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Welcome! Though I am not able to physically worship with you, it is an honor to share God’s 
word with you and direct your worship to our great God, he is most worthy of our praise and 
worship! 
 
I cannot direct you to the restroom or a quiet place for your children, I trust you to know that 
wherever you might be. However, I would like to encourage you to put distractions aside, they 
can wait. Give your time and attention to God. I would also like to remind you of God’s 
promise that his Holy Spirit is actively working wherever his word is (Hebrews 4:12). 
 
I would also like to give you some brief info concerning the service. This particular order of 
service, was chosen for its simplicity but also because of the message it reminds us of, namely, 
that God has given to each believer the power to forgive or not forgive sins. Additionally, it ties 
in nicely with our gospel lesson. Worship in confidence that God hears and recognizes your 
praise even if it is in the setting of your own home for a time. 
 
You can go through the service together as a family, individually, or with someone leading and 
the rest joining in on the bold sections. 
 
Finally, links have been included for the two hymns, a sermon, and the children’s message. 
They will take you to YOUTUBE where there will be words, music and an additional voice 
singing (for the first hymn but not for the second). If it helps your worship please make use of 
it, if you don’t prefer that, or prefer just follow along and meditate on the words that is, 
obviously, also fine.  
 
Today we finish our series of sermons on the theme “FAILED PLANS” looking specifically at 
“When it feels like Jesus left us”. Life and major changes in it can leave us wondering what 
meaning is left in our life or how we can find happiness and normalcy going forward. God’s 
word speaks to this and today we hear reassurance from God concerning how we can live 
going forward. May God bless you and your worship as we go to our God who continues to 
guide us with his voice and shepherd us in the best possible way, our God who gives us the 
victory in Christ! 
 
-Pastor Sam Biebert 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
MEDITATION ON 

THE MINISTRY OF THE KEYS 
 

Opening Hymn – “On Christ’s Ascension Now I Build” – CW Hymn# 173 

(Click Here For Song and Lyrics)  
 
(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism) 
 

In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: 
God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 
 
If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness,  
We lie and do not live by the truth. 
 
If we claim to be without sin,  
We deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
 
 
Confession of Sin 
Father, I have sinned against you and am no longer worthy to be called your child. Yet in 
mercy you sacrificed your only Son to purge away my guilt. For his sake O God, be merciful 
to me a sinner, and in the joy of your Holy Spirit let me serve you all my days. 
 
Silence for personal examination and confession. 
 
 

Absolution 
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness. Upon this, your confession, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 
 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/d4YoxIsmzjI


The weeks of Easter had been filled with breathless joy in the presence of their living Savior. For forty days the 
disciples listened to Christ speak about the kingdom of God. All that kingdom talk whetted their appetite for 
power and authority. They had seen their Savior suffer; now they were ready to see him win. Jesus offered 
them the tantalizing promise of something greater than John’s baptism, whom he had called the greatest man 
even born. What could it be? What heights of power and authority were waiting now that Jesus reigned as God 
and Lord? Because of that, they asked him a question that makes us marvel. Verse 6 displays the depth of their 
culturally ingrained misunderstanding of Messiah: they certainly had spiritual hopes for Jesus, but even at this 
late date they could not divorce them from their expectations of an earthly kingdom. Christ’s answer gives 
direction for the Church of all time. They would get power, but not for an earthly kingdom. Rather, they would 
receive Spirit--‐power to be heralds of the impending kingdom of heaven. 

First Lesson: Acts 1:1-11  
I wrote my first book, Theophilus, about everything Jesus began doing and teaching 2 until the 
day he was taken up, after he had given instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he 
had chosen. 3 After he had suffered, he presented himself alive to the apostles with many 
convincing proofs. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and told them things 
about the kingdom of God. 

4 Once, when he was eating with them, he commanded them, “Do not depart from Jerusalem, 
but wait for what the Father promised, which you heard from me. 5 For John baptized with 
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

6 So when they were together with him, they asked, “Lord, is this the time when you are going 
to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know the times or seasons that the Father has set by his 
own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

9 After he said these things, he was taken up while they were watching, and a cloud took him 
out of their sight. 10 They were looking intently into the sky as he went away. Suddenly, two 
men in white clothes stood beside them. 11 They said, “Men of Galilee, why are you standing 
here looking up into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, 
will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” 

 

The post--‐ascension disciples no longer had their teacher with them walking the roads of Israel as before. We 
end time disciples do not have Jesus’ visible presence with us either. Yet there is no ascension sadness, because 
the Church knows exactly where Christ is. He has taken up his power and has begun to reign with might that 
knows no limit and glory that knows no bounds. With a head like that, what foe have we to fear? 

