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Welcome! Though I am not able to physically worship with you, it is an honor to share God’s 
word with you and direct your worship to our great God, he is most worthy of our praise and 
worship! 
 
I cannot direct you to the restroom or a quiet place for your children, I trust you to know that 
wherever you might be. However, I would like to encourage you to put distractions aside, they 
can wait. Give your time and attention to God. I would also like to remind you of God’s promise 
that his Holy Spirit is actively working wherever his word is (Hebrews 4:12). 
 
I would also like to give you some brief info concerning the service. This particular order of 
service, was chosen for its simplicity but also because of the message it reminds us of, namely, 
that God has given to each believer the power to forgive or not forgive sins (the use of the Keys 
– Matthew 16:19). This is a comfort in public worship but it is especially a comfort in private 
family worship. Following the first reading, in place of the psalm, there is a reminder of this 
taken from Luther’s Catechism. Worship in confidence that God hears and recognizes your 
praise even if it is in the setting of your own home for a time. 
 
Additionally, I have chosen to go this route rather than livestream because I feel we have an 
opportunity, with this current situation, to strengthen the family altar. What I mean by that is 
simply this, God asks that the heads of households to be leaders in that house, specifically when 
it comes to making sure that God and his word remain there. The church is vital to that task but 
more important than even that, is making sure God’s word is heard and God is praised even at 
home. I realize this will seem awkward or clumsy at first. I realize it may put certain people out 
of their comfort zone but I assure you that I am out of mine with all of this and am relying on 
God and his strength to help me through. I pray that is and continues to be your prayer as well. 
 
You can go through the service together as a family, individually, or with someone leading and 
the rest joining in on the bold sections. 
 
Finally, links have been included for the two hymns. They will take you to YOUTUBE where 
there will be words, music and an additional voice singing. If it helps your worship please make 
use of it, if you don’t prefer that, or prefer just to read through the hymn, I have included the 
hymns themselves below the links as well.  
 
The focus of worship this morning is on the temptation of entitlement. It is something we all 
struggle with, and could especially be in our thoughts in one way or another in our current 
climate. May God bless you and your worship as we go to the one who fought this temptation 
on our behalf and gives us the victory over it in Christ! 
 
-Pastor Sam Biebert 

 
All Scripture is from the Evangelical Heritage Version [EHV] © 2019 Wartburg Project, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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MEDITATION ON 
THE MINISTRY OF THE KEYS 

 
Opening Hymn – “The Lord is My Salvation” 
Click Here for Song and Lyrics 
Click here for song and lyrics (in case the previous link does not work)  
 
(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism) 
 

In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: 
God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 
 
If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness,  
We lie and do not live by the truth. 
 
If we claim to be without sin,  
We deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
 
 
Confession of Sin 
Father, I have sinned against you and am no longer worthy to be called your 
child. Yet in mercy you sacrificed your only Son to purge away my guilt. For his 
sake O God, be merciful to me a sinner, and in the joy of your Holy Spirit let me 
serve you all my days. 
 
Silence for personal examination and confession. 
 
 

Absolution 
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify 
us from all unrighteousness. Upon this, your confession, I forgive you all your sins 
in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/w9ccafksqbm2s89/08_The%20Lord%20is%20My%20Salvation.mp4?dl=0
https://youtu.be/L1Hi-Wbjf9k


It doesn’t get more hopeless than a valley of dry bones. There is nothing they can 
do on their own. There is no way for them to come together or accomplish 
anything. But here we are reminded of the power God’s Word has, it is power to 
make those who are unable, able. It has the power to make those who were dead 
alive. This is the same Word that gives us hope! 
First Lesson: Ezekiel 37:1-14 

The hand of the LORD was upon me. He brought me out by the Spirit of 

the LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley, which was full of 

bones. 2 He had me pass through them and go all over among them. There 

were very many on the valley floor, and they were very dry. 

3 He said to me, “Son of man, can these dry bones live?”[a] I answered, 

“LORD God, you know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and 

say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the LORD.’” 

5 This is what the LORD God says to these bones. 

I am about to make breath[b] enter you so that you will live. 6 I will attach 

tendons to you. I will put flesh back on you. I will cover you with skin and 

put breath in you, and you will live. Then you will know that I am the LORD. 

