Sunday,
March 15,
2020

“SHARING, SHOWING, and KNOWING CHRIST”
WELCOME TO CHRIST
We are so glad that you joined us to worship our Lord Jesus today, and welcome to
our church! Christ is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod
(WELS). We have been gathering around Word and sacrament since 1976. Our pastor would be happy to answer your questions about our service, our beliefs, or
communicant membership in our congregation. Please join us again soon!

INFORMATION
Our restrooms are located by going to the right out of the sanctuary doors and
proceeding down the hallway. They are at the end of the hallway on the right.
There is also a family restroom with a changing station out the sanctuary doors to
the left and around the corner.
We love hearing little ones in God’s house but if you feel like your child needs a moment there are speakers to hear the service as well as books and toys in the entryway
Our guest register is located in the entryway. Please leave us a record of your visit
and we will be glad to supply you with more information about our church.

www.christcambridge.com

Sunday Service 9:00

Pastor Sam Biebert

Preschool Director Cliss Loescher

Church: 763.689.5333

School: 763.689.2230

Cell: 701.471.0341

Cell: 612.810.1964

sbiebert@gmail.com

bldgblksforlife@gmail.com
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DIVINE SERVICE I
This liturgy, found on page 15 in the blue supplement, is a version of the historic
liturgy of the Christian church.

PASTOR’S WELCOME
OPENING HYMN

C

B M L
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Please Stand.

GATHERING
L In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.
C (spoken) Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS
L Fellow loved ones of Christ: let us draw near with a true heart and
confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
C Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and
that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I
have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly
sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray:
Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

LORD, HAVE MERCY

Our Triune God
gathers with us
to bless us
through his
Word and
Sacrament.
When we gather
in worship, we
begin by acknowledging
that we are sinners who need
God’s
forgiveness.

Kyrie Eleison
This heartfelt cry of
a believer to his Savior, is not a cry for
forgiveness, but for
mercy that our Lord
hear and help us in
our need. Christians
have been praying
the Kyrie for 1700
years. May our cry
for mercy never
change.
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ABSOLUTION
L God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his
only son to be the atoning sacriﬁce for our sins. Therefore, as a
called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy
Spirit.
C (spoken) Amen.

God answers the
pleas of repentant believers
with the forgiveness that
only comes
through Jesus
Christ.

L In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

GLORY BE TO GOD

Gloria in Excelsis
The “Gloria” has
been used in
worship since
the 4th century.
Jesus said that
the angels in
heaven rejoice
over one sinner
who repents.
The church sings
out as the angels sang on
Christmas night:
“Glory to God in
the highest!”
Luke 2:13-14
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
L The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
L Let us pray.
C Almighty God, look with favor on your humble servants and stretch out the
right hand of your power to defend us against all our enemies; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Please be seated.
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THE WORD
FIRST READING

Isaiah 42:14-21

14

I have been silent for a long time. I have kept still. I have restrained myself. But now, like a woman giving birth, I will scream. I will gasp and
pant. 15 I will dry up mountains and hills. I will make all their grass wither. I will turn
rivers into islands. I will dry up pools. 16 I will lead the blind on a way they do not
know. Along paths they do not know I will direct them. Ahead of them I will turn
darkness into light and rough places into level ground. These are the things I will
accomplish for them. I will not abandon them. 17 They will be turned back and completely disgraced—those who trust in an idol, those who say to molten images,
“You are our gods.” 18 You deaf ones, listen! You blind ones, watch carefully so that
you can see! 19 Who is as blind as my servant? Who is as deaf as my messenger
whom I sent? Who is as blind as my associate, as blind as the servant of the L
?
20
You, Israel, see many things, but you do not observe. Israel opens his ears, but he
does not hear. 21 Because of his own righteousness, the L
was pleased to make
his law great and glorious.

PSALM OF THE DAY

Psalm 143 | pg. 118

May we never be blind to see our LORD and his lo ve.

