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Welcome! Though I am not able to physically worship with you, it is an honor to share God’s 
word with you and direct your worship to our great God, he is most worthy of our praise and 
worship! 
 
I cannot direct you to the restroom or a quiet place for your children, I trust you to know that 
wherever you might be. However, I would like to encourage you to put distractions aside, they 
can wait. Give your time and attention to God. I would also like to remind you of God’s 
promise that his Holy Spirit is actively working wherever his word is (Hebrews 4:12). 
 
I would also like to give you some brief info concerning the service. This particular order of 
service, was chosen for its simplicity but also because of the message it reminds us of, namely, 
that God has given to each believer the power to forgive or not forgive sins. Additionally, it ties 
in nicely with our gospel lesson. Worship in confidence that God hears and recognizes your 
praise even if it is in the setting of your own home for a time. 
 
You can go through the service together as a family, individually, or with someone leading and 
the rest joining in on the bold sections. 
 
Finally, links have been included for the two hymns, a sermon, and the children’s message. 
They will take you to YOUTUBE where there will be words, music and an additional voice 
singing (for the first hymn but not for the second). If it helps your worship please make use of 
it, if you don’t prefer that, or prefer just follow along and meditate on the words that is, 
obviously, also fine.  
 
Today we continue our series of sermons on the theme “FAILED PLANS” with the focus of 
today being on situations of sadness where there doesn’t seem to be much we can do. We 
may wonder how much God’s Word has to say about this and how it could possibly tie into the 
Easter joy we all have? I pray that question is answered for you and it helps to aid in your 
praises to God for his eternal and relevant truth. May God bless you and your worship as we 
go to the one who gives us the victory in Christ! 
 
-Pastor Sam Biebert 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

MEDITATION ON 
THE MINISTRY OF THE KEYS 

 
Opening Hymn – “This Joyful Eastertide” – Koine 

(Click Here for Hymn and Lyrics)  
 
(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism) 
 

In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: 
God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 
 
If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness,  
We lie and do not live by the truth. 
 
If we claim to be without sin,  
We deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
 
 
Confession of Sin 
Father, I have sinned against you and am no longer worthy to be called your child. Yet in 
mercy you sacrificed your only Son to purge away my guilt. For his sake O God, be merciful 
to me a sinner, and in the joy of your Holy Spirit let me serve you all my days. 
 
Silence for personal examination and confession. 
 
 

Absolution 
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness. Upon this, your confession, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 
 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/z5VmqjvMfeE


This lesson continues Peter’s Pentecost sermon from last Sunday with the culmination of his message to the 
people of Israel. They had lost the ancient hope long promised, and instead they placed their hope in the 
punctilious performance of human ordinances. Peter’s sermon dashes their false hope to pieces. Could there be 
a better preachment of specific Law than Peter’s words here? Could there be a better preachment of specific 
Gospel as Peter restores their hope through the sweet message of Christ crucified and risen for sinners? C.F.W. 
Walther’s Sixth Thesis on Law and Gospel says, “God’s Word is not properly divided when the Law is not 
preached in its full severity nor the Gospel in its full sweetness…” Rightly dividing Law and Gospel leads to hope 
restored in the Savior. 

First Lesson: Acts 2:14a, 36-47 
14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice, and spoke loudly and clearly to them: 

36 “Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made this Jesus, whom 
you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” 

37 Now when the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other 
apostles, “Gentlemen, brothers, what should we do?” 

38 Peter answered them, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the 
promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far away, as many as the Lord our 
God will call.” 

40 He testified solemnly with many other words and was appealing to them, saying, “Escape 
from this crooked generation.” 41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and that 
day about three thousand people were added. 

42 They continued to hold firmly to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking 
of the bread, and to the prayers. 43 Awe came over every soul, and many wonders and signs 
were being done through the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in 
common. 45 They were selling their possessions and property and were distributing the 
proceeds according to what anyone needed. 46 Day after day, with one mind, they were 
devoted to meeting in the temple area, as they continued to break bread in their homes. They 
shared their food with glad and sincere hearts, 47 as they continued praising God and being 
viewed favorably by all the people. Day after day the Lord added to their number those who 
were being saved. 

