Sunday,
March 8,
2020

“SHARING, SHOWING, and KNOWING CHRIST”
WELCOME TO CHRIST
We are so glad that you joined us to worship our Lord Jesus today, and welcome to
our church! Christ is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod
(WELS). We have been gathering around Word and sacrament since 1976. Our pastor would be happy to answer your questions about our service, our beliefs, or
communicant membership in our congregation. Please join us again soon!

INFORMATION
Our
are located by going to the right out of the sanctuary doors and
proceeding down the hallway. They are at the end of the hallway on the right.
There is also a
with a changing station out the sanctuary doors
to the left and around the corner.
We love hearing little ones in God’s house but if you feel like your child needs a moment there are speakers to hear the service as well as books and toys in the entryway
Our
is located in the entryway. Please leave us a record of your visit
and we will be glad to supply you with more information about our church.

www.christcambridge.com

Sunday Service 9:00

Pastor Sam Biebert

Preschool Director Cliss Loescher

Church: 763.689.5333
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COMMON SERVICE
This liturgy, found on page 15 in the red hymnal, is a version of the
historic liturgy of the Christian church.

PASTOR’S WELCOME
OPENING HYMN
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Please Stand.

GATHERING
L

In the name of the Father, and of the Son  and of the Holy
Spirit.

C

(sings) Amen.

These opening
words remind us
of our baptism
and tell us who is
here with us.

CONFESSION OF SINS
L

Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

C

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful
and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.
For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.
But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Je- This expression,
“Lord, have mersus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

LORD, HAVE MERCY

Kyrie Eleison
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cy,” is one of the
oldest responses
of the worshiping Church.
We need repentance and forgiveness on an
ongoing basis. In
his unending
mercy, God provides.

ABSOLUTION

C

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son
to be the atoning sacriﬁce for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ
and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.
(sings) Amen.

L

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

L

GLORY BE TO GOD

Gloria in Excelsis

Versions of this
song have been
used in worship
since the 4th century. In response
to God’s grace
expressed
through the absolution, the
church sings out
as the angels
sang on Christmas night: “Glory
be to God on
high!”
Luke 2:13-14
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
L
C
L
C

The Lord be with you.
(sings) And also with you.
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend
ourselves. Guard and keep us both outwardly and inwardly
from all adversities that may happen to the body and from
all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C (sings) Amen
Please be seated.

The Prayer of the
Day asks the Lord
for spiritual blessings, based on the
assigned Scripture
readings. . The
Prayer of the Day is
often ancient, dating back to the 5th
century. It’s not
surprising that the
Church keeps using
these prayers. The
greatest needs of
mankind never
change.

THE WORD
FIRST READING

Genesis 12:1-8

Now the L
said to Abram, “Get out of your country and away
from your relatives and from your father’s house and go to the
land that I will show you. 2 I will make you a great nation. I will bless
you and make your name great. You will be a blessing. 3 I will bless
those who bless you, and I will curse anyone who dishonors you. All of the families
of the earth will be blessed in you.” 4 So Abram went, as the L
had told him. Lot
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went with him. Abram was seventy-ﬁve years old when he departed from
Haran. 5 Abram took Sarai his wife, Lot his brother’s son, and all the possessions
they had accumulated and the people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set
out to travel to the land of Canaan. Eventually they arrived in the land of Canaan.
6
Abram passed through the land until he came to the Oak of Moreh at the place
called Shechem. The Canaanites were in the land at that time. 7 The L
appeared
to Abram and said, “I will give this land to your descendants.” Abram built an altar
there to the L
, who had appeared to him. 8 He moved on from there to the hill
country east of Bethel and pitched his tent there, with Bethel on the west and Ai on
the east. There he built an altar to the L
and proclaimed the name of the L
.

PSALM OF THE DAY

Psalm 121 | pg. 112

By myself, I am nothing, all I am and have is due to God’s mercy.

