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Welcome! Though I am not able to physically worship with you, it is an honor to share God’s word 
with you and direct your worship to our great God, he is most worthy of our praise and worship! 
 
I cannot direct you to the restroom or a quiet place for your children, I trust you to know that 
wherever you might be. However, I would like to encourage you to put distractions aside, they can 
wait. Give your time and attention to God. I would also like to remind you of God’s promise that 
his Holy Spirit is actively working wherever his word is (Hebrews 4:12). 
 
I would also like to give you some brief info concerning the service. As you go through this order of 
service, remember God has given to each believer the power to forgive or not forgive sins (the use 
of the Keys – Matthew 16:19). This is a comfort in public worship, but it is especially a comfort in 
private family worship. Worship in confidence that God hears and recognizes your praise even if it 
is in the setting of your own home for a time. 
 
Additionally, I have chosen to go this route rather than livestream because I feel we have an 
opportunity, with this current situation, to strengthen the family altar. What I mean by that is 
simply this, God asks that the heads of households to be leaders in that house, specifically when it 
comes to making sure that God and his word remain there. The church is vital to that task but 
more important than even that, is making sure God’s word is heard and God is praised even at 
home. I realize this will seem awkward or clumsy at first. I realize it may put certain people out of 
their comfort zone, but I assure you that I am out of mine with all of this and am relying on God 
and his strength to help me through. I pray that is and continues to be your prayer as well. 
 
You can go through the service together as a family, individually, or with someone leading and the 
rest joining in on the bold sections. 
 
Finally, links have been included for the two hymns. They will take you to YOUTUBE where there 
will be words, music and an additional voice singing. If it helps your worship please make use of it, 
if you don’t prefer that, or prefer just to read through the hymn, I have included the hymns 
themselves below the links as well.  
 
The focus of worship this morning is on the temptation of entitlement. It is something we all 
struggle with and could especially be in our thoughts in one way or another in our current climate. 
May God bless you and your worship as we go to the one who fought this temptation on our 
behalf and gives us the victory over it in Christ! 
 
-Pastor Sam Biebert 

 
All Scripture is from the Evangelical Heritage Version [EHV] © 2019 Wartburg Project, Inc. All rights reserved. 

Songs played and recorded by Steven and Amy Springborn. Used with permission 
The order of service from Christian Worship: Supplement © 2007 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. 

Artwork by Corissa Nelson Art. Used with permission. 
Reprinted and distributed under One-License #A-732651 

 
 
 
 
 



PALM SUNDAY ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism) 

The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Dear friends in Christ, for five weeks of Lent we have been preparing for the 
celebration for our Lord’s paschal mystery. Today we come together to begin the 
solemn celebration of Holy Week. Christ entered in triumph into his own city to 
complete his work as our Messiah: to suffer, to die, and to rise again. Let us 
remember with devotion his entry that culminated at the empty tomb and follow 
him with a lively faith. United with him by Baptism, we share in his resurrection and 
new life. 
 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
 
PSALM 118 (selected verses)  

Can be spoken together or responsively verse by verse 

14 My strength and song is the LORD, and he has become salvation for me. 

15 Loud shouts of victory are heard in the tents of the righteous: “The right 

hand of the LORD has done a mighty deed! 

16 The right hand of the LORD is lifted high! The right hand of the LORD has done 

a mighty deed!” 

17 I will not die. No, I will live, and I will proclaim the works of the LORD. 

18 The LORD has chastened me severely, but he has not handed me over to 

death. 

19 Open for me the gates of righteousness. I will enter them. I will give thanks 

to the LORD. 

20 This is the gate to the LORD. The righteous enter it. 

21 I will give you thanks, because you answered me, and you have become 

salvation for me. 

22 The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. 

23 This is from the LORD. It is marvelous in our eyes. 

24 This is the day the LORD has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

25 O LORD, please save us now. O LORD, grant us success. 

26 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD. We bless you from the 

house of the LORD. 

27 The LORD is God, and he makes light shine on us. Bind the festival with 

branches as far as the horns of the altar.  



28 You are my God, and I will give you thanks. You are my God, and I will exalt 

you. 

29 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his mercy endures forever. 
 

