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Welcome! Though I am not able to physically worship with you, it is an honor to share God’s 
word with you and direct your worship to our great God, he is most worthy of our praise and 
worship! 
 
I cannot direct you to the restroom or a quiet place for your children, I trust you to know that 
wherever you might be. However, I would like to encourage you to put distractions aside, they 
can wait. Give your time and attention to God. I would also like to remind you of God’s 
promise that his Holy Spirit is actively working wherever his word is (Hebrews 4:12). 
 
I would also like to give you some brief info concerning the service. This particular order of 
service, was chosen for its simplicity but also because of the message it reminds us of, namely, 
that God has given to each believer the power to forgive or not forgive sins. Additionally, it ties 
in nicely with our gospel lesson. Worship in confidence that God hears and recognizes your 
praise even if it is in the setting of your own home for a time. 
 
You can go through the service together as a family, individually, or with someone leading and 
the rest joining in on the bold sections. 
 
Finally, links have been included for the two hymns, a sermon, and the children’s message. 
They will take you to YOUTUBE where there will be words, music and an additional voice 
singing (for the first hymn but not for the second). If it helps your worship please make use of 
it, if you don’t prefer that, or prefer just follow along and meditate on the words that is, 
obviously, also fine.  
 
Today we continue our series of sermons on the theme “FAILED PLANS” looking specifically at 
“When our hearts are troubled”. There are many different things that can weigh on our hearts, 
there are also things that we can try to ignore. Today, Jesus addresses them all right along 
with giving us a most beautiful solution. May God bless you and your worship as we go to our 
God who continues to guide us with his voice and shepherd us in the best possible way, our 
God who gives us the victory in Christ! 
 
-Pastor Sam Biebert 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MEDITATION ON 
THE MINISTRY OF THE KEYS 

 
Opening Hymn – “Christ is the Lord’s Light” – Koine 

(Click Here for Song and Lyrics)   
 
(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism) 
 

In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: 
God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 
 
If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness,  
We lie and do not live by the truth. 
 
If we claim to be without sin,  
We deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
 
 
Confession of Sin 
Father, I have sinned against you and am no longer worthy to be called your child. Yet in 
mercy you sacrificed your only Son to purge away my guilt. For his sake O God, be merciful 
to me a sinner, and in the joy of your Holy Spirit let me serve you all my days. 
 
Silence for personal examination and confession. 
 
 

Absolution 
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness. Upon this, your confession, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/Tkmod9AW99s


Paul said it was necessary for God to hide himself in suffering: All the popular conceptions of Messiah as 
earthly king were wrong. Not only did Messiah suffer and die, Messiah had to suffer and die! All the prophesies 
found their fulfillment in the person of Jesus of Nazareth: The exclusivity of the Christian message led to vocal 
rejection by the people of Israel, both at home and abroad. But the stone the builders rejected has made a new 
people, a chosen people, a people filled with eagerness and hope in Christ. 

First Lesson: Acts 17:1-12 
When Paul and Silas had traveled through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to 
Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish synagogue. 2 As was his custom, Paul went to the 
Jews, and on three Sabbath days he led them in a discussion from the Scriptures, 3 explaining 
and proving that the Christ had to suffer and rise from the dead. He also said, “This Jesus I am 
proclaiming to you is the Christ.” 4 Some of them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as 
did a great number of God-fearing Greeks and more than a few of the prominent women. 

5 But the Jews became jealous and gathered from the marketplace some wicked men, who 
formed a mob and started a riot in the city. They rushed to Jason’s house and searched for 
Paul and Silas in order to bring them out to the mob. 6 When they did not find them, they 
dragged Jason and some of the brothers before the city officials, shouting, “These men, who 
have stirred up trouble all over the world, have come here too, 7 and Jason has welcomed 
them as guests! They are all acting contrary to Caesar’s decrees, saying that there is another 
king, Jesus!” 8 The crowd and the city officials were stirred up when they heard these 
things. 9 They took a security bond from Jason and the others and then let them go. 

10 That same night, the brothers sent Paul and Silas away to Berea. When they arrived, they 
went into the Jewish synagogue. 11 Now the Bereans were more noble-minded than the 
Thessalonians. They received the word very eagerly and examined the Scriptures every day to 
see if these things were so. 