7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I was prophesying there 

was a noise, a rattling, as the bones came together, one bone connecting to 

another. 8 As I watched, tendons were attached to them, then flesh grew 

over them, and skin covered them. But there was no breath in them. 

9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the wind.[c] Prophesy, son of man, and say 

to the wind that this is what the LORD God says. From the four winds, come, 

O wind, and breathe into these slain so that they may live.” 

10 So I prophesied as he commanded me. Breath entered them, and they 

came back to life. They stood on their feet, a very, very large army. 

11 Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of 

Israel. They are saying, ‘Our bones are dried up. Our hope is lost. We have 

been completely cut off.’ 12 Therefore, prophesy and say to them that this is 

what the LORD God says. My people, I am going to open your graves and 

raise you up from your graves and bring you back to the soil of Israel. 13 Then 

you will know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves and raise you up 

from your graves, O my people. 14 I will put my Spirit in you, and you will 

live. I will settle you on your own land, and you will know that I, the LORD, 

have spoken, and I have done it, declares the LORD.” 

 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+37&version=EHV#fen-EHV-21396a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+37&version=EHV#fen-EHV-21398b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+37&version=EHV#fen-EHV-21402c


First: What is the use of the keys? 
The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church 
on earth: to forgive the sins of penitent sinners but refuse forgiveness to the 
impenitent as long as they do not repent. 
 
Where is this written? 
The holy evangelist John writes in chapter 20, “[Jesus] breathed on [his disciples] 
and said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; 
if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.’” 
 
 
 
 
Hopelessness comes from looking at our present situation, getting focused on it 
and losing sight of what we still have. Here in Romans 8 God directs our focus to 
see all that we have in Christ. He opens our eyes to see the wonderful reasons we 
have for hope in every situation! 
Second Lesson: Romans 8:11-19 
11 And if the Spirit of the one who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, 

the one who raised Christ from the dead will also make your mortal bodies 

alive through his Spirit, who is dwelling in you. 

12 So then, brothers, we do not owe it to the sinful flesh to live in harmony 

with it. 13 For if you live in harmony with the sinful flesh, you are going to die. 

But if by the Spirit you put to death the actions of the body, you will live. 

14 Indeed, those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15 For you 

did not receive a spirit of slavery so that you are afraid again, but you 

received the Spirit of adoption by whom[e] we call out, “Abba, Father!” 16 The 

Spirit himself joins our spirit in testifying that we are God’s children. 

17 Now if we are children, we are also heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs 

with Christ, since we suffer with him, so that we may also be glorified with 

him. 

18 For I conclude that our sufferings at the present time are not worth 

comparing with the glory that is going to be revealed to us. 19 In fact, 

creation is waiting with eager longing for the sons of God to be revealed. 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8&version=EHV#fen-EHV-28120e


Gospel Reading (Sermon Text): John 11:17-27, 38-45 
17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb 

for four days. 

18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles away. 19 Many Jews had come 

to Martha and Mary to comfort them concerning their brother. 

20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went to meet him, while 

Mary was sitting in the house. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been 

here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I know that whatever 

you ask from God, God will give you.” 

23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha replied, “I know 

that he will rise in the resurrection on the Last Day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I 

am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me will live, even if he 

dies. 26 And whoever lives and believes in me will never perish.[b] Do you 

believe this?” 

27 “Yes, Lord,” she told him. “I believe[c] that you are the Christ, the Son of 

God, who was to come into the world.” 

38 Jesus was deeply moved again as he came to the tomb. It was a cave, and 

a stone was lying against it. 39 “Take away the stone,” he said. Martha, the 

dead man’s sister, told him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, 

because it has been four days.” 

40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the 

glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. 

Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you heard me. 42 I knew 

that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the crowd standing 

here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 After he said this, he 

shouted with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 

44 The man who had died came out with his feet and his hands bound with 

strips of linen and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus told them, “Loose 

him and let him go.” 

45 Therefore many of the Jews who came to Mary and saw what Jesus did 

believed in him. 

Sermon on John 11:17-27, 38-45 (Children’s Message immediately follows the 

sermon!) 