SECOND READING

Ephesians 5:8-14
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For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of
light, 9 for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness, and truth.
10
Try to learn what is pleasing to the Lord, 11 and do not participate in fruitless deeds
of darkness. Instead, expose them. 12 For it is shameful even to mention the things
that are done by people in secret. 13 But everything exposed by the light becomes
visible, for it is light that makes things visible. 14 Therefore it is said, “Awake, sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”
VERSE OF THE DAY
John 3:14,15
Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,
that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.
Please stand.
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L The Gospel according to John 9

GOSPEL

2

John 9:1-7, 13-17, 34-39

As Jesus was passing by, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that God’s works might
be revealed in connection with him. 4must do the works of him who sent me while it
is day. Night is coming when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the
Light of the World.” 6 After saying this, Jesus spit on the ground, made some mud
with the saliva, and spread the mud on the man’s eyes. 7 “Go,” Jesus told him, “wash
in the pool of Siloam” (which means “Sent”). So he went and washed, and came
back seeing.
13

They brought this man who had been blind to the Pharisees. 14 Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15 So the Pharisees also
asked him how he received his sight. “He put mud on my eyes,” the man told them.
“I washed, and now I see.” 16 Then some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from
God because he does not keep the Sabbath.” Others were saying, “How can a sinful
man work such miraculous signs?” There was division among them, 17 so they said to
the blind man again, “What do you say about him, because he opened your eyes?”
34

They answered him, “You were entirely born in sinfulness! Yet you presume to
teach us?” And they threw him out. 35 Jesus heard that they had thrown him out.
When he found him, he asked, “Do you believe in the Son of God?” 36 “Who is he,
sir,” the man replied, “that I may believe in him?” 37 Jesus answered, “You have seen
him, and he is the very one who is speaking with you.” 38 Then he said, “Lord, I believe!” and he knelt down and worshipped him. 39 Jesus said, “For judgment I came
into this world, in order that those who do not see will see, and those who do see
will become blind.”
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L The Gospel of our Lord.

NICENE CREED

A creed is a

C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
statement of
faith. Creed
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
comes from the
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
Latin “credo,”
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
which means “I
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one bebelieve.” The
ing with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us
faith God gave
and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarus willingly,
publicly, and
nate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully
regularly
human. For our sake he was cruciﬁed under Pontius Pilate. He
confesses the
suﬀered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again
triune God as
in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven
Lord and Savior.
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no
end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
gloriﬁed, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the
world to come. Amen.
Please be seated.

Hymn of the Day

C
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SERMON

John 9:1-7, 13-17, 34-39
Theme: “Temptation—Blindness”

CREATE IN ME

Psalm 51

Looking back to
what was read
and preached in
the Word and
looking forward
to blessings of
Jesus’ body and
blood, this sung
prayer puts our
focus where it
needs to be: on
the renewing
grace of God.
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THANK OFFERING

1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 9:6-8

The members of Christ Lutheran join together to do the Lord’s work in Cambridge and throughout
the world in our church body, the WELS. Guests need not feel obligated to participate in this oﬀering
which supports our ministry.
Another option for giving is through the “Give Plus Church”
app. Safely and securely make a donation from a debit/credit
card or checking/savings account.
(Please stand as the oﬀering is brought forward)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
L Lord God, heavenly Father, we praise and thank you for the many blessings
you have provided us: the beginning of a new day and a new week; the bounty
of the world in which we live; the beauty that we see around us; the beneﬁts
that come from family and friends; the revelation you have given of yourself
that we might know you as our loving God.
C Keep us close to you so that we may grow in knowledge and faith, in wisdom
and understanding, in insight and outlook.
L O Lord, all too often we fail to see that which you have put plainly before us.
Your Word has told exactly what we should expect in life – that there will be
times of trial and temptation, as well as times of respite and relief – but we
keep looking for something diﬀerent. You give witness to yourself and to
your work, but our sinful nature still blinds us so that all too often we don’t
see it or you.
C Help us to recognize our spiritual blindness. Cause us to seek and ﬁnd the
cure for it in you. More than that, let us be ones who bring your light to the
eyes of others.
L Lord Jesus, you know the kinds of busy lives that we lead, lives that are sometimes so pre-occupied with our own agendas that we don’t notice the needs
of others around us or situations that should be brought to you in prayer.
C Fill us with your spirit so that our love for you overﬂows into love also for
our neighbors and our brothers and sisters in the faith, whether they be
close at hand or far away.
L We, O Lord, are blessed to have sight. Many are not so fortunate. Be with our
synod’s Mission for the Visually Handicapped. Bless the volunteers who serve