12 Many of them believed, along with more than a few prominent Greek women and men. 

 

The world looks at God hidden in Christ and sees either a loser or a joke (1 Corinthians 1). The Jews rejected 
him because of his humility. The world today rejects him because of his claims of being the one way, the one 
truth, the one life. In neither case do they see Christ as the stone that should set their angles or head their 
corners. They would rather fashion their lives by their own design. This rejected stone, however, will ultimately 
be their downfall. For believers, though, this rejected stone is what saves and builds. That living stone is Life, 
gives life, and makes living stones out of people who were scattered in darkness. 

Second Lesson: 1 Peter 2:4-10 
4 As you come to him, the Living Stone, rejected by men but chosen by God and precious, 5 you 
also, like living stones, are being built as a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, in order to 
bring spiritual sacrifices that are acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it says in 
Scripture: 

See, I lay a stone in Zion, 
a chosen and precious cornerstone, 
and the one who believes in him will certainly not be put to shame. 



7 Therefore, for you who believe, this is an honor. But for those who do not believe: 

The stone which the builders rejected has become the cornerstone, 
8 and, 

a stone over which they stumble 
and a rock over which they fall. 

Because they continue to disobey the word, they stumble over it. And that is the consequence 
appointed for them. 

9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, the people who are God’s 
own possession, so that you may proclaim the praises of him who called you out of darkness 
into his marvelous light. 10 At one time you were not a people, but now you are the people of 
God. At one time you were not shown mercy, but now you have been shown mercy. 

 
VERSE OF THE DAY 
Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. I am the way, the truth, and the 
life, says the Lord. Alleluia. (John 14:6) 
 
 
Gospel Reading (Sermon Text): John 14:1-12 
“Do not let your heart be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house 
are many mansions. If it were not so, I would have told you. I am going to prepare a place for 
you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and take you to be with me, so 
that you may also be where I am. 4 You know where I am going, and you know the way.” 

5 “Lord, we don’t know where you are going,” Thomas replied, “so how can we know the 
way?” 

6 Jesus said to him, “I am the Way and the Truth and the Life. No one comes to the Father, 
except through me. 7 If you know me, you would also know my Father. From now on you do 
know him and have seen him.” 

8 “Lord,” said Philip, “show us the Father, and that is enough for us.” 

9 “Have I been with you so long,” Jesus answered, “and you still do not know me, Philip? The 
one who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Don’t 
you believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I am telling you I 
am not speaking on my own, but the Father who remains in me is doing his works. 11 Believe 
me that I am in the Father, and the Father is in me. Or else believe because of the works 
themselves. 

12 “Amen, Amen, I tell you: The one who believes in me will do the works that I am doing. And 
he will do even greater works than these, because I am going to the Father.  



Sermon on John 14:1-12 

Theme: FAILED PLANS: “WHEN OUR HEARTS ARE TROUBLED” 

Click Here For Sermon 

Click Here For Children's Message 

Failed Plans: When Our Hearts are Troubled                5-10-2020 

Is this series beginning to sound like a broken record? Maybe you are thinking, “Boy, I really don’t have that 
many problems, I really don’t have that many failed plans. Things are going surprisingly good for me.” 

Or maybe it is getting frustrating because you do. You have problems and what good have any of these 
messages done for you? You wake up each day with the same problems, the same day to day mentality. You 
struggle and struggle and every time there seems to be any gain, there is another setback. Those things are 
real because you are going through them and, well, God’s Word just does not seem to be changing any of it.  

Regardless of where you are at, and I mean that, the portion from God’s Word we are looking at today has 
something to say to you. I say that because here, Jesus is talking trouble to people who really had things going 
very well for them. Currently they were celebrating the Passover, a wonderful meal, a meaningful meal, with 
their closest friends. There was no one else they would rather be around that table with.  

Additionally, things were going pretty well for them. They had left everything to follow Jesus and that seemed 
to be playing out for their benefit. Here was one who was gaining popularity big time. He was feeding 
thousands, healing diseases, driving out demons, he had entered Jerusalem and people shouted his praise! 
And everywhere Jesus was, there were these 12 disciples. It was almost as if they were untouchable. 

