
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EASTER SUNDAY WORSHIP 

Christ Lutheran Church 
32962 Vickers St, NE 

Cambridge, MN 
www.christcambridge.com  

Find us on Facebook @ Christ Lutheran Church – Cambridge, MN 

http://www.christcambridge.com/


Welcome! Though I am not able to physically worship with you, it is an honor to share God’s 
word with you and direct your worship to our great God, he is most worthy of our praise and 
worship! 

 
I cannot direct you to the restroom or a quiet place for your children, I trust you to know that 
wherever you might be. However, I would like to encourage you to put distractions aside, they 
can wait. Give your time and attention to God. I would also like to remind you of God’s 
promise that his Holy Spirit is actively working wherever his word is (Hebrews 4:12). 
 
There are a few important links in this service: 

- The first link is the call to worship as well as the first hymn (Thank you to all who 

donated flowers to decorate the altar!) 

 

- The next two links are for the second hymns. They are song as a response to reading 

through the Easter story. 

 

- The sermon link and children’s message follow the Easter story and sung responses. 

 

- Lastly, there is a link to the closing blessing and final hymn. 

 

I pray this service is as much of a blessing to you as it was for me to put together. Thank you so 

much for your patience with me as we navigate through these times. May God grant you a 

most blessed Easter and may you never forget the victory is won, and it has been won FOR 

YOU! Happy Easter! 

God bless your worship,  

-Pastor Sam Biebert 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CLICK HERE FOR SERVICE INTRO AND FIRST HYMN  
 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION: (Psalm 103) 

Praise the LORD, O my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name.   Praise the LORD, O my 

soul, and forget not all his benefits—  

Who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases, who satisfies your desires with good 

things so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's. 

The LORD works righteousness and justice for all the oppressed.   He made known his ways to 

Moses, his deeds to the people of Israel:   The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to 

anger, abounding in love.  He will not always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever;  

He does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities, or as high as 

the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him;  as far as the east 

is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.  

As a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him; 

for he knows how we are formed, he remembers that we are dust. 

As for man, his days are like grass, he flourishes like a flower of the field;  the wind blows over 

it and it is gone, and its place remembers it no more.  

But from everlasting to everlasting the LORD's love is with those who fear him. 

The LORD has established his throne in heaven, and his kingdom rules over all.  

The work of the Lord is great and glorious, his name is worthy of praise. 

  

 

 

 

The Easter Story 
Matthew 28:1-15, Mark 16:1-16, Luke 24:1-36, John 20:19-31 

“Jesus Lives!” 
(If possible, consider having each family member read a portion) 

After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the 
women took the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb. Mary Magdalene, Mary 
the mother of James, Salome and other women bought spices so that they might go to 
anoint Jesus' body. They were on their way to the tomb and they asked each other, 
"Who will roll the stone away from the entrance of the tomb?" 

There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, 
going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like 
lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. The guards were so afraid of him that 
they shook and became like dead men.  

https://youtu.be/cjSDfTGmNZk


But when the women looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been 
rolled away. Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been 
removed from the entrance.  

So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and 
said, “They have taken the lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have 
put him.” So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 

When the other women entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. While they 
were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightening 
stood beside them.   

The angel said to the women: "Don't be alarmed," he said. "You are looking for Jesus 
the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where 
they laid him.  But go, tell his disciples and Peter, `He is going ahead of you into Galilee. 
There you will see him, just as he told you.” 

Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled from the tomb. They said 
nothing to anyone, because they were afraid. Suddenly Jesus met them. "Greetings," he 
said. 

They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them,  

"Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me. "While 
the women were on their way, some of the guards went into the city and reported to the 
chief priests everything that had happened. When the chief priests had met with the 
elders and devised a plan, they gave the soldiers a large sum of money, telling them,  

"You are to say, `His disciples came during the night and stole him away while we were 
asleep.'  If this report gets to the governor, we will satisfy him and keep you out of 
trouble."   

So the soldiers took the money and did as they were instructed. And this story has been 
widely circulated among the Jews to this very day.  