Second Lesson: Ephesians 1:16-23 
16 I never stop giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. 17 I keep praying that the 
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, will give you the Spirit of wisdom and 
revelation in knowing Christ fully. 18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so 
that you may know the hope to which he has called you, just how rich his glorious inheritance 



among the saints is, 19 and just how surpassingly great his power is for us who believe. 20 It is as 
great as the working of his mighty strength, which God worked in Christ when he raised him 
from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule, 
authority, power, and dominion, and above every name that is given, not only in this age but 
also in the one to come. 22 God also placed all things under his feet and made him head over 
everything for the church. 23 The church is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in 
every way. 
 
VERSE OF THE DAY 
Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. Surely I will be with you always, to 
the very end of the age. Alleluia. (Matthew 28:20b) 
 
Gospel Reading (Sermon Text): Luke 24:44-53  
44 He said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you: 
Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and 
the Psalms.” 

45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures. 46 He said to them, “This is what is 
written and so it must be: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and 
repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 Look, I am sending you what my Father 
promised. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” 

50 He led them out as far as the vicinity of Bethany. He lifted up his hands and blessed 
them. 51 And while he was blessing them, he parted from them and was taken up into 
heaven. 52 So they worshipped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53 They were 
continually in the temple courts, praising and blessing God. Amen. 

Sermon on Luke 24:44-53 

Theme: FAILED PLANS: “WHEN IT FEELS LIKE JESUS LEFT US” 

Click Here For Sermon 

Click Here For Children's Message  

Failed Plans: Feels Like Jesus Left Us                 5-24-2020 
Have you ever gotten the goodbye blues? For me it is that quiet. It is the quiet that happens right after the last 
person has left and there are no more busy murmurs and background noise from a houseful of your favorite 
people. It is kinda sad isn’t it? For close friends and loved family, their departure usually does not leave us 
filled with joy. We probably don’t break out into great and uplifting song after we close the door and the 
house is now quiet. Instead, there is probably a little bit of just sitting in the quiet, in certain cases even there 
may be some tears shed of sadness because we didn’t want our company to go. Have you ever felt that? 

https://youtu.be/iA88VfC9c-8
https://youtu.be/MSy5zF2ANGI


Company is one thing, but our relationship with God is completely something different, bigger, more 
important, closer, living and alive inside of us. But, is that relationship suffering from the goodbye blues? You 
haven’t been to church in what feels like forever. You might be feeling like your purpose in life has changed 
and maybe you are struggling to find it again. Your mental health is being tested. You can’t help but watch the 
news and are filled with fear as you watch storms and flooding rock different communities in our country on 
top of all that is already going on. It feels like God has left you and you are aching to be back with your church 
family to call on God’s name, to offer your praises and to rejoice together in the forgiving grace of our God. 

Or possibly worse yet, you are happy. I am not saying happiness is bad but maybe you have gotten pretty used 
to being away from church. Maybe, you are fading in your faithfulness. You missed a week here and there and 
it is starting to not bother you anymore. But paychecks are still rolling in, everyone is home, you have more 
time to get outside, get projects done, go fishing, relax, you name it. Maybe for you everything is going really 
well, and a thought is creeping into your mind, maybe I don’t need God. Maybe I could just keep my life like 
this when things tone back down. Sundays at home sure are nice and Jesus isn’t here, I don’t see him, he 
doesn’t seem to care about those who are hurting. I am giving him less of my attention and it doesn’t seem to 
be bothering my life any. 

The truth is, behind both these mindsets is the same feeling, it is the feeling that Jesus has left us. That either 
brings despair or it brings neglect of God’s word. On the one hand, there is the sad thought we are all alone 
and deserted and on the other, is the rebellious aspect of feeling Jesus left us is thinking along the lines of 
“while the cat is away, the mice will play.” But today as we go to our lesson from Luke 24 and see and 
celebrate the Ascension of Jesus back to heaven may we simply see how misleading feelings can be and may 
we trust in the Father’s protection. To do this, we remind ourselves of our lesson once more. 

44 He said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you: Everything 
must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms.” 
45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures. 46 He said to them, “This is what is 
written and so it must be: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and 
repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 Look, I am sending you what my Father promised. 
But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.”  
50 He led them out as far as the vicinity of Bethany. He lifted up his hands and blessed them. 51 And 
while he was blessing them, he parted from them and was taken up into heaven. 52 So they 
worshipped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53 They were continually in the temple 
courts, praising and blessing God. Amen. 
 

Let these words sink in for a bit. I mean let them live in you heart and soul. After you have clicked out of this 
video and continue on with your day, do not let these words leave your mind. I say that because it wont take 
long and something else will frustrate you, news you will hear, a frustrating response from a child, desire for 
something you don’t have, something, something will frustrate you. But Jesus says to you and me, “This is 
what is written and so it must be: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and 
repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 
Look, I am sending you what my Father promised.” 

There is no frustration in those words. There is no uncertainty in them. There is no worry in them. There is 
nothing but purpose driven mission in them. A purpose that is founded on proclamation of the gospel, the 
forgiveness of sins in Christ and the empty tomb.  

