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Welcome! Though I am not able to physically worship with you, it is an honor to share God’s word 
with you and direct your worship to our great God, he is most worthy of our praise and worship! 
 
I cannot direct you to the restroom or a quiet place for your children, I trust you to know that 
wherever you might be. However, I would like to encourage you to put distractions aside, they can 
wait. Give your time and attention to God. I would also like to remind you of God’s promise that 
his Holy Spirit is actively working wherever his word is (Hebrews 4:12). 
 
I would also like to give you some brief info concerning the service. As you go through this order of 
service, remember God has given to each believer the power to forgive or not forgive sins (the use 
of the Keys – Matthew 16:19). This is a comfort in public worship, but it is especially a comfort in 
private family worship. Worship in confidence that God hears and recognizes your praise even if it 
is in the setting of your own home for a time. 
 
Additionally, this service normally focuses on the gift of the Lord’s Supper, the gift that Jesus 
instituted and gave to all believers the night he was betrayed. Due to the current circumstances, 
we do not have the option to celebrate that together in person this evening. I pray, however, you 
are spiritually fed by the promises of God in his Word and through the reminders of what this 
Supper gives to you and to me. Finally, may this create in us a longing for the opportunity we will 
have in the future to celebrate it again together, as well as a longing for eating and drinking it 
anew with our Savior around the heavenly banquet table in eternity! 
 
You can go through the service together as a family, individually, or with someone leading and the 
rest joining in on the bold sections. 
 
Finally, links have been included for the two hymns. They will take you to YOUTUBE where there 
will be words, music and an additional voice singing. If it helps your worship please make use of it, 
if you don’t prefer that, or prefer just to read through the hymn, I have included the hymns 
themselves below the links as well.  
 
The focus of worship this evening centers on Jesus and how he made this battle personal and 
personally his for your personal comfort.  This service is really “Part One” of the three part service 
that is Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Sunday. This portion of the service will conclude 
with the “Stripping of the Altar.” Since the altar symbolizes Christ, the “stripping of the altar” 
symbolizes the abandonment of Jesus by his disciples and the stripping of Jesus by the soldiers 
prior to his crucifixion. The Altar will be stripped at the end of this Maundy service 

 -Pastor Sam Biebert 
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MAUNDY THURSDAY ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

Opening Hymn – “Jesus, Your Blood and Righteousness” (Hymn 376) 
Click Here for Song and Lyrics 
  
I love the Lord, for he heard my voice; he heard my cry for mercy. 
Because he turned his ear to me, I will call on him as long as I live. 

 

The cords of death entangled me, the anguish of the grave came upon me. 

I was overcome by trouble and sorrow.  Then I called on the name of the Lord. 

 

The Lord is gracious and righteous: our God is full of compassion. 

The Lord protects the simplehearted; when I was in great need, he saved me. 

 

How can I repay the Lord for all his goodness to me? 

I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord. 

 

In the name of and to the glory of the Triune God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - we 
gather here this evening in sacramental and sacrificial worship. 

May we tonight both bless you and be blessed by you, O Lord! 

Tonight, for our edification and understanding, we will be looking at the explanation of  Holy 
Communion as described in Luther’s Catechism. May we be reminded that here we have a man’s 

explanation of God’s word but  it is an explanation which comes from God’s word. 

  

THE INSTITUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION:   

WHAT IS THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION?  

It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ together with bread and 
wine, instituted by Christ for us Christians to eat and drink.   

WHERE IS IT WRITTEN?   

The Holy Evangelists Matthew, Mark, Luke and the Apostle Paul tell us:  The Lord 
Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, 
he broke it, gave it to his disciples and said, Take and eat.  This is my body, which 
is given for you; do this in remembrance of me.  In the same way after supper he 
took the cup, gave thanks, gave it to them and said, Drink from it, all of you.  This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

Silence for Reflection 

https://youtu.be/lKtN90pTrU0


THE BLESSINGS AND POWER OF HOLY COMMUNION: 

WHAT BLESSING DO WE RECEIVE THROUGH THIS EATING AND DRINKING?   