 
This is the second in a series of five continual readings from 1 Peter. Peter’s first epistle is a letter of hope in the 
midst of suffering. He wrote to believers elected by God but persecuted for their faith. Trials and grief try to 
choke out our hope. But how empty life would be if we followed the way of the world! We would have nothing 
but a short life in this world of pain with no hope for a better future. Our hope is restored when we remember 
that we were bought by the blood of Christ, and that one day we will join our glorious Savior in our heavenly 
home. Until that day, we live in this world as strangers who are focused on going home. 

Second Lesson: 1 Peter 1:17-21 
17 If you call on the Father who judges impartially, according to the work of each person, 
conduct yourselves during the time of your pilgrimage in reverence, 18 because you know that 
you were redeemed from your empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, 



not with things that pass away, such as silver or gold, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, 
like a lamb without blemish or spot. 20 He was chosen before the foundation of the world but 
revealed in these last times for your sake. 21 Through him you are believers in God, who raised 
him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 
 
VERSE OF THE DAY 
Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. Our hearts were burning within us 
while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us. Alleluia. (Luke 24:32) 
 
Gospel Reading (Sermon Text): Luke 24:13-35 
13 Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven 
miles from Jerusalem. 14 They were talking with each other about everything that had 
happened. 15 As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up 
and walked along with them; 16 but they were kept from recognizing him. 

17 He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?” 

They stood still, their faces downcast. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you the 
only one visiting Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these 
days?” 

19 “What things?” he asked. 

“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before 
God and all the people. 20 The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to 
death, and they crucified him; 21 but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to 
redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place. 22 In addition, some 
of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning 23 but didn’t find his body. 
They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. 24 Then 
some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they 
did not see Jesus.” 

25 He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets have 
spoken! 26 Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” 27 And 
beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the 
Scriptures concerning himself. 

28 As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus continued on as if he were 
going farther. 29 But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is 
almost over.” So he went in to stay with them. 

30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give 
it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from 
their sight. 32 They asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked 
with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?” 



33 They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with 
them, assembled together 34 and saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to 
Simon.” 35 Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized 
by them when he broke the bread. 

 

Sermon on Luke 24:13-35 

Theme: FAILED PLANS: When All We Can Do Is Go for A Walk 

Click Here for Sermon 

Click Here for Children's Message 

Failed Plans: When All We Can Do Is Go for A Walk               4-26-2020 

Have you been there? Have you reached the place when there is nothing that can be done about your 
situation? The events in your life are out of your control. It is clear you are not in control. It is frustrating. It is 
overwhelming. It is depressing. You keep replaying over and over the past events. You complain and you 
question but no matter what you say and what you think, it doesn’t change where you currently are, you are 
stuck in a situation that you don’t like. You just want to try and clear your mind so; you go for a walk.  

Have you ever been there? Can you relate? I would imagine a good many of us can. Maybe it is the situation 
we currently find ourselves in. Maybe it is unrelated but this current situation isn’t helping any, it is just adding 
one more thing to an already stress-filled life. On top of it all, here is another person, like so many before, who 
seems to suggest all the answers, who seems to just be saying, “If you will only listen to me, then all will be 
well.” “Yeah right”, we can easily think, you don’t know me, God doesn’t seem to want to help me, no one 
does for that matter, there is nothing you can say to change where I am at or to change my situation that will 
magically make it all go away.  

But what if I were to tell you that you are wrong? What if I were to tell you that there is? What if I were to say 
that even among so many failed plans, even among failed plans where there, literally, seems to be nothing left 
that we can do other than go for a walk, which won’t really help anyways, we tell ourselves, but at least we 
will be doing something, there is something. You might call me ignorant. You might call me blind to your 
problems and you may say that I don’t really know your issues but, please, just come with me. Bring nothing 
but an ear and listen. Because as we go to God’s Word this morning, we find two others in this exact situation, 
with this exact mindset and the solution they are given is the same as the one I mentioned and, here is the 
best part, it wasn’t just a solution specific to them. It is also a solution for you just as it is for me. Come and 
see. 