There is also the reality that Jesus is still doing. He didn’t stop doing just because he went back up to heaven. 
Instead, he simply went to the place where he can continue doing in the best way for you and me. 



We know that because this did not lead the disciples to despair. The same disciples who were in a state of 
despair upon the previous thought that Jesus had in fact left them when he died on the cross. We know this 
because the don’t return to Jerusalem with the goodbye blues. They don’t return to Jerusalem in sadness, 
feeling as though Jesus has left them even though he visibly had. No! They return with great joy! They return 
and were continually motivated to offer their praise and blessing to God for all he was doing. Jesus ascension 
lit a fire in them and their lives that burned with great and visible passion! 

It is this joy that continued in them and it was this same joy that later led Paul to pen the words found in the 
lesson we looked at from Ephesians 1 when he said: “I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, 
so that you may know the hope to which he has called you, just how rich his glorious inheritance among the 
saints is, 19 and just how surpassingly great his power is for us who believe. 20 It is as great as the working of 
his mighty strength, which God worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his 
right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule, authority, power, and dominion, and above every 
name that is given, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22 God also placed all things under his 
feet and made him head over everything for the church. 23 The church is his body, the fullness of him who 
fills everything in every way.” 

So can I ask you why? Why are we tempted to feel this way? Why are we tempted to despair or why are we 
tempted to live as though Jesus isn’t around? Additionally, on this Memorial day weekend we celebrate those 
who gave the ultimate sacrifice and we are grateful, but we also know the truth that the sacrifice they gave 
means we remember them by going to a gravesite. Jesus also has one, but his body is not there! He conquered 
the grave, he is alive. And his ascension is not just about living out his legacy or being thankful for his life but it 
is all about knowing he is ruling and reigning, he is watching and providing for you and for me! 

And, there is a KEY verse in our lesson that shows us how this truth becomes ours and the disciples joy 
becomes our own, overriding what we may feel from time to time. We are told, “Then he opened their minds 
to understand the Scriptures.” That is no small truth. So often, and I am saying this for I know it to be true for 
myself as well, when we feel like Jesus has left us and those feelings are seen through my actions, it is simply 
because I am not focused on or distracted from the truth of God’s Word. And when we go back to it, simply 
put, we are overwhelmed. We are overwhelmed with gratitude by God’s constant presence. We are 
overwhelmed with encouragement in the daily purpose we are given to live and spread our thanks to God. We 
are overwhelmed with God’s forgiveness of our sins. Our cup spills over with God-given blessings. We can 
burst with real feelings of relief over the fact that all does not rest in these hands but that God is in control. 
We are wrapped in peace knowing that our Father’s protection is cloaking us and he has a place made ready, a 
red carpet rolled out and future joy secure for me and you at his side in heaven.  

Brothers and sisters, we may feel and act as though God has left us sometimes. But that would only be one 
more failure on our part. God’s plans never fail. Never. God’s plan included the complete punishment for your 
sin placed on Jesus at the cross. God’s plan included your victory over death in Jesus’ empty tomb. God’s plan 
includes your protection and your eternal peace with the Father in heaven. Those plans are yours. Those plans 
are your successes through faith in Christ. Great joy is yours and may we never feel otherwise. Amen. 

And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. 

 

Offering: (Though we are not meeting together at this time please do not forget the 

opportunity to give back what is rightfully God’s with respect to what he has given us. 

Offerings can be mailed or dropped off at church. You can also make use of online giving 

through the giveplus app or by going to the church’s website (www.christcambridge.com) and 

selecting the “Donate” tab under “About” in the site menu.) 

http://www.christcambridge.com/


Prayer: 
We begin today, O Lord, another day and another week of our lives.  We reflect on the days 

now passed and marvel at your mercy.  You have not treated us as our sins deserved, but 

have instead shown your love to us: forgiving our guilt, providing all that we need for body 

and life, protecting us from harm, disciplining us as your wisdom dictates, causing all things 

to serve our good. We haven’t always seen it that way or spoken with you or about you in 

ways that express that reality, but you have pardoned that also.  Help us to seek your face 

so that we may daily experience your joy in our lives. 

We remember this weekend, O Lord, those who have given their lives in defense of this 

country and the ideals for which it stands.  It is by your grace alone that their sacrifices 

were not in vain.  We thank you that you have blessed us in this way. Remind us always 

that our true strength and defense are in you.  Protect those who are currently serving in 

our armed forces that they may be spared from harm.  Enable them to carry out their 

responsibilities with wisdom, virtue, honor and courage. 

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Dear Savior, you live forever to make intercession for the saints.  As you have promised, 

hear us when we call to you and cause the prayer you have taught us to be acceptable at 

the throne of grace. . .   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING: 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 
 
 

Closing Hymn: “God The Uncreated One” – Keith and Kristyn Getty 

(Click Here For Song and Lyrics)   

https://youtu.be/rswH9CSyWHk