  

HYMN #152 vv. 1-2 (Click Here for Song and Lyrics)  

 

When these women came back from the tomb, they told these things to the Eleven and 
to all the others.  

But they did not believe the women, because their words seemed to them like nonsense. 
Peter and John, however, got up and ran to the tomb.  John outran Peter and reached 
the tomb first. He bent over and looked at the strips of linen lying there, but did not go 
in.  

Then, Simon Peter who was behind him, arrived and went into the tomb. Bending over, he 
saw the strips of linen lying by themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself what 

https://youtu.be/mqel2MTmTs8


had happened. Finally, the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went 
inside. He saw and believed. (They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had 
to rise from the dead.) Then the disciples went back to their homes. 

Mary Magdalene stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into 
the tomb and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus body had been, one at the 
head, and the other at the foot.  

They asked her, “Woman why are you crying?”  

“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I do not know where they have put 
him.” 

At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was 
Jesus.  

“Woman,” he said, “why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?” 

Thinking he was the gardener, she said,  

“Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.”  
Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 

She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Raboni!” (which means teacher). Jesus 
said to her, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet returned to the Father. Go instead 
to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am returning to my Father, and your Father, to my God, 
and your God.’” 

Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news; “I have seen the Lord!” And she 
told them that he had said these things to her. 

  

HYMN #152 vv. 7-8 (Click Here for Song and Lyrics)   

 

SERMON and CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Matthew 28:1-10 

(Click Here for Sermon and Children's Message)  

(Copy of Sermon with theme: “Temptations: Expected Victory”) 

There are days in life when you can just about expect what is going to happen. Easter is normally one of those 
days. You can expect smiling faces, joy, beautiful flowers, familiar Easter hymns, an egg hunt or two, a 
delicious Easter breakfast, and family time. You probably expect to hear a preacher preach this morning and 
you can probably even anticipate what the message is going to be about. There is hardly ever a surprise 
associated with those big days like Easter and we normally plan and hope everything will go just as expected. 

But there are also those times when things aren’t what you would expect. Who could have guessed on January 
1st that we would be celebrating Easter the way we are? Who would have guessed that church would have 
been empty during all of holy week? Who would have guessed that we would have been more worried about 
videos being edited and upload speeds rather than what we were going to make for Easter breakfast? Who 
would have expected Easter to look anything like it does today? This wasn’t even close to my radar! 

https://youtu.be/V0UKkN8R_A8
https://youtu.be/FTbNq4_D1VE


But those are just all of the details about Easter. They really have nothing to do with Easter itself. However, it 
does reveal a sad truth, the Easter message can sometimes seem to be one of those things that we expect and 
nothing special. You have the season of Lent, it comes every year, we know it culminates with Holy week, Palm 
Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and then, of course, Easter.  

Because of its regularity, there is a devastating temptation that gets intertwined with Easter itself. That is 
simply, it isn’t that big of a deal. The frills and the fun around it, the eggs, the bunny, the food, and the family 
become a bigger deal than the message itself. In short, we are tempted by just how expected Jesus victory has 
come to be to think it isn’t as wonderful as it really is! 

But God’s Easter encouragement to you today is to see the unexpected and pull up a chair, or a couch, for a 
few moments. Don’t worry, your Easter ham is going to be alright, work will still be waiting for you when the 
service is done, the social distancing life isn’t going anywhere for the time being. For just a few moments, let’s 
turn away from the business of everyday life and turn toward the message of Easter. Together, let us listen to 
God’s truth and say no to this temptation and listen with ears wide open to our victory in Christ! 

Matthew’s account of Easter morning begins, frankly, with exactly what you would expect: “After the 
Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the 
tomb.” It seems so very normal, so unexceptional. One can very easily say that all we read about here are dear 
friends, a dreadful grave, and basic human dignity. Exactly what would be expected from those who loved 
Jesus. 