This is shown us by these words, given and poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins.  Through these words we receive the forgiveness of sins, life 
and salvation in this sacrament.  For where there is forgiveness of sins, there is 
also life and salvation. 

HOW CAN EATING AND DRINKING DO SUCH GREAT THINGS?   

It is certainly not the eating and drinking that does such things, but the words, 
Given and poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. These words are the 
main thing in this sacrament, along with the eating and drinking.  And whoever 
believes these words has what they plainly say, the forgiveness of sins. 

Silence for Reflection 

 

 

THE RECEPTION OF HOLY COMMUNION: 

WHO, THEN, IS PROPERLY PREPARED TO RECEIVE THIS SACRAMENT?   

Fasting and other outward preparations may serve a good purpose, but he is 
properly prepared who believes these words, given and poured out for you for 
the forgiveness of sins.  But whoever does not believe these words or doubts 
them is not prepared, because the words,” for you” require nothing but hearts 
that believe. 

 Silence for Reflection 

 

 

Psalm 116 
REFRAIN: I will walk in the presence of the LORD, in the land of the living. 

I love the LORD, for he heard my voice; 
he heard my cry for mercy. 

Because he turned his ear to me, 
I will call on him as long as I live. 

The LORD is gracious and righteous; 
when I was in great need, he saved me. 

For you, O LORD, have delivered my soul from death, 
my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling. 

How can I repay the LORD 
For all his goodness to me? 
 



I will lift up the cup of salvation 

And call on the name of the LORD. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the 
beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen. 

REFRAIN: I will walk in the presence of the LORD, in the land of the living. 

  

PSALM PRAYER: 
God of mercy and might, through the resurrection of your Son you have freed us 
from the anguish of guilt and the bonds of death. Be with us on our pilgrimage and 
help us glorify you in the presence of all your people: through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
  

Sermon Lesson: Luke 22:47-48 
While he was still speaking a crowd came up, and the man who was called Judas, 

one of the Twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him, but Jesus 

asked him, “Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?” 

 

Sermon on Luke 22:47-48  

Theme: The Battle is Personal! (Click Here for Sermon Video) 

 
Maundy Thursday Sermon: The Battle is Personal!      

How many of you are familiar with a Trojan Horse? Maybe your first thought jumps to a computer 
virus, something intended to trick you into opening it and stealing information off of your 
computer. However, that type of virus got its name from a huge wooden horse the Greeks 
constructed to put an end to a ten-year siege with the city of Troy. The Greeks hid a handpicked 
group of warriors inside the horse and pretended to sail away. The Trojans pulled the horse into 
their city as a victory trophy and celebrated. But that night, the Greek warriors crept out of the 
horse and opened the gates for the rest of the Greek army, which had sailed back under the cover 
of night. The Greeks entered and destroyed Troy, bringing an end to the War. 

I bring this up because this was essentially the tactic that Satan attempted to use on Jesus through 
Judas. Judas had heard all Jesus taught; he saw all that Jesus did. But this this man became the 
betrayer. Satan inserted a Trojan horse in his heart through Judas’ love of money, gained control 
and turned him against Jesus. 

At first glance, we may wonder how? How could this have happened? How could Judas have fallen 
so far and fallen so hard? But upon closer examination, it becomes very clear how we can relate 
better than we might first imagine. It also becomes very clear how important it is that Jesus is our 
warrior who fought for us and helps us in our own battles with the devil. It all becomes very clear 
how the devil also wants to use our own sinful flesh against Jesus and against our faith in Jesus. In 
short, we realize this battle is personal and Jesus knows it. 

https://youtu.be/yc0ILzV73Qw


There are a lot of personal wars going on in our country today. We lock doors  to keep out thieves 
and robbers. We listen to healthcare professionals to try and stay healthy. We work hard to try 
and support family and loved ones. And while there is an awful lot going on with all of the news 
and media reports around the CORNA virus and all of the ways it is affecting life, it is crucial to 
understand that our worst war is almost always like that of Judas.  