But now as they sat around that meal and were having conversation, Jesus had been telling some sad tales. It 
sounded like the bliss they knew was collapsing. Jesus told them that shortly, he was going to die, he told 
them one of them was going to hand Jesus over in betrayal, the rest of them were going to desert Jesus, Peter 
was going to deny knowing him three times and to top it all off Jesus was telling them he was leaving and 
where he would be going they would not be coming with, at least right away. There where those who felt like 
things were going pretty well and those who felt hurt and alone. And regardless of where they were currently 
at, Jesus was telling them that a time was coming for all of them when it seemed like their plans had failed and 
their hearts were going to be troubled.  

But despite what it was going to seem like to them, listen to what Jesus tells them and, in fact, he is not just 
telling them, but he is telling you and me too! 

“Do not let your heart be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house are 

many mansions. If it were not so, I would have told you. I am going to prepare a place for 

you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and take you to be with me, so 

that you may also be where I am. 4 You know where I am going, and you know the way.” 5 “Lord, 

we don’t know where you are going,” Thomas replied, “so how can we know the way?” 6 Jesus 

said to him, “I am the Way and the Truth and the Life. No one comes to the Father, except 

through me. 7 If you know me, you would also know my Father. From now on you do know him 

and have seen him.” 8 “Lord,” said Philip, “show us the Father, and that is enough for us.” 9 “Have 

I been with you so long,” Jesus answered, “and you still do not know me, Philip? The one who has 

seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Don’t you believe that I 

am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I am telling you I am not speaking on 

my own, but the Father who remains in me is doing his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the 

Father, and the Father is in me. Or else believe because of the works themselves. 12 “Amen, Amen, 

https://youtu.be/QkLmGGE8JGc
https://youtu.be/G7JeoNS0O6E


I tell you: The one who believes in me will do the works that I am doing. And he will do even 

greater works than these, because I am going to the Father.” 

There, right around the table with them, the one who had transfigured, the one who had preformed countless 
miracles, the one about whom the voice from heaven spoke of his love not once but twice, was Jesus. It was 
God. And yet the disciples looked right past him. They wanted more. Show us! Was their plea. Show us the 
fiery mountain, show us the living water, show us the Father. They looked right past Jesus because how could 
glory be there in suffering? How could life everlasting involve death or departure? They wanted something 
great and this? Well this Jesus just became nothing special. This Jesus just became common. He didn’t seem to 
be a way to anything because he himself was talking about going the way that all people will eventually go, to 
the grave and therefore no longer bodily present. Jesus suddenly seemed not so great. He himself was going 
to suffer, he himself was going to know and feel death. What people wanted out of him was the exact 
opposite, they wanted glory, they wanted freedom from oppression, they wanted an everlasting reign. Those 
things did not seem to fit that narrative. 

What about you? What about your life? Does Jesus seem to fit or does he seem to just lead to failed plans? I 
am doing so well for myself. I am building my wealth, I am building my business, I am building my name and 
reputation in the community, I am getting ahead by guts and determination. It is a dog eat dog world out 
there and I have the business sense, the thick skin, and the ability to make some hard decisions, that yes may 
hurt some peoples feelings but it is what is needed in this world. I am doing pretty good for myself. Why 
would I follow a person who praises weakness and humility? Why would I give some of my hard earned money 
away? I am smarter with it anyway. I can’t let others know I am a Christian, that simply wouldn’t be profitable 
for my business or my reputation.  

But whether we are on top of the world or simply just feel to be there. Jesus tells you and you know it to be 
true. Trouble will come. Loss will come. Heartache, pain, and frustration will come. It isn’t popular to say, but 
it is true nonetheless. And guess what? Jesus has something to say to you despite the wrong attitude you may 
currently have or may have down the road. “Do not let your heart be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in 
me. 2 In my Father’s house are many mansions. If it were not so, I would have told you. I am going to prepare a place 
for you. I am the Way and the Truth and the Life. No one comes to the Father, except through me. 10 Don’t you believe 
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I am telling you I am not speaking on my own, but the 
Father who remains in me is doing his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father is in me. Or else 

believe because of the works themselves. 12 “Amen, Amen, I tell you: The one who believes in me will do the 
works that I am doing. And he will do even greater works than these, because I am going to the Father.” 