SECOND READING

Romans 4:1-5, 13-17

What then will we say that Abraham, our forefather, discovered according to the
ﬂesh? 2 If indeed Abraham had been justiﬁed by works, he would have had a reason
to boast—but not before God. 3 For what does Scripture say? “Abraham believed
God and it was credited to him as righteousness.” 4 Now to a person who works, his
pay is not counted as a gift but as something owed. 5 But to the person who does
not work but believes in the God who justiﬁes the ungodly, his faith is credited to
him as righteousness.
13
Indeed, the promise that he would be the heir of the world was not given to Abraham or his descendants through the law, but through the righteousness that is by
faith. 14 To be sure, if people are heirs by the law, faith is empty and the promise is
nulliﬁed. 15 For law brings wrath. (Where there is no law, there is no transgression.)
6
For this reason, the promise is by faith, so that it may be according to grace and
may be guaranteed to all of Abraham’s descendants—not only to the one who is a
descendant by law, but also to the one who has the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all. 17 As it is written: “I have made you a father of many nations.”

6

VERSE OF THE DAY

Philippians 2:8b

Jesus humbled himself and became obedient to death, even death on a cross.
Please stand.
L Our Savior meets us in the Gospel according to John 4.

GOSPEL

We stand in
honor of the
Gospel because it
presents the
words and works
of Jesus, the
Word Incarnate.

John 4:5-26
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So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the piece of land Jacob gave
to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there. Then Jesus, being tired from the journey,
sat down by the well. It was about the sixth hour. 7 A woman from Samaria came to
draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8 (His disciples had gone into town
to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for
a drink from me, a Samaritan woman?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.)
10
Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that is saying to
you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” 11 “Sir,” she said, “you don’t even have a bucket, and the well is deep. So
where do you get this living water? 12 You are not greater than our father Jacob, are
you? He gave us this well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and his animals.”
13
Jesus answered her, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14 but
whoever drinks the water I will give him will never be thirsty ever again. Rather, the
water I will give him will become in him a spring of water, bubbling up to eternal
life.” 15 “Sir, give me this water,” the woman said to him, “so I won’t get thirsty and
have to keep coming here to draw water.” 16 Jesus told her, “Go, call your husband,
and come back here.” 17 “I have no husband,” the woman answered. Jesus said to
her, “You are right when you say, ‘I have no husband.’ 18 In fact, you have had ﬁve
husbands, and the man you have now is not your husband. What you have said is
true.” 19 “Sir,” the woman replied, “I see that you are a prophet. 20 Our fathers worshipped on this mountain, but you Jews insist that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.” 21 Jesus said to her, “Believe me, woman, a time is coming
when you will not worship the Father on this mountain or in Jerusalem. 22 You Sa-
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maritans worship what you do not know. We worship what we do know, because
salvation is from the Jews. 23 But a time is coming and now is here when the real
worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and in truth, for those are the kind of
worshippers the Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must
worship in spirit and in truth.” 25 The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is
coming” (the one called Christ). “When he comes, he will explain everything to
us.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I, the one speaking to you, am he.”
L The Gospel of our Lord.

APOSTLE’S CREED
C

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suﬀered under Pontius Pilate, was cruciﬁed, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God
the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

A creed is a
statement of
faith. Creed
comes from the
Latin “credo,”
which means “I
believe.” The
faith God gave
us publicly and
regularly confesses the triune God as Lord
and Savior.

Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY
SERMON
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Theme: Temptation—Appearances
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John 4:5-26

CREATE IN ME

Psalm 51
Looking back to
what was read
and preached in
the Word and
looking forward
to blessings of
Jesus’ body and
blood, this sung
prayer puts our
focus where it
needs to be: on
the renewing
grace of God.

Please be seated.

THANK OFFERING

1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 9:6-8

The members of Christ Lutheran join together to do the Lord’s work in Cambridge and throughout
the world in our church body, the WELS. Guests need not feel obligated to participate in this oﬀering
which supports our ministry.
Another option for giving is through the “Give Plus Church”
app. Safely and securely make a donation from a debit/credit
card or checking/savings account.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

L Lord Jesus, we rejoice that you have come to us as you came to the woman at
Jacob’s well. You have chosen to dwell with us, not because we are sinless,
but because you are loving and forgiving. Continue to bless us with your presence and your Word that we might grow in knowledge, in understanding, and
in faith.

