
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

FAILED PLANS: Forgotten How To Live 
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Welcome! Though I am not able to physically worship with you, it is an honor to share God’s 
word with you and direct your worship to our great God, he is most worthy of our praise and 
worship! 
 
I cannot direct you to the restroom or a quiet place for your children, I trust you to know that 
wherever you might be. However, I would like to encourage you to put distractions aside, they 
can wait. Give your time and attention to God. I would also like to remind you of God’s 
promise that his Holy Spirit is actively working wherever his word is (Hebrews 4:12). 
 
I would also like to give you some brief info concerning the service. This particular order of 
service, was chosen for its simplicity but also because of the message it reminds us of, namely, 
that God has given to each believer the power to forgive or not forgive sins. Additionally, it ties 
in nicely with our gospel lesson. Worship in confidence that God hears and recognizes your 
praise even if it is in the setting of your own home for a time. 
 
You can go through the service together as a family, individually, or with someone leading and 
the rest joining in on the bold sections. 
 
Finally, links have been included for the two hymns, a sermon, and the children’s message. 
They will take you to YOUTUBE where there will be words, music and an additional voice 
singing (for the first hymn but not for the second). If it helps your worship please make use of 
it, if you don’t prefer that, or prefer just follow along and meditate on the words that is, 
obviously, also fine.  
 
Today we continue our series of sermons on the theme “FAILED PLANS” looking specifically at 
“When we have forgotten how to live”. Life and major changes in it can leave us wondering 
what meaning is left in our life or how we can find happiness and normalcy going forward. 
God’s word speaks to this and today we hear reassurance from God concerning how we can 
live going forward. May God bless you and your worship as we go to our God who continues to 
guide us with his voice and shepherd us in the best possible way, our God who gives us the 
victory in Christ! 
 
-Pastor Sam Biebert 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
MEDITATION ON 

THE MINISTRY OF THE KEYS 
 

Opening Hymn – “My Heart Is Filled With Thankfulness” – Keith & Kristyn Getty 

Click Here For Song And Lyrics  
 
(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism) 
 

In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: 
God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 
 
If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness,  
We lie and do not live by the truth. 
 
If we claim to be without sin,  
We deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
 
 
Confession of Sin 
Father, I have sinned against you and am no longer worthy to be called your child. Yet in 
mercy you sacrificed your only Son to purge away my guilt. For his sake O God, be merciful 
to me a sinner, and in the joy of your Holy Spirit let me serve you all my days. 
 
Silence for personal examination and confession. 
 
 

Absolution 
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness. Upon this, your confession, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 
 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/Qntf2Y_VNok


 

Paul preached to a people enamored with spirituality, but ignorant of the true God. To a people who thought 
they had all the answers, Paul offers real knowledge of the true God unknown to them. Imagine the scene on 
Mars Hill. Rising above them, the higher hill of the Acropolis loomed and upon its peak the Parthenon 
dominated the skyline. This timeless treasure of architecture marked the high point of Greek art and culture, 
and served as a temple for the city’s patron goddess, Athena. In front of this jaw--‐dropping beauty, Paul says, 
“God does not live in temples built by hands.” No, this unknown God made himself known by living with us, and 
then living in us. Love for this risen Lord leads to a life filled with loving obedience. 

First Lesson: Acts 17:22-31 
22 Then Paul stood up in front of the council of the Areopagus and said, “Men of Athens, I see 
that you are very religious in every way. 23 For as I was walking around and carefully observing 
your objects of worship, I even found an altar on which had been inscribed, ‘To an unknown 
god.’ Now what you worship as unknown—this is what I am going to proclaim to you. 
 
24 “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does 
not live in temples made with hands. 25 Neither is he served by human hands, as if he needed 
anything, since he himself gives all people life and breath and everything they have. 26 From 
one man, he made every nation of mankind to live over the entire face of the earth. He 
determined the appointed times and the boundaries where they would live. 27 He did this so 
they would seek God and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from 
each one of us. 28 ‘For in him we live and move and have our being.’ As some of your own 
poets have said, ‘Indeed, we are also his offspring.’ 
 

29 “Therefore, since we are God’s offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like 
gold or silver or stone, an image formed by human skill and planning. 30 Although God 
overlooked the times of ignorance, he is now commanding all people everywhere to 
repent, 31 because he has set a day on which he is going to judge the world in righteousness by 
the man he appointed. He provided proof of this to everyone by raising him from the dead.” 

 

Last week Peter declared what we are in Christ: a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a people belonging to 
God. In this lesson he details what that means for our lives: Set apart Christ as Lord. Love for our Lord means 
obedience to his commands—even if that obedience means suffering. The Christian can offer willing obedience 
in the face of suffering because Christ rules, and Holy Baptism guarantees our connection to him. 

Second Lesson: 1 Peter 3:15-22 
15 But regard the Lord, the Christ, as holy in your hearts. Always be prepared to give an 
answer to everyone who asks you to give a reason for the hope that is in you. 16 But speak with 
gentleness and respect, while maintaining a clear conscience, so that those who attack your 
good way of life in Christ may be put to shame because they slandered you as evildoers.  

