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Welcome! Though I am not able to physically worship with you, it is an honor to share God’s 
word with you and direct your worship to our great God, he is most worthy of our praise and 
worship! 
 
I cannot direct you to the restroom or a quiet place for your children, I trust you to know that 
wherever you might be. However, I would like to encourage you to put distractions aside, they 
can wait. Give your time and attention to God. I would also like to remind you of God’s 
promise that his Holy Spirit is actively working wherever his word is (Hebrews 4:12). 
 
I would also like to give you some brief info concerning the service. This particular order of 
service, was chosen for its simplicity but also because of the message it reminds us of, namely, 
that God has given to each believer the power to forgive or not forgive sins. Additionally, it ties 
in nicely with our gospel lesson. Worship in confidence that God hears and recognizes your 
praise even if it is in the setting of your own home for a time. 
 
You can go through the service together as a family, individually, or with someone leading and 
the rest joining in on the bold sections. 
 
Finally, links have been included for the two hymns, a sermon, and the children’s message. 
They will take you to YOUTUBE where there will be words, music and an additional voice 
singing (for the first hymn but not for the second). If it helps your worship please make use of 
it, if you don’t prefer that, or prefer just follow along and meditate on the words that is, 
obviously, also fine.  
 
Today we begin a series of sermons on the theme “FAILED PLANS” with the focus of today 
being on our situation of isolation. We may wonder how much God’s Word has to say about 
this and how it could possibly tie into the Easter joy we all have? I pray that question is 
answered for you and it helps to aid in your praises to God for his eternal and relevant truth. 
May God bless you and your worship as we go to the one who gives us the victory in Christ! 
 
-Pastor Sam Biebert 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MEDITATION ON 
THE MINISTRY OF THE KEYS 

 
Opening Hymn – “Christ Is Risen He Is Risen Indeed” – Keith & Kristen Getty 

Click Here for Song and Lyrics  
 
(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism) 
 

In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: 
God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 
 
If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness,  
We lie and do not live by the truth. 
 
If we claim to be without sin,  
We deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
 
 
Confession of Sin 
Father, I have sinned against you and am no longer worthy to be called your child. Yet in 
mercy you sacrificed your only Son to purge away my guilt. For his sake O God, be merciful 
to me a sinner, and in the joy of your Holy Spirit let me serve you all my days. 
 
Silence for personal examination and confession. 
 
 

Absolution 
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness. Upon this, your confession, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/OX-Xt-vBYPc


When Peter stood before the crowds on Pentecost, we see the purpose for all the resurrection appearances of 
Jesus. He showed himself to them; he ate and drank with them; he let them touch his flesh and bones; he 
showed them his holy wounds. Jesus let them see and touch because they weren’t just looking for themselves. 
No, these eleven would be the  witnesses of the bodily resurrection of Christ for all ages. Through the eyes of 
these eleven men, God gives his Church the gift of proof and the gift of peace. 

First Lesson: Acts 2:14a, 22-32 
14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice, and spoke loudly and clearly to them: 

22 “Men of Israel, hear these words! Jesus the Nazarene was a man recommended to you by 
God with miracles, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves 
know. 23 This man, who was handed over by God’s set plan and foreknowledge, you killed by 
having lawless men nail him to a cross. 24 He is the one God raised up by freeing him from the 
agony of death, because death was not able to hold him in its grip. 

25 “Indeed, David says concerning him: 

I saw the Lord always before me. 
Because he is at my right hand, 
I will not be shaken. 
26 Therefore my heart was glad, 
and my tongue rejoiced. 
My flesh also will rest in hope, 
27 because you will not abandon my life to the grave, 
nor will you let your Holy One see decay. 
28 You have made known to me the paths of life. 
You will fill me with joy in your presence. 

29 “Gentlemen, brothers, I can speak confidently to you about the patriarch David, that he both 
died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Since he was a prophet and knew 
that God had sworn to him with an oath that he would seat one of his descendants on his 
throne, 31 he saw what was coming and spoke about the resurrection of Christ, saying that 
he was neither abandoned to the grave nor did his flesh see decay. 

32 “This Jesus is the one God has raised up. We are all witnesses of that.  

 
What brings more doubt into our lives than grief or sorrow? “Why did this happen to me?” “How could God let 
my loved one die?” “When will this sickness stop?” Grief and sorrow raise doubts about God’s love and God’s 
plan for our lives. Peter points us to the resurrection as proof of the living hope we have regardless of our 
outward circumstances. We may doubt when we face trials, but the trials themselves prove the genuineness of 
our faith. Faith clings to a Savior we have not seen, but love. And this unseen Savior gives us the inexpressible 
joy of proof and peace even in the face of doubt. 

Second Lesson: 1 Peter 1:3-9 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he gave us a new 
birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 into an 
inheritance that is undying, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you. 5 Through faith 



you are being protected by God’s power for the salvation that is ready to be revealed at the 
end of time. 