That’s right, though you may think your plans are all you need, the day will come when those plans fail and 
Jesus plainly tells you to no put anything above him. Believe him he urges you. Not because he shows you any 
reason to from an earthly perspective but because here, in this man who may seem and look weak is 
greatness because here is the Father. Belief is not weakness or something that gets in the way. Do not let your 
heart be troubled because real greatness, greatness that surpasses anything this earth and its glory can offer 
you will be yours by faith in Jesus! 

Or maybe it is the exact opposite. Trouble: check. Depression: check. Sorrow: check. All you know is one life 
frustration after the next. Pain, heartache, loss of loved ones and those around you. And it seems like God is 
doing nothing. It seems like God has set his hand against you. It seems like you pray, and believe and yet you 
are constantly finding your life filled with disappointment and failed plans.  

Jesus comes to you then also and tells us to stop our doubts, saying the same thing. “Do not let your heart be 
troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house are many mansions. If it were not so, I would 
have told you. I am going to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 
take you to be with me, so that you may also be where I am. I am the Way and the Truth and the Life. No one comes 
to the Father, except through me. The words that I am telling you I am not speaking on my own, but the Father who 



remains in me is doing his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father is in me. Or else 

believe because of the works themselves. 12 “Amen, Amen, I tell you: The one who believes in me will do the 
works that I am doing. And he will do even greater works than these, because I am going to the Father.” 

The fact is, Jesus shows his greatness in his suffering and in the cross. We are tempted to think there must be more, 
something better, something greater, than this humble man from Galilee. And the fact is, there is! Look closer and we 
see God. We see grace in the flesh. We see the God of glory willing to hide himself unto death for me. Easter is our 
glimpse into his glory, the glory that will be yours and mine in full one day. There is no other Way. There is no other 
Truth. He is Life.  

So in good times we don’t need to have troubled hearts wondering when the floor will fall out from under us. In bad 
times we don’t have to have troubled hearts questioning God and our faith in Him. He is also THE plan. The plan that will 
never fail us, the plan that lifts our hearts and causes joy to pump through our veins. He is the way to the Father and he 
tells you no lie. His promises prove this truth. His actions show the way. And his victory gives us life. Do NOT let your 
hearts be troubled, Jesus tells us, I WILL come and take you to be with me so that you may also be where I am. Amen. 

And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. 

 

 

Offering: 

(Though we are not meeting together at this time please do not forget the opportunity to give 

back what is rightfully God’s with respect to what he has given us. Offerings can be mailed or 

dropped off at church. You can also make use of online giving through the giveplus app or by 

going to the church’s website (www.christcambridge.com) and selecting the “Donate” tab 

under “About” in the site menu.) 

 

 

 

 

Prayer: 
God of all grace, do not let our hearts be troubled. Though we do not see Jesus with our 

physical eyes, help us see him with the eyes of faith. Through you Holy Spirit, breathe on 

your Church that it may faithfully proclaim the gospel of our risen Savior with courage and 

diligence in all lands and to all people. Grant that we also may be illumined by the heavenly 

light of your Word, and so keep us in the one and only true faith. 

Preserve us from all assaults on our souls, deliver us from doubt and despair, and preserve 

us from worldly wisdom and false teaching. Forgive the sins of your people. Strengthen the 

doubting and faithless. Bring back the forgetful and wayward, and comfort the anxious and 

the distressed. 

Heavenly Father, you are the source of life, wisdom, and all good things. Look with favor on 

all mothers who have given life to their children and who nurture them with loving concern 

and faithful instruction. May their children honor them and call them blessed. When they 

http://www.christcambridge.com/


become wear, sustain them with physical and spiritual rest. Hear us for the sake of your 

Son, Jesus, who cared for his earthly mother and in whom you are well pleased. 

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

As we go forward in your grace, grant peace and rest to all. We pray this in the name of 

Christ our Lord, in whose name we also pray that which he has taught us:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING: 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 
 
 

Closing Hymn: “Do Not Let Your Hearts Be Troubled” – Sung by KML Choir  

(Click Here for Song and Lyrics)  

https://youtu.be/mYqxT3ogFoc