PRAYER: 
God our Father, we remember how Jesus entered Jerusalem and was welcomed as a 
king by those who shouted “Hosanna” and spread their clothing and palm branches 
in his path. Accept our praise, and listen to our prayers as we rejoice in our 
triumphant King, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us go forth in peace,  
In the name of the Lord. 
 

Opening Hymn – “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” (Hymn 130) 
Click Here for Song and Lyrics 

 
Confession of Sin 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
Who made heaven and earth. 
 
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
And you forgave the guilt of my sin. 
 
Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, asking 
him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

Silence for personal examination and confession. 

 
Holy and merciful Father, 
I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, 
words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this 
I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my 
sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ I pray; Lord have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
Absolution 
God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Upon this, your confession, I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fU0bpmes1QAv0Jim0DAINtAoZ_CxUZTZ/view?usp=drivesdk


Rejoice! Rejoice Greatly for your King comes to you! This truth is yours not because 
you contributed to your Kings victory but because you reap all the blessings of his! 
First Lesson: Zechariah 9:9-10 
9 Rejoice greatly, Daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! Look! Your King is 
coming to you. He is righteous and brings salvation. He is humble and is riding on a 
donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
10 I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the horse from Jerusalem. The battle 
bow will be taken away, and he will proclaim peace to the nations. His kingdom will 
extend from sea to sea, from the River to the ends of the earth. 
 
Verse of the Day (John 12:23) 
“The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.” 
 
 
All of Jesus’ actions where his own. He emptied himself to become a servant for you 
and I. Let our support never be that we think Jesus needs us, let it always be because 
Jesus has given all of himself to us! 
Second Lesson: Philippians 2:5-11 
5 Indeed, let this attitude be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus. 6 Though he was 
by nature God, he did not consider equality with God as a prize to be displayed, 7 but 
he emptied himself by taking the nature of a servant. When he was born in human 
likeness, and his appearance was like that of any other man, 8 he humbled himself 
and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God 
also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, 10 so that 
at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, 11 and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father. 
 
 
 
Gospel Reading (Sermon Text): Matthew 21:1-11 

As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, 

Jesus sent two disciples, 2 telling them, “Go to the village ahead of you. Immediately 

you will find a donkey tied there along with her colt. Untie them and bring them to 

me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, you are to say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he 

will send them at once.” 

4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 

5 Tell the daughter of Zion: Look, your King comes to you, humble, and riding on a 

donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.  



6 The disciples went and did just as Jesus commanded them. 7 They brought the 

donkey and the colt, laid their outer clothing on them, and he sat on it. 8 A very large 

crowd spread their outer clothing on the road. Others were cutting branches from 

the trees and spreading them out on the road. 9 The crowds who went in front of 

him and those who followed kept shouting, 

Hosanna to the Son of David! 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!  

Hosanna in the highest! 

10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, asking, “Who is 

this?” 11 And the crowds were saying, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in 

Galilee.” 

Sermon on Matthew 21:1-11  

Theme: Temptation – Support (Click Here for Sermon Video) 

(Click Here for Children's Message)  

 
Temptation – Support           4-5-2020 
Maybe some of you already saw the temptation we are looking at today, the day we celebrate 
Palm Sunday and give our Hosanna’s to Jesus our King. If you did, maybe some of you are 
scratching your heads. The temptation we are looking at today is support. I don’t know about you, 
but, at least for me, there is probably no scenario that quickly comes to mind which would give 
the concept of “support” a negative connotation. In fact, that has been a sort of buzzword the 
past week. The news has sought out stories of people supporting each other during this time of 
crisis, whether it is businesses giving support to their communities or employees while they are 
out of work, or public servants in the health and safety sectors of life giving their support to lend a 
hand and keep communities safe and healthy, the government giving support to families and the 
economy, there has been a lot of talk of support and it is all “feel good” stuff. Why would anyone 
have any reason at all to attach anything negative, let alone the word temptation, to a concept as 
wonderful as support? 
Well the answer to that is our focus for this morning and the answer to that helps us to gain 
understanding to just how completely sinful we are and just how much we are in need of our 
Savior King.  

But in order to see how “support” can be considered a temptation, we need to first see how Jesus 
came. Jesus, the one who is the very Son of God, the great “I am”, the one with no beginning and 
no end, was born in a stable, a feedbox. He was rejected by many upon realizing that he did not 
come to solve earthly needs. He did not come to heal every disease or give unlimited food to 
every stomach, he did not come to give earthly prosperity and wealth, but he came to cure the 
disease of sin. This greatest need of every single human being, this infestation, separated all 
people from God. Jesus came to restore that relationship, to restore your relationship. 