Let’s begin this walk with a prayer: Dear heavenly Father, it is far too often that we find ourselves in a pile of 
our own failed plans. We chose a way to go or a place or people in which to put our hope and we are let down. 
We come to you today eager for a solution and yearning for hope. I simply ask that you would use me, to do 
nothing more than share your word, share your truth, so that we all may be given a solution to the failed plans 
and despair that we find ourselves in. It is in Jesus name we pray, Amen. 

The portion of God’s Word that we turn to this morning is Luke chapter 24 beginning at verse 13. 

13 Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from 
Jerusalem. 14 They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. 15 As they talked 
and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; 16 but 

https://youtu.be/l4eyg6sZQSA
https://youtu.be/Ds0G_-AFKZ8


they were kept from recognizing him. 17 He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk 
along?” They stood still, their faces downcast. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you the 
only one visiting Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?” 
19 “What things?” he asked. “About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in 
word and deed before God and all the people. 20 The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be 
sentenced to death, and they crucified him; 21 but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to 
redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place. 22 In addition, some of our 
women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning 23 but didn’t find his body. They came and 
told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. 24 Then some of our companions 
went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see Jesus.” 

Does it get more hopeless? You could argue yes but consider what they are going through. They had hope and 
that hope was currently gone. That is often what makes for the most depressing of situations. Everything in 
life seems to be going exactly as you hoped it would be, you are happy, you are filled with excitement for 
future events…and then the rug is snapped out from under your feet and you land flat on your back. It really is 
far different and even more depressing than maybe starting out in a bad situation and just expecting bad 
because that is what you know.  

We can see it on their faces, we can hear it in their words. They were in shock of everything that had 
happened. They were filled with sadness. Maybe worst of all is their own words, “We had hoped….”  

That I am sure you can relate to. We had hoped the surgery would be successful. We had hoped we would be 
blessed with a healthy baby. We had hoped the treatment would work. We had hoped we were going to get a 
promotion or raise. We had hoped this or that would work out. But that very statement shows the hope was 
placed in the wrong thing. That statement shows that hope was now lost. Depression has filled its place. 
Sadness is now what lives there and a harsh reality of a bad situation is now what must be lived with. 
Sometimes, like these disciples, a walk is all we can do but we know even that, doesn’t magically make the 
sadness go away.  

But what is more, is that this hope was placed in someone  who was now dead and so, at least to them, this 
hope was dead along with it. And here is where their situation is just as bad, if not worse, than any we might 
find ourselves in. Their hope was that this was going to be the one who would redeem them. This was going to 
be the one who was going to change their status, the one who was going to buy them back from the dungeon 
of an eternity of hatred and gnashing of teeth in hell. And it seems as though this is now their lot. Call it what 
you will, but in the minds of these individuals, they no longer know what to think about life and what to make 
of it. Up is now down and they are completely lost. Maybe you can relate to that mindset. 

But another joins them on their walk. They don’t know who it is at first and they were not made able to 
recognize who it actually is at first, but here is Jesus, the death conqueror, walking alongside them, walking 
with them. Joining them exactly where they are and wanting to understand how they feel.  

And please, notice how he treats their pain. He acknowledges where they are at, but at the same time he asks 
them why they are there. He asks them why they are depressed. He wants them to say and express what was 
on their minds. Honestly, he wants them to know there is something they can be doing rather than feeling this 
way. He wants them to see they are not seeing WHO is right beside them and WHO has really never left their 
side. Additionally, we see this in how Jesus goes on to address them. 

25 He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Did 
not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses and all 
the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. 

In short, he directs them right back to God’s Word, the place where all of their answers have been all along. 
He leads them to see him, without actually noticing that there is Jesus, right at their side. And our lesson ends 



in the most wondrous of ways. Their eyes are opened to see here is Jesus! Hope is not gone but it is even 
better than they had hoped. They have been redeemed. Their life is better than they could have ever imagined 
and their seven mile walk turns into a seven mile run to go back and tell this good news! 

How often does God’s Word seem like the last place we should ever go when things get tough? How easy is it 
for us to be blind to who has never left our side and to instead look with blinders on at this world and all the 
bad that happens without ever seeing the one who so loved the world? I can’t read minds but I can answer 
that question confidently for you because you are just like me. It happens all the time. What we can see seems 
more real. What we can feel seems more real. What affects us seems more real…even if it comes from 
something we can’t see, something like say, a virus. We are more likely to believe and settle on the bad than 
to see and know the good.  