6 Because of this you rejoice very much, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you 
have been grieved by various kinds of trials 7 so that the proven character of your faith—which 
is more valuable than gold, which passes away even though it is tested by fire—may be found 
to result in praise, glory, and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 

8 Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not see him now, yet by 
believing in him, you are filled with a joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 9 because 
you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

 
 
VERSE OF THE DAY 
Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. Blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet have believed. Alleluia. (John 20:29b) 
 
 
Gospel Reading (Sermon Text): John 20:19-31 
19 On the evening of that first day of the week, the disciples were together behind locked doors 
because of their fear of the Jews. Jesus came, stood among them, and said to them, “Peace be 
with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. So the disciples rejoiced 
when they saw the Lord. 

21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you! Just as the Father has sent me, I am also 
sending you.” 22 After saying this, he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy 
Spirit. 23 Whenever you forgive people’s sins, they are forgiven. Whenever you do not forgive 
them, they are not forgiven.” 

24 But Thomas, one of the Twelve, the one called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus 
came. 25 So the other disciples kept telling him, “We have seen the Lord!” 

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands, and put my finger into the mark 
of the nails, and put my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 

26 After eight days, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Though the 
doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them. “Peace be with you,” he said. 27 Then 
he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and look at my hands. Take your hand and put it into 
my side. Do not continue to doubt, but believe.” 

28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 

29 Jesus said to him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed. Blessed are those who 
have not seen and yet have believed.” 



30 Jesus, in the presence of his disciples, did many other miraculous signs that are not written 
in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

 

Sermon on John 20:19-31 

Theme: FAILED PLANS: LOCKED IN A ROOM 

Click Here for Sermon  

Click Here for Children's Message  

Failed Plans: Locked in a Room                             4-19-2020 

How many failed plans have you had already? Graduations? Vacations? Birthdays? Sporting events? Family 
gatherings? Weddings? Funerals? There are so many people’s plans that have been affected by what is 
currently happening. There are so many plans that have been put on hold or are at the very least up in the air. 
The absolute best we can currently do is to plan tentatively, fully knowing that our plans may not be possible. 
We can all, very easily be left to wonder what exactly we do when our plans fall through, when our plans fail. 

Over the next seven weeks we will be looking at this topic as it relates to various aspects of our life. This first 
week we will be asking ourselves, what do we do when our plans fail and we find ourselves locked in a room?  

As we look at this topic today, we turn to our gospel lesson from John 20. There we find the disciples in a 
similar situation to our own. They too had questions, they too had concerns and doubts and they were 
definitely looking for peace. As we look at these verses, it is my prayer that we will see some of the ways their 
situation was different, yes. But at the same time, we will see how much of their situation was very similar to 
our own and how the solution was the exact same for them as it is for you and me. 

To start off our conversation this morning, let’s remind ourselves of the words of our lesson once more:  
“ 19 On the evening of that first day of the week, the disciples were together behind locked doors 
because of their fear of the Jews. Jesus came, stood among them, and said to them, “Peace be with 
you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. So the disciples rejoiced when they saw 
the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you! Just as the Father has sent me, I am also 
sending you.” 22 After saying this, he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 Whenever 
you forgive people’s sins, they are forgiven. Whenever you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 
24 But Thomas, one of the Twelve, the one called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the 
other disciples kept telling him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail 
marks in his hands, and put my finger into the mark of the nails, and put my hand into his side, I will 
never believe.” 
26 After eight days, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were 
locked, Jesus came and stood among them. “Peace be with you,” he said. 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put 
your finger here and look at my hands. Take your hand and put it into my side. Do not continue to doubt, 
but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Because you have 
seen me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 
30 Jesus, in the presence of his disciples, did many other miraculous signs that are not written in this 
book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by 
believing you may have life in his name.” 

Peace of mind – gone. Peace of spirit – nonexistent. The disciples had doubts about their Lord, their lives, and 
their salvation. What was the last three years of their life all for? Would they also be arrested and put to 

https://youtu.be/QljyyvbKbIE
https://youtu.be/VHi4EhLsQf4


death? Additionally, they deserted Jesus. They were not there for him in his hour of need, on top of everything 
else, shame and guilt coated their hearts and hung on their shoulders.  

But then, in Jesus came! In the face of all their doubts and all of their gloom, Jesus comes to give proof that he 
was alive and their sin and all guilt associated with it, was dead! Peace was theirs…or at least it was most of 
theirs. Thomas, not so much. No matter how many times others told him about the resurrection, he fought 
their words off. The Word for him was not good enough. He didn’t have the proof he needed. He didn’t have 
the proof he wanted. He set himself against everyone. The door to his heart remained locked. The Greek here 
is actually very harsh, Thomas wanted to not just put his hand into the side of Jesus, he said he needed to 
thrust it in. Thomas was in a dark place and he didn’t think there was any getting out of it. 

And look at the grace Jesus gives to Thomas! He lets him sit in this darkness for 8 more days but then Jesus 
appears, and does so specifically for him. Thomas, go ahead! Thrust in your fingers and jab me with your hand! 
Do not continue to doubt but believe.”  

And the result for Thomas? Peace. “My Lord and my God!” Thomas exclaims. 