The event in our lesson takes place right after Jesus and the disciples had their last meal together, 
the Passover. Afterwards they went out to the Garden of Gethsemane and there, Jesus prayed. 
When he finished, he came back to sleeping disciples and woke them. It was during this that our 
lesson picks up. “While he was still speaking a crowd came up, and the man who was called 
Judas, one of the Twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him, but Jesus asked 
him, ‘Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?’” 

To some it may have appeared as thought Judas was doing nothing more than greeting his great 
friend Jesus. It was a very customary greeting between close friends to kiss on both sides of the 
face. But Judas was using this display of close friendship to betray and hand over our Savior to his 
enemies. But Jesus was not fooled. He knew exactly what was going on, he even gives him a 
chance to have a change of heart, calling him by name just as he had certainly done many times 
before and asking him with crystal clarity if he really was going to go through with what he was 
doing.  

What could do this? We ask. What could Trojan horse, something that seemed so innocent at first, 
could have entered Judas’ heart and overtake it, make him a traitor within the ranks of the 12 men 
closest to Jesus for the past three years? 

We know Judas had a weakness with money. In John 12 we are told he had been helping himself 
to some of that money. We know that love of money brought him to go to the chief priests to get 
paid for betraying Jesus. But we also know he was really good at hiding this weakness. In fact, it is 
very interesting to hear when Jesus told the disciples at the Last Supper that one of them was 
going to betray him, the disciples didn’t all turn their heads to look at Judas. They didn’t know who 
would betray Jesus. In fact, John 13:22 tells us “his disciples stared at one another, at a loss to 
know which of them he meant”. Why did they suspect one another? Why didn’t each of them 
suspect themselves for that matter? Each of them spent so much time and physical and mental 
effort to try and convince Jesus that they would never do anything like this, it was personal for 
them. It was a personal attack on their life. How could Jesus do that? Why would he think I would 
do that? Why does he keep bringing this up? Doesn’t he see all that I have given up for him the 
past three years? It probably felt as though Jesus was battling them personally. 

Do you ever feel that way? God’s word is very good at telling me and telling you that we have this 
same problem, it is very clear at letting us know that Satan is placing a Trojan horse at the gates of 
our hearts each and every day and it is not a beautiful gift, but it is spiritually devastating!  Romans 
7 tells us: “I see another law at work in me, waging war against the law of my mind and making 
me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within me. What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue 
me from this body that is subject to death?” In Matthew 26 we are reminded, “The spirit is 
willing, but the flesh is weak.” 

God is telling us it is not a matter of if but it is a matter of when and how often, we will drag 
Satan’s Trojan horse into the center of our hearts and Satan is allowed to take over. But what 
Trojan horse will he use on us? Will it be guilt from that past that repeatedly plagues you and 
causes you to despair? Will it be improper thoughts that you give into and allow to be fed through 
what you take in on the internet? Will it be depressing thoughts that you allow to consume the 
comfort truths of faith? Will it be spiritual laziness at this time when we have even less of an 



excuse than we normally could think of to not be in God’s word with our families? Might it be the 
risk to let worry fill and flood and allow prayer to recede into the background of our life? 

Do you see the Trojan horse within? 

We looked at Romans 7 earlier, that section goes on to say, “Thanks be to God, who delivers me 
through Jesus Christ our Lord!” This battle was personal, not just because it affects those whom 
Jesus personally loves but because he knows each of us personally and, personally, gives each one 
of us the victory. There was no attack that snuck past Jesus and because of that, the victory he 
gives to you and me is real and lasting. Judas didn’t want to believe that, he wanted to believe the 
gift Satan offered him was real. But that is nothing but a lie. Satan only gives what is harmful. 
Tragically, we know it did not end well for Judas. But that does not have to be our reality. Here 
Jesus’ warning to you and hear it from the perspective that it comes to you from one who gives no 
false promise or empty surprise. He is not out to trick you or to give you false hope.  

And we see that this Thursday night around the table in that upper room and on to the Garden. 
The best way for Jesus to battle Satan’s deceit is personally. And that is what Jesus does. He took 
on all of your personal sins. He made them, no longer yours, but personally, his. He comes to you 
personally, in the gift of his Holy Supper. Yes, we are not able to celebrate that in the same way 
we normally would this evening, but it is something we can give thanks to God for and look 
forward too. He does all of this, to renew your heart, to possess it. He comes to you with his real, 
personal presence. He comes to you and me in this supper through the power of his Word and 
promise to actually be with you. To give you the forgiveness of all of your sins. The God of all is 
personally yours! 

