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Welcome! Though I am not able to physically worship with you, it is an honor to share God’s 
word with you and direct your worship to our great God, he is most worthy of our praise and 
worship! 
 
I cannot direct you to the restroom or a quiet place for your children, I trust you to know that 
wherever you might be. However, I would like to encourage you to put distractions aside, they 
can wait. Give your time and attention to God. I would also like to remind you of God’s 
promise that his Holy Spirit is actively working wherever his word is (Hebrews 4:12). 
 
I would also like to give you some brief info concerning the service. This particular order of 
service, was chosen for its simplicity but also because of the message it reminds us of, namely, 
that God has given to each believer the power to forgive or not forgive sins. Additionally, it ties 
in nicely with our gospel lesson. Worship in confidence that God hears and recognizes your 
praise even if it is in the setting of your own home for a time. 
 
You can go through the service together as a family, individually, or with someone leading and 
the rest joining in on the bold sections. 
 
Finally, links have been included for the two hymns, a sermon, and the children’s message. 
They will take you to YOUTUBE where there will be words, music and an additional voice 
singing (for the first hymn but not for the second). If it helps your worship please make use of 
it, if you don’t prefer that, or prefer just follow along and meditate on the words that is, 
obviously, also fine.  
 
Today we continue our series of sermons on the theme “FAILED PLANS”. Today, is GOOD 
SHEPHERD SUNDAY. A shepherd that is good will talk to his sheep, keep them calm and bring 
them to the intended destination. Trouble comes to the sheep only when they fail to listen 
and that is the caution we will be addressing today, “When we don’t want to listen”. May God 
bless you and your worship as we go to our God who continues to guide us with his voice and 
shepherd us in the best possible way, our God who gives us the victory in Christ! 
 
-Pastor Sam Biebert 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MEDITATION ON 
THE MINISTRY OF THE KEYS 

 
Opening Hymn – “My Soul Longs for the Lord” – Keith & Kristen Getty 

(Click Here for Hymn and Lyrics)  
 
(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism) 
 

In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: 
God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 
 
If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness,  
We lie and do not live by the truth. 
 
If we claim to be without sin,  
We deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
 
 
Confession of Sin 
Father, I have sinned against you and am no longer worthy to be called your child. Yet in 
mercy you sacrificed your only Son to purge away my guilt. For his sake O God, be merciful 
to me a sinner, and in the joy of your Holy Spirit let me serve you all my days. 
 
Silence for personal examination and confession. 
 
 

Absolution 
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness. Upon this, your confession, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/avFBQh0iWMI


Note the sharp contrast between true shepherds and false shepherds. The apostles’ care for Christ and his 
Church leads them to raise up more leaders to serve. See how these new leaders enter by the gate! Stephen 
holds to Christ no matter what the consequences! But how true are Jesus’ words about false shepherds in our 
gospel lesson: they come only to kill and destroy. With their words and teeth and rocks they testified to whom 
they belonged. Stephen was a martyr until the end, a witness of the Savior who waited to bring him to eternal 
pasture. Psalm 23 graces many funerals. How fitting that on this day when we hear of the Church’s first 
martyr, we read Psalm 23 and remember Stephen, a true shepherd who now dwells in the house of the Lord 
forever. 

First Lesson: Acts 6:1-9; 7:2a, 51-60 
In those days, as the number of disciples was increasing, a complaint arose from the Greek-
speaking Jews against the Hebrew-speaking Jews, because their widows were being 
overlooked in the daily distribution of food. 

2 So the Twelve called together the whole group of disciples and said, “It is not right for us to 
neglect the word of God in order to wait on tables. 3 Brothers, carefully select from among you 
seven men with good reputations, who are full of the Holy[a] Spirit and wisdom. We will put 
them in charge of this service. 4 But we will devote ourselves to prayer and the ministry of the 
word.” 

5 This proposal pleased the entire group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy 
Spirit, also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicholas, a proselyte from Antioch. 

6 They had these men stand before the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them. 

7 The word of God kept on spreading, and the number of disciples in Jerusalem increased 
greatly. Also a large group of priests became obedient to the faith. 

8 Now Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and miraculous signs among 
the people. 9 Some men who were from what is called the Synagogue of the Freedmen 
(Cyrenians, Alexandrians, and some from Cilicia and Asia) rose up and disputed with Stephen. 