Palms Sunday is the day we celebrate where Jesus entered Jerusalem for the single purpose of 
sacrificing himself on behalf of the sins of the world, on behalf of yours and mine. He could have 
come with all the power he possessed, he could have ridden a thunderstorm with millions of 

https://youtu.be/NTwD-Dz1h4U
https://youtu.be/em7uXm5tvYU


angels singing his welcome, he could have forced all creation to sing out his praises and he would 
have been justified in doing so, because here is God. 
 
But that is not the way he comes. Listen once more to our lesson from Matthew 21: 
As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two 
disciples, 2 telling them, “Go to the village ahead of you. Immediately you will find a donkey tied 
there along with her colt. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, 
you are to say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at once.” 4 This took place to fulfill 
what was spoken through the prophet: 5 Tell the daughter of Zion: Look, your King comes to you, 
humble, and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 6 The disciples went and did just 
as Jesus commanded them. 7 They brought the donkey and the colt, laid their outer clothing on 
them, and he sat on it. 8 A very large crowd spread their outer clothing on the road. Others were 
cutting branches from the trees and spreading them out on the road. 9 The crowds who went in 
front of him and those who followed kept shouting, Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest! 10 When he entered Jerusalem, the 
whole city was stirred up, asking, “Who is this?” 11 And the crowds were saying, “This is Jesus, 
the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

Honestly, it is kind of a sorry sight isn’t it. Jesus rides in, not on a mighty warhorse but on a 
borrowed donkey. He is not accompanied by heavenly warriors, but by fisherman with a spotty 
record of faith. He was accompanied not by the songs of millions of angels but by the shouts of 
fickle pilgrims who would change their shouts of “HOSANNA” to “CRUCIFY HIM” as they so quickly 
sided with the moblike majority on that coming Friday. He was not even recognized to be the God 
of all creation but as people watched this sight they simply and cluelessly asked “Who is this?” 

So then the next question would simply be why? Why didn’t Jesus just walk into Jerusalem. If he 
wasn’t going to do it big why did he do anything at all? If it was going to be something that people 
didn’t even really understand, why did he even do what he did?  

You see, in order to properly understand Palm Sunday and for that matter, why we are looking at 
the temptation of “support” this morning, we need to understand Jesus and why he came. Jesus 
did not come to rule us or this world, he came to save us and this world. He did not come to 
command us, but he came to invite us. He did not come to demand anything from us, but he came 
to give everything for us. He did not come expecting that we would fully understand him, he came 
to teach us about himself and his love because he fully understands us and what we need the 
most. Jesus, Jesus alone, without the aid of the disciples, rulers, you or me, came in the name of 
the Lord to save us. He didn’t need us to accomplish that task, in fact, he knew he must do this by 
himself. He knew he had to be completely forsaken by this world as well as his own Father in 
heaven to do all that he needed to do. 

Now you might be saying, “Pastor, I know all of this, but where does this temptation come into 
play?” Allow me to briefly speak on a personal struggle this morning as an illustration. I would 
dare say that, after any  Christian funerals a pastor might do, the highlight of every single pastor’s 
ministry each and every year would be Holy Week, the week that begins today with Palm Sunday 
and goes to that upper room on Thursday, proceeds to the cross on Friday, meditates on the 
empty cross and yet full tomb on Saturday, and ends with the celebration of death’s destruction, 
an empty tomb and an alive and victorious Jesus next Sunday. And while I can not speak for every 
pastor, I can speak for this one. It is the best. It is our reason for all smiles and joy, our reason for 
song and hope in the face of everything.  



There is a certain level of depression that sinks in when I think that I can’t go through that week 
with you. That while I can record sermons and put together services, it just isn’t going to be the 
same, dare I say it won’t be a joyful, it won’t seem as wonderful, or most dangerous of all, it won’t 
seem as real….And as I have been thinking about this and honestly, in a little bit of a funk about all 
of this, I keep asking myself why? Why won’t it be any of those things? Is the truth that Jesus knew 
what he was getting himself into and willingly and joyfully went to the cross for me dependent on 
me singing my hosannas and children, your children, grabbing a palm branch and bringing it up to 
the altar? In short, does Jesus need my support to have his truth be any more true? No! Not at all. 
Jesus went into Jerusalem long before my voice would ever be heard. 