17 Indeed, it is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil, 18 because 
Christ also suffered once for sins in our place, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring 
you to God. He was put to death in flesh but was made alive in spirit, 19 in which he also went 
and made an announcement to the spirits in prison. 20 These spirits disobeyed long ago, when 



God’s patience was waiting in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In this ark a few, 
that is, eight souls, were saved by water. 21 And corresponding to that, baptism now saves 
you—not the removal of dirt from the body but the guarantee of a good conscience before 
God through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 22 He went to heaven and is at the right hand of 
God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 

 
VERSE OF THE DAY 
Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. If anyone loves me, he will obey 
my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. 
Alleluia. (John 14:23) 
 
 
Gospel Reading (Sermon Text): John 14:15-21 
15 “If you love me, hold on to my commands. 16 I will ask the Father, and he will give you 
another Counselor to be with you forever. 17 He is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot 
receive because it does not see him or know him. You know him because he stays with you 
and will be in you. 

18 “I will not leave you as orphans; I am coming to you. 19 In a little while the world will see me 
no longer, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 In that day you will know 
that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 The one who has my commands and 
holds on to them is the one who loves me. And the one who loves me will be loved by my 
Father. I too will love him and show myself to him.” 

Sermon on John 14:15-21 

Theme: FAILED PLANS: “WHEN WE HAVE FORGOTTEN HOW TO LIVE” 

Click Here For Sermon  

Click Here For Children's Message  

Failed Plans – Forgotten How To Live                     5-17-20 

I realize that there are some of you who may not understand the quote, but I pray it will still connect on some 
level with everyone. In the movie, the Lord of the Rings, as two close friends are deep into their mentally and 
physically demanding journey, a hobbit named Samwise asks of his companion Frodo: “Do you remember the 
Shire, Mr. Frodo? It will be spring soon, and the orchards will be in blossom. And the birds will be nesting in 
the hazel thicket. And they will be sowing the summer barley in the lower fields. And they’ll be eating the first 
of the strawberries with cream. Do you remember the taste of strawberries?  

To this Frodo responds: “No Sam. I can’t recall the taste of food, nor the sound of water, nor the touch of 
grass.” 

Our lives during this virus have probably not reached these extremes, but life has changed. We are faced with 
many new ways to go about our day to day lives. Business have to be creative on how to serve people without 

https://youtu.be/t3DDZoBzddc
https://youtu.be/jDnXKwiURw4


giving them reason to fear. Small businesses are faced with even greater challenges. Families have had to 
learn to be teachers and to rely on each other in new ways. We will and are having to look at new ways to hold 
services once church reopens. We are faced with new challenges and will have to look for new ways to do 
ministry. The term “the new normal” is thrown around and to a large degree it will be true once we figure out 
what that new normal even is. Do you remember 2019? The freedom? The large family gatherings? Going to 
pick up milk and eggs mask free? 

I joke, but at the same time there is much of life that has changed. There will be awkward rejections of hugs 
and handshakes as we are forced to keep what were once normal impulses in check. There are currently and 
will continue to be levels of sadness as we think about our children not walking across the stage with their 
classmates, weddings being postponed, sporting events that were so important now leaving stadiums empty, 
family left unvisited and etc.. The joys of life, at least some of them, are no longer there. For some depression 
has filled its place and we are all left once more in one way or another with more failed plans to the degree 
that maybe we can agree with the fact that we have almost forgotten what living, really living, looks like.  

Almost. Because while many things have been taken away or put on a back burner or suspended for a time. 
God’s Word has not been chained, nor has it changed. And as we go to it today God gives us the solution for 
the times when we feel like we have forgotten how to live. Listen once more to our verses from John 14: 

15 “If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to 
help you and be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees 
him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. 18 I will not leave you as 
orphans; I will come to you. 19 Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I 
live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in 
you. 21 Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who loves me will be 
loved by my Father, and I too will love them and show myself to them.” 

Here in these verses, Jesus is continuing on the truths we looked at last week. Last week, we focused on the 
comfort Jesus offers to troubled hearts. Today, we continue in that comfort by looking at the promise of Jesus. 
As we talk about these promises, it might be helpful to simply outline what Jesus is saying here. 

First, he is reminding that love for him, first and foremost, is going to be active. It is going to be active towards 
others because it is going to be responding to all that God has and is doing for us. It is not a troublesome thing 
to look at the commands of Jesus when we look first at all the reasons, we have to love Jesus. Love is never 
separated from obedience. It is intertwined with it. Just as love for your spouse lives to give yourself to them 
so also love for Jesus lives to give ourselves to him because he gave himself to us.  

As we continue, we see ways in which Jesus gives to us. He is our advocate our activist, our go-between to the 
Father. He speaks on our behalf. And in that role, he promises us another advocate, the Holy Spirit. He will not 
leave you and he is in you. Not only does Jesus promise us the Holy Spirit but he also promises us an extremely 
close relationship with himself. Through faith he is in us and we are in him. He loves us and shows himself to 
us. Finally, there is this beautiful truth expressed to us, the truth stating because Jesus lives, you also will live. 
It is the simple and yet profound fact that the life of the Christian always depends on the life of Christ. As Acts 
17 also tells us, “In him we live and move and have our being.” Your life is wrapped up in the life of Christ, the 
one who is defined by life, the conqueror of death! 