Tonight, as we watch Satan frantically trying everything in his power to strike blow upon blow at 
Jesus, tonight as we watch the disciples undergo a spiritual case of amnesia, we see Jesus 
completely take on Satan personally. He marches straight at him all the while letting him know 
there will be no surprises, there will be no Trojan horse that works on him. He knows exactly what 
he is getting into and he knows the outcome. Jesus makes our battle over sin, death and the devil, 
personally his. But he gives us the real confidence through his word and sacraments that the 
victory is personally ours. Let’s watch in awe as our Savior conquers. Amen. 

And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 

 

Offering (Though we are not meeting together at this time please do not forget the 

opportunity to give back what is rightfully God’s with respect to what he has given 

us. Offerings can be mailed or dropped off at church. You can also make use of 

online giving through the giveplus app or by going to the church’s website 

(www.christcambridge.com) and selecting the “Donate” tab under “About” in the 

site menu.) 
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CONFESSION OF Faith and SINS 
Tonight, we combine our confession of faith and sins by using some of the “Christian Questions” as 
found in page 371 in Luther’s Catechism. While we do not have the opportunity to receive the 
Lord’s Supper together this evening, I pray these give assurance of sins forgiven through Christ’s 
death on your behalf as well as create a longing for the opportunity to receive it once more. 

Do you believe that you are a sinner?  
Yes, I believe that I am a sinner. 

How do you know this?  
I know this from the ten commandments which I have not kept. 

Are you sorry for your sins?  
Yes, I am sorry that I have sinned against God. 

What have you deserved from God because of your sins?  
I deserve his wrath and displeasure, temporal death and eternal damnation. 

Are you convinced that you are saved? 
Yes, such is my confidence. 

In whom do you trust?  
I trust in my dear Lord Jesus Christ. 

Who is Jesus Christ? 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God, true God and man. 

How many Gods are there? 
There is only one God, but there are three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

What has Christ done for you that you trust in him? 
He died for me and shed his blood for me on the cross for the forgiveness of sins. 

Did the Father also die for you? 
He did not; for the Father is God only, the Holy Spirit likewise. But the Son is true 
God and true man. He died for me and shed his blood for me. 

How do you know this? 
I know this from the holy gospel and from the words of the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion. 

Which are those words?  
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 



Do you believe that the true Body and Blood of Christ are present in the Sacrament? 
Yes, I believe it. 

What moves you to believe it?  
I am moved to believe this by the Words of Christ, “Take, and eat; this is my body. 
Take and drink; this is my blood.” 

What does Christ want you to do when you eat his body and drink his blood in the 
Lord’s Supper? 
Christ wants me to remember and proclaim his death and the pouring out of his 
blood as he taught me: “Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me”. 

Why does Christ want you to remember and proclaim his death? 
He wants me to do this so that I learn to believe that no creature could make 
satisfaction for my sins, but only Christ, who is true God and man, could and did 
do that; I learn to look with terror upon my sins and regard them as great indeed; I 
find joy and comfort in Christ alone and believe that I have salvation through faith 
in him. 

What moved him to die and make a complete payment for your sins? 
He was moved to do this by his great love for his Father and for me and other 
sinners, as the Scriptures teach. (John 14:31; Romans 5:8; Galatians 2:20; Ephesians 
5:2) 

Why do you desire to receive Holy Communion?  
I desire to receive it because in Holy Communion the Holy Spirit works faith in my 
heart to firmly believe that Christ, out of his great love for me, died for my sins 
and offers me his forgiveness.   

  

Hymn – “Go to Dark Gethsemane” (Hymn 104) 
Click Here for Song and Lyrics  
 

PREPARATION FOR GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP 
Click Here for Good Friday Preparation and Stripping of the Altar  

 
 

                                     

https://youtu.be/STZwWzF5q94
https://youtu.be/H1EpJ2JkrjE