2 Stephen said, “Gentlemen, brothers and fathers, listen! 

51 “You stiff-necked people, with uncircumcised hearts and ears! You always resist the Holy 
Spirit! You are doing just what your fathers did. 52 Which of the prophets did your fathers not 
persecute? They killed those who prophesied the coming of the Righteous One, and now you 
have become his betrayers and murderers— 53 you who received the law as transmitted by 
angels, but did not keep it.” 

54 When they heard these things, they were furious and gnashed their teeth at him. 55 But 
Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed up into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56 He said, “Look, I see heaven opened, and the Son of Man 
standing at the right hand of God.” 

57 But they screamed at the top of their voices, covered their ears, and rushed at him with one 
purpose in mind. 58 They threw him out of the city and stoned him. The witnesses laid their 
cloaks at the feet of a young man named Saul. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+6&version=EHV#fen-EHV-27097a


59 While they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!” 60 Then he 
fell to his knees and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” After 
he said this, he fell asleep. 

Psalm 23 
1 The LORD is my shepherd. 

I lack nothing. 
2 He causes me to lie down in green pastures. 

He leads me beside quiet waters. 
3 He restores my soul. 

He guides me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 
4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil, for you are with me. 
Your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

5 You set a table for me in the presence of my foes. 
You drench my head with oil. 

My cup is overflowing. 
6 Surely goodness and mercy will pursue me all the days of my life, 

and I will live in the house of the LORD forever. 
 

Undoubtedly, the Church was rocked by the martyrdom of Stephen—Peter included. Yet Peter reminds us that 
not even suffering and tragedy can remove us from the care of our Good Shepherd. To be the gate for straying 
sheep meant that Jesus had to suffer for us. So Jesus did—willingly, silently—bearing the sins of straying sheep. 
Now Peter calls us to follow our Shepherd and Overseer, even if it means that we suffer for doing good. 

Second Lesson: 1 Peter 2:19-25 
19 For this is favorable: if a person endures sorrows while suffering unjustly because he is 
conscious of God. 20 For what credit is it to you if you receive a beating for sinning and 
patiently endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and endure it, this is favorable with God. 

21 Indeed, you were called to do this, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you[h] an 
example so that you would follow in his steps. 22 He did not commit a sin, and no deceit was 
found in his mouth. 23 When he was insulted, he did not insult in return. When he suffered, he 
made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 24 He himself carried 
our sins in his body on the tree so that we would be dead to sins and alive to righteousness. By 
his wounds you were healed. 25 For you were like sheep going astray, but you are now 
returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 

 
VERSE OF THE DAY 
Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. I am the good shepherd; I know my 
sheep and my sheep know me. Alleluia. (John 10:14) 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+2&version=EHV#fen-EHV-30408h


Gospel Reading (Sermon Text): John 10:1-10 
“Amen, Amen, I tell you: Anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the door, but climbs in 
by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The one who enters by the door is the shepherd 
of the sheep. 3 The doorkeeper opens the door for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He 
calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own sheep, 
he walks ahead of them. The sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 They will never 
follow a stranger, but will run away from him, because they do not know the voice of 
strangers.” 6 Jesus used this illustration in speaking to the people, but they did not understand 
what he was telling them. 

7 So Jesus said again, “Amen, Amen, I tell you: I am the door for the sheep. 8 All who came 
before me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the door. 
Whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come in and go out, and find pasture. 

10 “A thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it 
abundantly. 

 

Sermon on John 10:1-10 

Theme: FAILED PLANS: “WHEN WE DON’T WANT TO LISTEN” 

Click Here For Sermon  

Click Here For Children's Message  

Failed Plans: When we don’t Want To Listen                  5-3-2020 

Are you getting sick of listening? I am not talking about the ability to hear, but maybe you are getting sick of 
hearing about the corona virus. Maybe you are getting sick about hearing about conspiracy theories. Maybe 
you are getting sick of hearing your child say they are board. Maybe you are getting sick of hearing about 
people who are sick and suffering and because you are getting sick, you are looking for something else to 
listen to that takes your mind off of hearing the same message over and over again. Are you getting sick of 
listening? 