11

in this ministry so that many may continue to see your light through your Word.
C Open the hearts of your people to support this unsung ministry with their
oﬀerings so that it might continue to bring its blessings to those it serves.
L Almighty God, you divide the day from the night. Drive far from us all wrong
desires, incline our hearts to keep your law, and guide our feet in the way of
peace.
C Having done your will with cheerfulness while it is day, grant that when evening comes, we may rejoice in giving you thanks.
L Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
L Heavenly Father, we bring you not only our thanks and praise, our prayers and
petitions. We give ourselves to you as our spiritual act of worship. May the
prayer your Son taught us be fulﬁlled in our lives:

LORD’S PRAYER

Luke 11:1-4; Matthew 6:9-13
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT
L The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
L Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them up to the Lord.
L Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C It is good and right so to do.
L It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who brought the gift of salvation to all people by this death on the
tree of the cross, so that the devil, who overcame us by a tree would in turn by
a tree be overcome. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven,
we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

Sanctus

Recorded for us in
Isaiah 6:4, angels
sing, “Holy, holy,
holy is the Lord
Almighty,” in the
presence of the
Triune God. The
Church sings the
same song in
preparation for
His Supper,
faithfully
confessing the
Lord’s true
presence in the
Sacrament.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

1Corinthians 11:23-25
L Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples,
saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this
in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying,
“Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which
is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever
you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C (spoken) AMEN
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LAMB OF GOD

Agnus Dei

John the
Baptist saw
Jesus and
said, “Look
the Lamb of
God who
takes away
the sin of
the world.”
John 1:29

Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT
God tells us in the Bible that his Supper is for sinners who are accurately instructed in his word, who
examine themselves by living in repentance, and who recognize the miraculous real presence of Jesus’
body and blood. It is our joy and honor to use God’s Hoy Word. Therefore, we invite only current members of Christ, (and those from sister WELS and ELS congregations) come forward to receive the Sacrament at the direction of the ushers. If you have questions, please speak with Pastor before taking part
in the sacrament. He welcomes the chance to study what God says with you. Thank you so much for
honoring God’s Word in this manner.
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 One option for preparation is available in the red hymnal on page 156.

During the distribution the congregation is invited to sing the following hymn:

COMMUNION HYMN(S)

#397, 315

When the distribution is completed, Pastor invites the congregation to stand and sing:

Song of Simeon

Nunc Dimittis
The Nunc Dimittis
(“Now dismiss”)
is also known as
the “Song of Simeon.” Through
God’s Word and
Sacrament, we
have seen Jesus
Christ, and like
Simeon, we ﬁnd
divine peace and
comfort through
faith in the Savior.

L O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
C And his mercy endures forever.
L O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your
Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us
pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us
but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve
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you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C (spoken) AMEN.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

THE LORD’S BLESSING

Numbers 6:24-26

L The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.
C (spoken) AMEN.

CLOSING HYMN:

A
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Theme: Temptation – Blindness

3-15-2020

How many of you have thought about how awesome it is that God is in control this past week? I am guessing
that has been at least a little bit on the back burner for some of us. It has been, maybe, a little bit easier to be
distracted by the hysteria, the fear, the closings and shutdowns. It has been easier as we watch the stocks
crash to focus on this world and what we are actually going to do when our toilet paper runs out than to think
that God is still on his throne and he is not just watching and aware of everything that is going on but he is
truly reigning. There is not one thing that is happening of which he is not control.
Yet fear produces blindness to that, the newness of something to our normal and the lack of control we feel,
the uncertainty that we have based on the world spinning as we want it too creates blindness to that. We shut
down schools, churches, and sporting events and yet the parking lots are packed at the grocery stores. We put
the focus on ourselves and our own needs and wants because God seems distant, God seems to not care, God
seems unable to help, God’s solutions seem to simple and ineffective. In short, the temptation of blindness is
running rampant as we speak.
But we are where we need to be to address this temptation and we have the necessary tool we need to fight it
as well. So we turn to that tool, the Word of God, highlighting especially some of the first and the last verses of
our lesson.
3 Jesus

answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that God’s works might be revealed in
connection with him. 4 I must do the works of him who sent me while it is day. Night is coming when no one
can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the Light of the World.”
34