These women had been dear friends of and supporters of Jesus and his ministry and we see them doing what 
dear friends would do. They were going to the dreadful grave of Jesus. It wasn’t a joy-filled task. No one likes 
cemeteries. That is why we do whatever we can to “nice-fy” them. We talk about the pretty flowers, how 
nicely mown the grass is, and how beautiful the stones are. But deep down we know we can’t spruce up death 
with pretty flowers and a well-manicured lawn. Jesus’ tomb was a brand new one, it also looked good, but not 
even that could compensate for the fact that Jesus’ battered, lifeless body lay inside on a cold stone slab. It 
was not a pleasant task awaiting these women, what a dreadful place to see a dear friend. 

But they were hoping to make the best of it. That is why they were there, they wanted Jesus to have basic 

human dignity. He had received a quick burial on Friday because the Sabbath was approaching so Sunday 

morning was the first opportunity they had to properly clean Jesus body, sprinkle it with myrrh and aloes, 

wrap it with clean linen, place the burial cloth back on his face and let Jesus rest in peace before returning to a 

life that was going to be very different without Jesus. 

All of this, completely what you would expect. But . . . then comes the unexpected. “2 Suddenly, there was a 
great earthquake! For an angel of the Lord came down from heaven, and going to the tomb, he rolled away 
the stone and was sitting on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing was as white as 
snow. 4 The guards were so terrified of him that they shook and became like dead men.” An earthquake? An 
angel? An angel rolling away the stone door to the tomb? The guards, the Roman guards, the bulldogs of the 
Roman army, even they were even so surprised that they trembled and fainted in fright. What was going on 
here? And then the angels speak the greatest news to these women and, then, even more unexpected than 
ALL of this, the risen Jesus himself speaks to them. It doesn’t get mor unexpected than this! 

5 The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid! I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was 
crucified. 6 He is not here. He has risen, just as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. 7 Go quickly 
and tell his disciples, ‘He has risen from the dead! And look, he is going ahead of you to Galilee. There you 
will see him.’ See, I have told you!” 
8 They hurried away from the tomb, with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus 
met them and said, “Greetings!” They approached, took hold of his feet, and worshipped him. 10 Then Jesus 



said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go, tell my brothers that they should go to Galilee, and there they will see 
me.” 

Definitely not what they were expecting. The tomb cut out of rock became the first pulpit and instead of the silence of 

death the listened to a sermon—short sweet and to the point. This sermon has literally changed the history of the world. 

“He is not here; he has risen, just as he said!” The beaten and battered, poke and prodded, whipped and crucified One 

lives again! This was news beyond their wildest expectations! But as they are going back down the path they came from 

Jesus gives them a second sermon, also short but with a world of meaning. “Greetings. Do not be afraid.”  

What are you expecting to receive from your celebration of Easter this year? Are you hoping for some new message? 

The one of that first Easter was great, but it is sorta old news now. Life has been pretty rough with all of this social 

distancing and added stress at work. Maybe we just want God to give us an Easter miracle of a new kind, life back to its 

sweet, hectic normal. We already know that one and everything to complain about there. Are you looking for something 

more exciting than the forgiveness of sins and victory over death and there is no pressing reason to come and worship 

him again any time soon? If that is the case then the best you can hope for today is a bunny, bonnets, a ham, a nap and 

maybe, just maybe all of this will be over in a few short weeks. If that is the case then the words of 1 Corinthians 15 

need to sound in our ears “If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins.” 

If Christ has not been raised the “It is finished” on the cross has nothing to do with our salvation but rather it would 

simply be a buried dream. The last forty days of lent—useless. Imagine the ways you could have better used your time, 

caught up on sleep, gotten needed things crossed off the list. And especially this week, I for one could have found a lot 

more stuff to do and work on other than get three online services ready.  

But if Christ had not been raised sin’s wages still need paying, if Jesus is still dead all hope concerning our own trip to the 

funeral home one day is a pipe dream and the thought of eternity can only make us shudder. If Christ is still dead, all real 

hope in this life is lost as well, as Paul also says in 1 Corinthians 15 “If Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless 

and so is your faith”. That means this sermon is pure silliness, your trust in Christ is childish, and your faith…foolish. 

But as much as we can prepare for and even know the message of Easter, it is never one of those things that we expect 

as nothing special. Why? Because on Easter we celebrate the unimaginable, the completely unexpected death of death.  