When I was a kid, I would often get sick of listening. My parents would tell me something over and over again 
and it seemed like, without fail, I would eventually get sick of listening. I would listen to one of my brothers or 
I would listen to what I thought was a good idea, I would disobey what they told me not to do and it would 
almost always end up with me getting hurt or disciplined and left me wishing I would have just listened to 
them in the first place.  

As people, we can get sick of listening relatively quickly, especially when we have heard something over and 
over again. We get frustrated and think we get it, we think we understand but, at the same time, it doesn’t 
take long after letting that mindset take over where we find ourselves in some sort of trouble and wishing we 
would have only listened one more time. It is the same way with God’s Word. How often have we heard over 
and over and over about Jesus, what he has done for us and how important it is to have him as our priority? It 
is an old message; it is the only message that God places a priority on and yet it gets tiresome to our ears. We 
go searching for something new, something exciting, something that makes more sense to our ears and is 
easier to listen to. And when we do, we find ourselves or will find ourselves once more with failed plans. 

https://youtu.be/i-G2uavP3U8
https://youtu.be/jrI-OPO5ZDc


This is why I can confidently stand before you today knowing that this portion from God’s word is important 
for you, it is crucial for you to listen to. So please, bring your failed plans to God with complete honesty. Ask 
yourself how much they have to do with not listening and with not wanting to listen, and hear the words from 
John 10 once more as we look at those times when our failed plans result from the times we don’t want to 
listen. 

“Amen, Amen, I tell you: Anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the door, but climbs in by some 
other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The one who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The 
doorkeeper opens the door for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name 
and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own sheep, he walks ahead of them. The sheep 
follow him because they know his voice. 5 They will never follow a stranger, but will run away from him, 
because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6 Jesus used this illustration in speaking to the people, 
but they did not understand what he was telling them. 7 So Jesus said again, “Amen, Amen, I tell you: I 
am the door for the sheep. 8 All who came before me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not 
listen to them. 9 I am the door. Whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come in and go out, 
and find pasture. 10 “A thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and 
have it abundantly. 

Jesus clearly makes a big deal out of listening. He also makes a big deal about listening to other voices and just 
how harmful that can be. But notice, he says my sheep do not know the voice of strangers. In other words, 
Jesus is encouraging us to close our ears, to tune out voices, he is telling us not to listen, but he is telling us not 
to listen to others. He tells us that it is vital to following him, to listen to his voice. 

Is that a problem for you? Our world, especially now, has a lot of voices saying just how bad, how negative it 
is, to be a sheep. And the stigma behind that has a lot to do with listening, especially listening to only one side. 
This thought mocks just simply following because someone is telling us something that is their idea of what is 
best for us. Is that What Jesus is doing? Is that what you have a problem with? 

Or maybe you have pushed God’s Word out a side door, maybe you have gotten lazy to listening. You are 
relying on your own strength and your own memory. “I already know my shepherds voice”, we tell ourselves. I 
don’t need to waste my time with another devotion, another video sermon, or prayer with my family. I can do 
it tomorrow we tell ourselves, or the next day. Yet the words coming out of our mouths say otherwise. The 
thoughts in our heads paint a different picture. The dust on our Bibles tell another tale. The desire for the 
world’s idea of fun or success shows a different shepherd has taken over. How much time and effort we spend 
listening to others and ignoring the comforting words of our Good Shepherd pens us up with a different flock 
and so little by little, our desire to listen to the one shepherd fades with each passing day. 

Or maybe we are frustrated. We are frustrated because it seems like it is only a one way street. God wants us 
to listen to him but it seems like he never listens to us. I mean in the Governor’s press conference this past 
Thursday, he said how this was basically all going to continue on for another two weeks. What will happen 
after that? He didn’t say. Frustration may be setting in. Questions are getting asked. Doubts are creeping up. 
So many people are struggling with mental health, physical health in non-virus related ways. Funerals and 
weddings are cancelled. Life seems empty. It can be a struggle to find joy the way we once new it not so long 
ago. So we start getting bitter with our ears, we actually start to get frustrated with God and we don’t want to 
listen in a different sort of way.  

Do any of these things sound familiar? Have you found yourself in one or many of these scenarios? Has 
another voice brought you lasting peace or just anger? Has another voice solved your problems or has it just 
painted over them and now there are new ones? Have you ever found anything lasting or permanent in your 
own solutions or in the voices of others? Or have they just served to tell you what you wanted to hear and 
fertilized the frustrations within you so that they feel justified? Not listening to Jesus doesn’t mean we are 



unable to hear, it just means we are listening to someone or something that does not have your best interest 
in mind, it just means we are listening to someone or something that is leading us to destruction…forever. 
Eternal isolation away from anyone who really and truly loves and cares for us, for you. 