They answered him, “You were entirely born in sinfulness! Yet you presume to teach us?” And they threw
him out. 35 Jesus heard that they had thrown him out. When he found him, he asked, “Do you believe in the
Son of God?” 36 “Who is he, sir,” the man replied, “that I may believe in him?” 37 Jesus answered, “You have
seen him, and he is the very one who is speaking with you.” 38 Then he said, “Lord, I believe!” and he knelt
down and worshipped him. 39 Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, in order that those who do
not see will see, and those who do see will become blind.”
The lesson we have before us is an example of the fact that bad things happen. They do and this lesson is also
an example to the fact that Jesus is sensitive to that. He healed the blind man so that he could see! But a quick
question as we contemplate this lesson is what do you think meant more to the man born blind? His physical
sight being restored or his spiritual sight?
The awesome thing about that question is we don’t have to speculate. We know! He didn’t worship Jesus
because his sight was restored, he worshipped Jesus because he was told just who Jesus was, the Son of God.
He worshiped Jesus because he recognized Jesus to be the one who came to cure his greatest illness, to give
relief to his greatest problem, to give peace to that which no quarantine could cure or prevent, his eternal life
and seeing his creator, his Savior face to face.
And that is the reason Jesus gives this man born blind for why he was born blind, it was so that the works of
God might be revealed in connection with him! This bad thing happened so that not only he would be brought
face to face with the son of God but so that God work might be revealed in and through him, and let’s be
clear, that work of God was much more than healing him of his blindness. It was giving him spiritual sight to
see his God correctly.
So where are you at? How do you see this all? Are you afraid? Are you in disbelief of it all? Are you just turning
it all into jokes and reasons to poke fun at the rest of the world working itself into a frenzy? If you are any of
those things, please hear God’s word and allow our thoughts to be held captive to it. See the temptation for
blindness and repent. There are people who are truly fearful, and they need a listening ear and hope. There
are people whose focus has been falsely directed and need their eyes open to who is in control. There are

people who are not being compassionate by not looking for opportunities to help others amid their own Godgiven confidence. We all have fault; we all have blindness.
But more than that, we all need our vision restored. We have all been born blind in sin. We all have the
problem of the fact that makes us worthy of hell. There is no amount of stocking up or self-quarantining that
can keep you from needing to face God one day. But the awesome fact is that God loved you so much that he
died for those sins, he died for you so that you could be near to him. He died for you so that you might see
him for who he is, a God of faithful love.
That is the God who is in control. That is the God who is reigning on his throne. That is the God who is allowing
this virus to spread and why?
God has not revealed anything to me. He has not told me his exact reason, but could it be that the answer he
gives us here with this man born blind is similar? I certainly believe so. It is not a stretch to say that at all, to
say that God is allowing this virus to become so overwhelming so that the work of God might be revealed
through his people.
And just think about it. How many people are talking about the corona virus? How many people are searching
for hope? How many times does it come up in your conversations with others? Could it be that God will use
this very thing that the world sees as something that brings dread and uncertainty to bring about something
wonderful and good? Could it be that this plague that is causing so many to focus on so much bad can actually
bring about some understanding, some vision to who their God is, how great he is and what he has done for
them? Without question!
The man in our lesson went through all kinds of turmoil from the moment he was born because he was blind.
There was condemnation from others who thought he had done something to deserve this, there was
uncertainty over God’s love because of that and a desire to have something that so many take for granted.
Then, he was granted vision and his problems were not solved, he was ridiculed, Jesus was ridiculed, he was
mocked and Jesus was mocked. His certainty in his helper was shaken to its very core. People didn’t want to
listen to him, they wanted to remain in their fear and in what they thought was right but notice what gave this
man ultimate peace! It was simply going back to Jesus.
I don’t know how far this virus will go, what it will bring, how much worse things will get. I don’t know if we
will be mocked for gathering to worship today when so many others are not. I don’t know if people will view
confidence in the face of this virus as foolish or as simply false. But I do know for certainty, that I know who to
go to when I am weak. I know with certainty who will help when I am in need. It is the one who has the power
to heal the blind and the one who is able to give sight to my soul, the one who suffered for me, the one who
took up all my infirmities, the one who promises to hide me in the shadow of his wings and the one who
assures me that he is the light of the world. This is the one I must go to when the temptation for blindness
comes my way for Jesus is the one who has defeated it. Amen.
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