9

C Equip us to share you and your Word with others as that woman did once she
knew you.
L Heavenly Father, we marvel at the faith of Abraham who, on the basis of your
promise, left home and kindred to take hold of what you held out before him.
But the praise does not belong to him. It belongs to you, for it is you who work
in us both to will and to act according to your good purpose.
C Give us the ability to live in faith as Abraham did – taking you at your word,
putting our faith into action, proclaiming your name through public worship
and private witness.
L

C
L

C

We are so very thankful, Lord, that you don’t remember the sins of our youth
or our rebellious ways, aspects of our lives that we want to put behind us and
hope that others don’t learn about. You forgive them and swallow them up in
your love so that we live with a peace that only you can supply.
Give us the love that enables us to do for others as you have done for us. Help
us to have the same kind of selective memory that you do.
Lord of the nations, we don’t always here about the tragedies ordinary people
are facing because they are caught in wars where the aggressors have no concern for human life, places like Syria and various countries in Africa. Do not forget those of whom the world takes no notice. Give them relief from their dire
circumstances. Most importantly, let them know you.
May we always appreciate the blessings of peace and prosperity you have given us. Let us never take them for granted or think that we have deserved
them. They are ours only because of your love and mercy. That is true especially now as we see more and more people in this land who refuse to
acknowledge you and boldly reject your righteousness. Restrain the evil that
is so pervasive in this world and turn the hearts of the ungodly to believe in
you.

L Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
L

Heavenly Father, we know that we often don’t pray as we should, yet you still
hear our prayers and answer them. Because of your faithfulness we bring you
these petitions as well as the ones your Son has taught us to pray:
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LORD’S PRAYER

Luke 11:1-4; Matthew 6:9-13
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

HYMN
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PRAYER

L Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we
so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and
comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting
life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C (sings) Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

THE LORD’S BLESSING

Numbers 6:24-26

L The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.

CLOSING HYMN:
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Theme: Temptations – Appearances

3-8-2020

Just previous to where our lesson picks up in chapter 4 we see this about Jesus in verses three and four: “So
he left Judea and went back again to Galilee. He had to go through Samaria.”
Looking at a map, that would make a lot of sense. But to the Jewish mind, it makes none. The normal route for
a Jew would have been to cross the Jordan into Perea and then to cross again further north, making sure to
never step foot in Samaria. There was a lot of hatred for the Samaritans from the Jews for intermarriage and
past offenses among other things. We see that very clearly in verse nine of our lesson which tells us: “9 The
Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a Samaritan woman?”
(For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.)” Because of this, the longer route was a very common route. But
we see Jesus had to go through Samaria and in our lesson we see why.
But Jesus is not just defying popular convention, he is also defying religious convention. You see, this woman
was not just a Samaritan, but she was also a habitual adulterer. Our lesson shows this clearly to us with Jesus
response to the woman in verse 17: “17 “I have no husband,” the woman answered. Jesus said to her, “You
are right when you say, ‘I have no husband.’ 18 In fact, you have had five husbands, and the man you have
now is not your husband. What you have said is true.” Out of all the people the holy, spotless lamb of God
could associate with he picks this woman. Her life has been defined by her sin. This woman would have been
labled as a sinner by the town, this person would not have been the type of person that pops into our minds
when we think of someone who possesses good character, makes good decisions, or just an example citizen.
Yet here is Jesus and he is definitely wanting her to know about who he is and what he has to offer her. We
see this in Jesus’ own words “13 Jesus answered her, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty
again, 14 but whoever drinks the water I will give him will never be thirsty ever again. Rather, the water I will
give him will become in him a spring of water, bubbling up to eternal life.” Then later he makes these
comments “21 Jesus said to her, “Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will not worship the Father
on this mountain or in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans worship what you do not know. We worship what we
do know, because salvation is from the Jews. 23 But a time is coming and now is here when the real
worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and in truth, for those are the kind of worshippers the Father
seeks. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and in truth.” 25 The woman said to
him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (the one called Christ). “When he comes, he will explain everything to
us.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I, the one speaking to you, am he.”
Do you feel it? There is temptation here isn’t there? But maybe it doesn’t feel so real hearing a about a
Samaritan who had some marriage problems, we could probably glaze over that pretty easily simply because
we are a little more removed from it all. But what about a Muslim? What about a Mormon or a Jehovah’s
witness? They all think they have the truth just like this woman did. She was willing to talk to a stranger about
it, for that matter she was willing to boast about it! Then let’s take it a step further, make it hit even harder,
closer to home, what if this individual also struggled with homosexuality? Now there is a combination that
Jesus would never associate with, right? There is a person who would most certainly not deserve the word of
God, our time to share it or our breath to speak it.
It is Satan’s greatest trick to the believer, isn’t it? Here is someone who knows! Here is someone who has
tasted just how satisfying the living water is. Here is someone who feels the peace that it gives to their life,
someone who knows that Jesus was promised for them and came for them. How can I possibly silence them
from telling every single person they meet? That just is not possible, right? I mean if this person knows the
certainty of the fact that they were heading to hell, the place so bad that it was created for me, and if they
know that God came to earth so he would suffer that in their place and in turn, give them eternal joy and bliss
where hatred is not and joy alone reigns, there is just no way that I will be able to stop them from telling
everyone…or is there?