But before you get frustrated and tune me out or click off the video and turn on something else…please…just 
listen. Listen to your good shepherd. He doesn’t just throw you in with everyone else and give you a one size 
fits most or just fits some answer, but he knows you. He knows you personally. He knows you by name. You 
are worth everything to him. He wants you to know that and he talks to you that way. 

Before you say there is something more important or your attention drifts off…Listen. When he has brought 
out all his own sheep, he walks ahead of them. The sheep follow him because they know his voice. That is 
the sound of your shepherd. He is front of you. He sees where you are going. He knows the dangers that lurks 
ahead and he will meet it and take care of it before it gets you. He leads you…not the other way around. He 
leads you because he cares for you and wants you to have something that is far more than temporary, 
something that is longer lasting, something that will fully satisfy.  

Before you say he doesn’t listen to you, that he doesn’t answer….Listen! Whoever enters through me will be 
saved. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. He is listening to you. He hears your pleas for 
happiness. He hears your anxious or worried or frustrated or tear filled words. And he has answered. He has 
answered by telling you to simply listen to him and all that we desire in the deepest depths of our hopes and 
dreams will be ours. Life in abundance. Endless, joyful, troublefree life will be yours.  

It is yours because your good shepherd never tired of listening to you. He heard your cries and his heart 
ached. He has seen your tears and he wept. He has felt the pain of your worry, pain and frustrated times and 
he says “Listen to me, I will lead you away from all of that!” He says hear me with crystal clarity. When I said 
“It is finished” I meant it! Your sins were punished, even those of stubbornness when you didn’t want to 
listen! He says listen to the shouts of jubilee that still echo today “He has risen, he has risen indeed! Allelulia” 
That victory over death was yours! And that is the power I still hold today to lead you to the place I know is so 
much better.  

He says Listen to me and I will not lead you astray. This road you follow me down WILL NOT lead to 
disappointment. It WILL NOT lead to loss or destruction. Please, never tire of listening to me and I promise I 
will never tire of calling out to you. Jesus’ voice will never lead you to a single failed plan, it will only lead you 
to him and his eternal love for you. Amen. 

And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. 

 

 

Offering: 

(Though we are not meeting together at this time please do not forget the opportunity to give 

back what is rightfully God’s with respect to what he has given us. Offerings can be mailed or 

dropped off at church. You can also make use of online giving through the giveplus app or by 

going to the church’s website (www.christcambridge.com) and selecting the “Donate” tab 

under “About” in the site menu.) 

 

 

 

 

http://www.christcambridge.com/


Prayer: 
Good Shepherd, we praise and thank you for your great love for us, those whom you have 

chosen and called to be your sheep. You have provided all that we need for soul and body. 

You guard and protect us from the dangers that surround us. You lead us in the paths of 

righteousness that we might be blessed. You have promised that we will dwell in your 

house forever. In you we have life and have it to the full. Keep us ever in your care. 

Preserve us from those who desire to destroy what you have created in us. Give us ears 

that listen to your voice only. 

Lord of the nations, you have given us those who serve in our local, state, and national 

governments so that you might bless us through them. And we are blessed! We enjoy a 

peace and prosperity that many in this world do not know and cannot even imagine. We 

know that matters in our country are not perfect – they never will be or can be. We are 

sinful and imperfect people served by sinful and imperfect people. There will be problems. 

In a just society there will still be injustices that occur. There will be wealth, but there will 

also be poverty. There will be decisions that are wise, and some that will be otherwise. But 

you remain Lord of all. Be with our leaders to give them wisdom and strength of character 

to carry out their responsibilities. Be with those who administer the affairs of government 

so that they do so with integrity and faithfulness. Be with us and the other citizens of our 

land so that we honor those whom you have established even when we disagree with 

them. “Righteousness exalts a nation.”  Enable us to be among those who fulfill those 

words. 

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

May the words of our mouths and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable as we pray 

that which you have taught us:   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing and Final Hymn With Lyrics  

https://youtu.be/3Y0ZHzxj7PI

