apart from himself, apart from God. It really is true; a departed Jesus means a closer God to you and me.  

So maybe, instead of letting the news drive us mad, let us open God’s Word and praise God for having the 
Spirit drive us closer to peace. Maybe instead of posting an opinion, right or wrong, let us listen to the Spirit 
share the eternal truth of God to us. Maybe instead of looking around at the sadness in this world and those 
who are living in a state of rebellion against God, let us hear and know, as the Holy Spirit works in our hearts, 
of the eternal dwelling of joy that is ours rejoicing in the multitude of believers that will be gathered there 
with us. Instead of focusing on all sorts of human things to gain a body in our church may we remember what 
we have, we have in the word of God the very power of God. We have the active power of the Holy Spirit 
working through it. May we always show how proud we are of that and how confident we are in that. Amen. 

And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. 

 

Offering: (Though we are not meeting together at this time please do not forget the 

opportunity to give back what is rightfully God’s with respect to what he has given us. 

Offerings can be mailed or dropped off at church. You can also make use of online giving 

through the giveplus app or by going to the church’s website (www.christcambridge.com) and 

selecting the “Donate” tab under “About” in the site menu.) 

http://www.christcambridge.com/
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Prayer: 
Lord Jesus, you have fulfilled your promise to send your Holy Spirit on those who are your 

own.  For this we thank and praise you.  It is because you have been faithful to your word 

that others, blessed with the Spirit and his gifts, have brought the Gospel to us.  It is 

because you have poured out that same Holy Spirit on us that we believe in you and rejoice 

in the spiritual gifts he has given us.  May the truth that you continue to keep the promise 

you made to your disciples give us the confidence that you will keep all your other promises 

as well. 

O Lord, you work righteousness and justice for all who are oppressed. Move the hearts of 

all people, that the barriers which unjustly divide us may crumble, suspicions may 

disappear, and hatreds may cease. Heal our divisions, that we might live in peace, through 

your Son, Jesus.  

Additionally, we ask that you look in mercy on our nation as we struggle with discord and 

civil unrest. Frustrate the plans of those who would stir up violence and strife and bless the 

efforts of all who promote harmony and peace. Give to our leaders and all in authority a 

special measure of wisdom and patience as they carry out their tasks and grant that justice 

may prevail throughout our land. Help us as Christian citizens to reflect your love in all we 

do. Let the preaching of your gospel, which alone can bring true peace to human hearts, be 

heard throughout our land. Hear us for the sake of Jesus, the Prince of peace, our Savior.  

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

O Holy Spirit, you intercede for us with groans that words cannot express.  Transform our 

human petitions to sanctified prayer through the merits of Jesus, who has taught us to 

pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING: 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 
 
Closing Hymn: “We Now Implore God The Holy Ghost” (Click Here For Music and Lyrics) 

https://youtu.be/T2stq-6xXfw