And guess what? Jesus doesn’t need me to lead a service on Thursday and he doesn’t need you to 
participate in order for the gift of the spiritual meal that he instituted in the upper room to be any 
more special. It is what it is despite my support and despite yours. Jesus didn’t need me to speak 
about how he hung on the cross and he doesn’t need you to sit in darkness to make his sacrifice 
any more real either. Especially when the only part of me that supported that was my sinfulness 
that joined him there. Me and my support won’t make his sacrifice for sin more real, it just made it 
that much more severe. And when Jesus conquered death, when he burst from the tomb, well, he 
most certainly didn’t need to wait for Sam Biebert or anyone else for that matter to first shout 
“Jesus Christ is Risen today! He is risen, He is risen indeed!” No, as much as I might be tempted to 
think that is what makes it all real and that God somehow needs me to do that, It is simply not 
true. He doesn’t need my support, in fact in Luke’s account of Palm Sunday we are told that if 
people would be quiet then the stones would cry out. God will get his praise with or with me and 
with or without you. He doesn’t need our support! 

Yes, Palm Sunday looks a little different today. Church is empty and it is quiet. No praises are being 
sung, at least not here. God didn’t need our support and he still doesn’t. He did what he did for 
you and for me unconditionally. But guess, what? He gives us the joy and privilege of still giving it. 
He worked faith in your heart to find joy in setting aside a place to gather with your family of 
believers, a place to set aside as the place where we lift our voices in praise and hand over our 
hearts to our God in worship. For the past two weeks, that place has looked a lot like your home. 
But it is just as beautiful. This coming week, all of the beauty of God’s love for you and its eternal 
impact for you body and soul will be presented a little differently, but it will be just as true, it will 
be just as beautiful. And may we simply give God our support, our praise and thanks for that, not 
because he needs it, and how reassuring that our salvation is in the hands of God and God alone, 
but may we give him our support because he deserves it. This week we see the one who comes in 
the name of the Lord, Jesus from Galilee, we see forgiveness, yours and mine given, death 
conquered, and life earned and there is nothing that can ever touch that truth. Hosanna in the 
highest! Amen.  

And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 

Offering (Though we are not meeting together at this time please do not forget the 

opportunity to give back what is rightfully God’s with respect to what he has given 

us. Offerings can be mailed or dropped off at church. You can also make use of 

online giving through the giveplus app or by going to the church’s website 

(www.christcambridge.com) and selecting the “Donate” tab under “About” in the 

site menu.) 

http://www.christcambridge.com/


Prayer: 

Lord Jesus, you are the King of heaven and earth. We join the first Palm Sunday 

worshipers in praising and glorifying you for coming to this earth to be our Savior. 

Though you are one with God the Father and Lord of all, you humbled yourself and 

became one with us. Thanks be to you for living a life of perfect conformity to God’s 

holy law in our place. Praise be to you for being obedient to death, even death on a 

cross, to redeem us from sin. 

 

Lord Jesus, you are King over all the earth. Bless the nations of this world and their 

rulers as they need wisdom now more than ever. Let peace prevail. Grant success to 

the businesses and industries of our land to serve for the common good. Cause all 

employers to be honest and fair-minded and all employees to be diligent and 

faithful. Look with favor on our nation’s schools. Be with those who teach and those 

who learn. Comfort the sick and the afflicted with the assurance of your care and 

protection. Strengthen the faith of the dying. 

Hear us now, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Dear Savior, as we walk with you this week toward Calvary, keep us focused on your 

purpose for coming into this world and on our calling to spread this wonderful 

message of salvation. We ask this in the name of our merciful Savior, Jesus, in whose 

name we also pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and 

the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing: 

Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and from Jesus Christ, the Father’s 

Son, will be with us in truth and love. Amen. 
  

Closing Hymn – “Ride On, Ride On in Majesty” (Hymn 133) 
Click Here for Song and Lyrics 

 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mnxcQUEAOyWeJhdmZ2jCZRK_G4lbQJI3/view?usp=drivesdk