YES! I have it! The devil exclaims. I will make them not want to share it because I will make them think they are
actually better off saying nothing! Why would you want that person in heaven, the devil asks us? Wouldn’t
that take some of your joy away? Why would you want to talk to that person about Jesus, the devil mocks?
They aren’t going to listen anyway. He presents this temptation to you and me so smoothly, all dressed up and
looking pretty so that we think, yeah, you know what, you are probably right. He deals this temptation with so
much expertise and skill in his craft that we believe that telling has more to do with me, how I look and how I
feel than it does for the person being told. In fact, he has become so good in this temptation of appearances
and has such an ally in you and me that he is even able to take it a step farther.
He begins to work the idea in our heads that we are somehow better, more appealing to Jesus and more
worthy of his gracious gift than other people. He begins to make us believe that somehow that person that I
didn’t want to tell is so much worse that God wouldn’t even be able to create faith in them anyways. This
temptation, so innocent at first, ultimately leads us to taking God down notch by notch and elevating us to his
place because we must know better than God does.
That is why, brothers and sisters in faith, you and I must see ourselves as the woman in this lesson. We are the
ones caught in sin, maybe it is a sin different than that of this woman but it is sin nonetheless. We, are the
ones who are foreigners of God’s family, ones that God should have just taken the long way to get around. We
are the ones who thought we had a good way, even the right way, to justify our sinful words and actions. In
fact, Proverbs 14:12 echoes this very thing saying “12 There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end
it is the road to death.” We are the ones who need to hear because Jesus loved you and me so much that he
had to come to earth so that we would know just how much he loves us.
The only way to avoid this temptation is to listen with open ears to the words of Jesus as he reveals his true
identity in his word and opens our eyes to see how he burst the flood gates of his water of life for you and me
to be drenched and filled with. He shows us just what we mean to him and just what he wants for us. He does
all of this so that the devil with all of his lies and desires to only do us harm, is exposed for what he is. He is
hatred of others, he has hatred for you and me and he hates himself and wants others to know his misery. He
has no place is this story about God’s love and yet he lurks in the background waiting for a moment to
interject.
The Messiah has come and in his word he explains everything to us. He explains how much you need him. He
explains how much he loves you. He explains how complete his forgiveness is for you and me, even for the
times when we try to take over the seat of God when we let that temptation of appearances get the best of
us. He explains his patience for us and he explains he is exactly the one who was promised and the one we
need in how he comes not just to us but to all. May Satan’s efforts never succeed among us to think there are
some who are not worth that message. But if and when they do, may we hear Jesus’ words once more, to us,
of who he is. There may we know the forgiveness that is ours and by him may we go forward once more
knowing Satan’s lies. Amen.
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