Where are you at with your Jesus? Have you had your moments like the rest of the disciples? Stuck in a funk 
for a while, focused on what you can or cannot see until God came to you in his word to open your eyes or are 
you, and be honest with yourself, more like Thomas? You just need that proof that God loves you, that Jesus is 
for you, and well, right now you just aren’t seeing it. You are feeling overwhelmed with your current situation. 
You don’t feel like an adequate teacher for your kids, you have been too short tempered and harsh with them 
lately. You feel alone and isolated because, well you are. You don’t have family to surround you, friends are 
stuck in their homes, and it feels like no one cares. Maybe all this extra time has been working on your mind. 
You have had a lot of extra time to think and there are some sins you find yourself slipping back into or you 
just can’t shake the nightmare of your past and past actions out of your thoughts. Every where you look seems 
to offer no real comfort and how could some person who lived and died 2000 plus years ago do anything real 
or meaningful for you? It doesn’t feel like Jesus is here for you right now when you need him most. It doesn’t 
seem as though his resurrection is benefitting you in any way right now when you need something you can see 
and feel and touch.  

It is certainly a different situation we find ourselves in, but the same feelings of guilt, shame, and doubt can be 
ours as well. It is a completely human feeling to find frustration as we watch our world change and we sit 
within the walls of our locked doors feeling helpless, alone, afraid, and maybe even mad. It isn’t hard to have 
Thomas’ demand be our own. “Just once Jesus. Just once I want to press my finger into your hands. I want to 
see your side; I want to hear you tell me all that is mine. Give me a reason not to doubt. Give me a reason to 
have and feel the freedom of peace!” 

What is Jesus response? Simply put, he shows us Thomas. He shows us someone who also doubted, and he 
shows us how tenderly he dealt with him. How do I know the example of Thomas’s doubt is intended for you 
and intended for me? Because there is a lot of other stuff he could have told us in his word, but he picked 
what he did, individually for us. Our lesson told us that. “Jesus, in the presence of his disciples, did many 
other miraculous signs that are not written in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.” 

What is it that Jesus wants for you? Simply put, he wants you to have exactly what Thomas was given. But he 
doesn’t want you to have it for only a moment, he doesn’t want you to have it for only a short amount of time, 
he wants you to have it in the life that God knows real life to be, eternally and without any bad, only good all 
the time, he wants you to be with him in heaven. He wants peace for you. So he tells you plainly, everything 
he has placed in his word, he did with purpose. There are a lot of other things he could have placed but he 
picked what he did for you, for you to believe, for you to have the life he won for you. Our plans may fail, but 
there is no door life can deadbolt on you that will keep you from the peace Jesus has earned for you. It is 



found in the simple truth of his word. He will actively work through his word in your heart and you will be 
blessed for it. The one who conquered death will not fail you. Peace be with you. Amen. 

And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. 

 

Offering: 

(Though we are not meeting together at this time please do not forget the opportunity to give 

back what is rightfully God’s with respect to what he has given us. Offerings can be mailed or 

dropped off at church. You can also make use of online giving through the giveplus app or by 

going to the church’s website (www.christcambridge.com) and selecting the “Donate” tab 

under “About” in the site menu.) 

 

Prayer: 
Heavenly Father, we stand before you in awe as we again contemplate the Easter message. 

You took the evil plans and purposes of wicked people and used them to accomplish your 

will. You made your Son the sacrifice for our sin and then raised him from death to life so 

that we might know that our guilt has been removed and eternal life is ours. You have 

caused that message to be proclaimed to us that we might know and believe it. Your 

wisdom and your love for us are beyond our comprehension. Like the psalmist, our hearts 

are glad, and our tongues rejoice. Continue to make known to us the path of life. Fill us 

with joy in your presence, with eternal pleasures at your right hand. 

Lord Jesus Christ, all glory is yours. But it was not always that way. You endured the cross to 

ransom us from judgment. You suffered the persecution of wicked men so that we might 

be delivered. You have promised us eternal glory in heaven and your blessing while we are 

here on earth. But you have also told us that the cross will come to us in our lives and that 

we will at times be tested with the fires of affliction. Give us patience and steadfastness to 

endure those times. Do not let us be surprised by them or think that something strange is 

happening to us when they fall on us. Rather keep our eyes focused on the eternal treasure 

that is ours and enable us to live our lives in your steadfast love. 

In these unsettled times, O Savior, there are many who have no peace. They fear the virus 

that has spread around the world. Their world has been turned upside-down by any 

number of things: loss of job or income; isolation from family and friends; fear of sickness 

or the sickness itself; not knowing when life will return to “normal.” We know that true 

peace will be found only in you. We therefore pray that those who do not know you may 

hear of you, believe on you, and be comforted. Be with those who do know you and enable 

them to keep their focus on you that they, like Peter, might be able to “walk on water”  no 

matter how the storms of life might rage. 

 

http://www.christcambridge.com/


Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Lord Jesus, you live forever to intercede for us before your Father’s throne.  Trusting your 

promise that the Father will hear and answer whatever we ask in your name we also pray 

as you have taught us:   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing and Final Hymn with Lyrics  

https://youtu.be/usZ8zFzetZ0