Look around you. Open your address book or your contact list. How do these words affect those faces and 
those names? Not just you but those in your family, your friends, your coworkers and acquaintances? Is it just 
a personal helpful mantra or some positive thinking to get you through the day, or is it something more? 

I am not going to stand here and pretend to know the mind of God, but I do know that what he has allowed in 
through this virus has definitely granted us opportunity to re-examine our lives. Regardless of how we feel 



about all of it, the world has kept on spinning throughout this. The sun has not yet failed to rise and set each 
day. We have all, from the very top, heads of country and state, to the very bottom in the social economic 
scales, been affected by the happenings in the past months in some way shape or form. Lives have been 
altered and will continue to be so. And yet look. The buds are budding, winter has given way to spring and 
spring is giving way to summer. While the world, a world which does not know God, might shrug its shoulders 
at those realities, might see them as no big deal, it is evidence that God has not left us. He has not even 
blinked, losing sight of your life or mine for even a fraction of a second. For if he did this this world would not 
continue.  

Even more than that, God promises you. He will never leave you. Never. God has not lost sight of this world 
and more specifically and intimately, God has not left you, nor will he ever.  

We can get pretty wrapped up in life. We can get pretty concerned about what people think, our calendars 
and schedules, our activities and plans. When those plans fail and when our calendars get more and more 
empty, we just fill them up with other things. We want meaning, we want control, we want happiness, we 
want relationships and friends and hugs, and the list goes on and on about what we feel makes our life. And 
though we can try and fill in the holes and the gaps that this new normal will bring and we can try to regain life 
back to a comfortable urgency, please, do not allow that to be another failed plan. 

While all these things have happened and taken place God’s Word has not had to wear a mask. God’s 
promises have not had to be revisited. God’s plans have not had to be suspended or reworked. In fact, I pray 
they have become that much brighter and more visible for you and your family. Life is not about everything 
that makes up our lives. Life is not about things that can quit or stop or get put on hold or get ordered to shut 
down. God tells you about life. Because I live, you also will live. I will not leave you. I will come to you. The 
world will not see me anymore, but open my Word, peer into my sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper. I am there. I am there for you, to assure you of life. I have never left. You don’t have to re-learn how 
to live. It has always been and always will continue to be through me and I will dwell in you. Jesus makes you 
that promise! 

Life here on earth has changed. It is a fact. There will be a learning curve going forward as businesses and 
events reopen, as we show care to be cautious towards others, as we treat each other with love and respect. 
But also, it really hasn’t changed. Our future confidence in Christ is the exact same since Christ’s forgiveness, 
forgiveness even in the times we lose sight of our life in and through him is the same. It is accomplished and 
finished in him. Because of that we will always want to show care and love to each other and our neighbor, for 
that matter we can be excited to be more purposeful in showing that. In short may we not see another plan 
failed because it is almost like we have forgotten how to live, may we see and plan on the fact that our life 
remains exactly the same as it was in 2019 and let us continue to live even more boldly in the resurrected 
Christ. He lives in us, may we never forget that life, and through him we also live and what a blessed life that 
is! Amen. 

And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. 

 

Offering: 

(Though we are not meeting together at this time please do not forget the opportunity to give 

back what is rightfully God’s with respect to what he has given us. Offerings can be mailed or 

dropped off at church. You can also make use of online giving through the giveplus app or by 

going to the church’s website (www.christcambridge.com) and selecting the “Donate” tab 

under “About” in the site menu.) 

http://www.christcambridge.com/


 

Prayer: 
We praise you, O God, for your great love and mercy toward us.  You have opened our eyes 

and hearts to know and believe in you.  You have given us your Son, and through him have 

brought us the forgiveness of sins, salvation, and eternal life.  You have poured out your 

Holy Spirit upon us that we might have his comfort and counsel.  Help us to put into 

practice in our lives all that you have told us in your Word so that others will know our 

great love for you and – more importantly – know you through us. 

Heavenly Father, there is much focus on Covid-19 and the challenges it is creating in our 

own lives and around the world.  As a result, the other difficulties that people are suffering 

are easily overlooked: the earthquake in Puerto Rico, the war in the Ukraine, the famine in 

Africa, and countless other untold stories.  But these things do not escape your notice. Do 

not let them escape ours either.  Keep our eyes and ears open for the needs of others, 

whether they be in our own community or in a foreign country.  Do not let our compassion 

for them grow cold.  Enable us to help them as we are able with our prayers and with our 

gifts. 

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

We bring these and all our prayers before you in the name of Jesus who has taught us to 

pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING: 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 
 
 

Closing Hymn: “Go My Children With My Blessing” – Koine  

(Click Here For Song and Lyrics)  

https://youtu.be/WXCejUpUhZY