But God comes to us in the same way as he did to the two in our lesson. God comes to us with his same words 
and promises. God comes to us desiring for us to tell us exactly what is on our hearts, even when he already 
knows and he listens with interest because he listens with love for you, body and soul. We can so often have 
the same problem as these two, the problem where our sight, logic, emotions and expectations lead us to 
abandon what Scripture has told us. Maybe that is struggling to forgive someone who has hurt us or treated us 
in a way we felt unjust. Maybe it is loneliness. Maybe it is worry. Maybe it is uncertainty. Maybe it is 
something else. Whatever it is I promise you, the solution to your problems is found in a walk with Jesus as he 
brings us back through all that he has said and promised to YOU. But it is also right there, in our specific 
situations, that God joins that walk with us whether that walk is through a health scare, a time of shame, a 
time of sadness, a time of anger or a time of despair and points us to his word. Maybe it is through a friend or 
maybe a family member or maybe through a pastor and though God may use those people, he never leaves 
our side, even if we don’t recognize him to be there all the time.  

He tells us how important it is to see ALL he has given us in his word. Your Jesus forgave those who hated and 
abandoned them far worse than you will ever be. Your Savior was more lonely than you will ever feel. Your 
Savior took on all your worry as his own and felt it flood his body. Your Savior knew what he was doing for you 
so you would never have to be uncertain about what has been won for you. That word which tells you, 
regardless of where you are at on your walk, that you have a savior who had to die and rise for you. These 
disciples had hoped and that hope was restored. You have the same Savior. Their hope is no different than 
yours. There hope was restored just as yours has every reason to be. May we not find ourselves foolishly 
looking in the wrong places for hope or foolishly look to the wrong things for confirmation of our hope. May 
we never try to find our reasons for hope in ourselves but may we simply rejoice in the fact that God is right 
where he has promised to be, in the truth of his word. God help us always to seek him there because there, he 
promises to turn our walk of sadness into a run of burning joy! Amen. 

And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. 

 

Offering: 

(Though we are not meeting together at this time please do not forget the opportunity to give 

back what is rightfully God’s with respect to what he has given us. Offerings can be mailed or 

dropped off at church. You can also make use of online giving through the giveplus app or by 

going to the church’s website (www.christcambridge.com) and selecting the “Donate” tab 

under “About” in the site menu.) 

 

 

http://www.christcambridge.com/


Prayer: 
O Lord, our God, we are filled with gratitude and awe as we reflect on the many ways you 
show your great love for us.  We see the beauty of the creation around us and think of how 
you use it to provide us with everything we need for body and life.  We remember our 
baptisms and rejoice that you have adopted us to be your own and daily forgive all our sins.  
We consider the blessings of family and friends, peace and health, the changing seasons 
and constancy of their cycle.  Most of all we thank you for your Word through which you 
have revealed all this to us, and for your Spirit through whose work you have brought us to 
believe. In whom we also ask you to continue to increase our knowledge, our 
understanding, our faith so that we may grow in the peace and joy that only you can give. 

Lord Jesus, those who heard the news of your resurrection and of the forgiveness of sins 
that was theirs through it were transformed by that message.  You have accomplished the 
same in us and we ask that you assist us as we carry on that work so that we daily live our 
lives recognizing that our time here on earth is only temporary and that our eternal home is 
with you in heaven. 

Lord of the church, with so much emphasis and attention being focused on the coronavirus, 
the challenges facing your people around the world are easily overlooked.  We know that 
you are not distracted.  Keep in your care those who are your own.  In those places where 
the virus has made sharing your Word more difficult or brought greater persecution on 
your people be present with your power to protect and defend your own.  Enable them to 
continue to proclaim the good news of Easter. 

 

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Lord Jesus, you live forever to intercede for us before your Father’s throne.  Trusting your 

promise that the Father will hear and answer whatever we ask in your name we also pray 

as you have taught us:   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing and Final Hymn  

 

https://youtu.be/V-0fSHkHCXs