One of the hidden gems of our lesson from Matthew this morning comes from the voice of the angels. “Just as he said”. 

Up until that point, Satan was living in the bliss of ignorance, the tide had seemingly turned for him and he was on the 

offensive. Jesus was dead, his disciples were scattered, the women were grieving. Satan’s fair maiden “Death” was loose 

and wreaking havoc. But on Easter morning, Satan ran headfirst into God. While he was raging against the defendant he 

came face to face with the Judge and “death”, which gorged itself on mortals died while swallowing Life. “Death” which 

swallows the guilty is itself, unexpectedly, swallowed up while gulping down the Author of innocence, our victorious 

Jesus. 

And where do we find all of this unexpected, yet comforting, information? The exact same place the women were 

directed that first Easter morning, in the words of Jesus. Easter should have been expected for them too but they 

needed to go to the tomb first and hear a sermon there to see and fully know the beauty of Easter. 

And it still gives us the same unexpectedly joyful message this morning. On Friday we also went to the tomb and there 

we saw what we need: God’s forgiveness, help with death and hope in life. Today, we come to the tomb and find it 

empty of Christ but filled with the real and kept promises of God. And there, in a tomb of all places, we, unexpectedly, 

find the ultimate reason to turn to Jesus for resurrection and life because in that quiet tomb we hear the loudest 

preaching of God’s forgiveness. Peering into a seemingly hopeless tomb we find real help with death. A graveside feels 

so final. But looks and feelings can be deceiving. Jesus tells us “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes 

in me will live, even though they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never die.” Turn from temptation to 

expect otherwise and turn to Jesus for Resurrection and Life. 



Looking into the empty tomb we find it packed full of hope in life. As we look at life we will continue to see health 

scares, we will see wars drag on and new ones start, an economy that rises and falls, problems that fill our minds, times 

that feel like God is floating somewhere out there beyond Pluto. But your real hope in life is not placed on some dead 

guy. He has risen! The living Lord is with you every single second of this life until he takes you into eternal life. He comes 

to us still today to give “greetings” in his word. There we will see him and there he promises to show himself to us saying 

“I will be with you always to the very end of the age.”  

Brothers and sisters, may the joy of Easter live new and fresh every day until that last trumpet sounds. May our Lord 

Jesus give you a faith to know that and a faith to continually see how unexpected his victory is and how it has been 

made yours! He is Risen! He has Risen indeed! Hallelujah! Amen. 

 

Offering: (Though we are not meeting together at this time please do not forget the 

opportunity to give back what is rightfully God’s with respect to what he has given us. 

Offerings can be mailed or dropped off at church. You can also make use of online giving 

through the giveplus app or by going to the church’s website (www.christcambridge.com) and 

selecting the “Donate” tab under “About” in the site menu.) 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

O Lord God, our strength, our song, and our salvation, you fulfilled your promises by the 
resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, from the dead. 
Thanks be to God!  You give us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

In your compassion you sent Christ, the Good Shepherd, who laid down his life to rescue 
the lost. 
Drive out all doubt and gloom that we may delight in your glorious triumph. 

Lift our eyes heavenward to see him who lives to make intercession for the saints, and 
grant us confidence in the greatness of his power.  Keep before us the vision of your 
redeemed people standing before your throne and singing the song of victory: 
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive wisdom and power and honor and glory 
and praise. 

Make us instruments of your peace as we bring the good news of hope and new life to 
those around us.  Guide us in the use of all that you have entrusted to us:  our time, our 
talents, and our treasures. 
Risen Lord, live in us that we may live for you. 

Merciful Lord Jesus, grant healing to the sick, and strengthen the faith of the suffering and 
the dying.  Assure them of your abiding presence, and comfort them with the hope of 
eternal life. Finally, hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. Gracious Father, 
you have restored to us the joy of your salvation.  With happy hearts, we come before you 
and say: 
Alleluia!  Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

http://www.christcambridge.com/


 LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                           Luke 11:1-4; Matthew 6:9-13  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.  

  

 

 
 

 Click Here for Blessing and Closing Hymn  

https://youtu.be/LMi4UstysM0