Theme: Temptation – Hopelessness (Click or right click here and select "open 

hyperlink" to take you to the sermon)  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+11&version=EHV#fen-EHV-26542b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+11&version=EHV#fen-EHV-26543c
https://youtu.be/Ax6iEhbwLDU
https://youtu.be/Ax6iEhbwLDU


Theme: Temptation – Hopelessness                                                                                        3-29-2020 

There are two ways to look at every situation, one would be from God’s perspective, a way that 

is admittedly harder, and one that views it from our perspective, a way that is inherently easy 

and naturally, the way we always see things at first. 

As we continue our look at different temptations, today we come to the temptation of 

hopelessness. It is another one of the devil’s favorite temptations. It is a temptation he uses 

similarly to his others, a temptation where he attempts to draw our focus away from God and 

instead place our focus on ourselves. In this particular temptation, he places our focus on our 

inability to do something in a given situation and then direct our frustration right along until it 

falls squarely on God’s shoulders and sets him up to be the bad guy and sets him up to be the 

one who is powerless or acting in the wrong.  

However, that hopelessness comes only from a lack of understanding concerning who God is 

and, in all honesty, as hard as it is to admit, a lack of faith. But that is what makes our lesson for 

today so wonderful! It is so wonderful because we have both views expressed. We have the 

view which we so often fall into, namely hopelessness and we have God’s view of it all, a view 

of complete control, a view of careful and decisive action, and a view of proclaiming a very 

specific truth so that those struggling with hopelessness would be filled with hope. 

In our lesson itself we see Martha face to face with a low point of life. In the beginning of 

chapter 11 we see that Mary and Martha had sent word to Jesus that their brother was sick. 

They were reaching out to Jesus, hoping and praying that he would help. They loved their 

brother and knew, here with Jesus, was someone who could truly help. But help never came, at 

least not on their time table, because Jesus stayed where he was for two more days and then 

by the time that he actually made the trip to the home of Mary and Martha, Lazarus, their 

brother, had been dead for 4 days. Hope was completely and obviously gone. Lazarus was dead 

and all that was left was to pick up the pieces and push on with life. 

This frustration was expressed to Jesus. “Lord, if only you had come. If only you had been here, 

dear Lazarus would not have died.” Essentially, here prayer was why didn’t you? That 

temptation for hopelessness was there, if only a lingering thought in the background. Why 

Jesus? Why didn’t you come? I know you are the Christ the Son of God but why didn’t you show 

it? I know heaven is real and I know I will see him there, but I am hurting now. This pain is real. 

Why? Won’t you do something? Can’t you do anything? Couldn’t you have at least come and 

given me an explanation, a reason for relief, for hope? 

However, in the greater context of this section, we are also graced with the knowledge of God’s 

plan throughout this whole ordeal. In verse four of chapter 11 we are told “This sickness will 

not end in death. No, it is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.” Then, 

a little later in verses 14 and 15, Jesus lays it out more clearly saying to the disciples: “Lazarus is 

dead, and for your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to 

him.” Again, now in our lesson, looking at verses 23 and 25 Jesus says to Martha, “Your brother 

will rise again…I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me will live, even if he 

dies. And whoever lives and believes in me will never perish. Do you believe this?” And still 

yet again, in verse 40, after Martha has questioned Jesus’ request to remove the stone and 



open up the sealed tomb Jesus says, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the 

glory of God?” 

From beginning to end, Jesus knew exactly what he was doing. God had a purpose. He was in 

control in the midst of a situation that seemed more hopeless than any other. Why? Was the 

question that Martha asked of Jesus and the answer to that question was so that God would be 

glorified, his power would be shown, and faith would be strengthened and created in the hearts 

of those who were affected in this situation.  

All of this information is crucial to our talk on the temptation of hopelessness. You see, in the 

midst of Martha’s questioning concerning the why, Jesus questions her. He tells her plainly who 

he is and he asks her point blank, “Do you believe this?” 

I think it is fair to say that our country is struggling with this right now, going even farther we 

could say the world is struggling with this right now. There are a lot of people hurting. There are 

a lot of unanswered questions. There are frustrations building with the extra added pressures, 

stresses, and responsibilities placed on life. There are a lot of unanswered questions about the 

future, what will our life look like in 3 months, 6 months, a year? How many changes is this 

catastrophic event going to bring into my life, how will the economy be impacted long term, 

what about that trip I had planned, my financial picture or my retirement savings? Or maybe 

this has caused you to have other worries that I have not mentioned but worries that are every 

bit just as real. Maybe you are currently finding yourself asking God a similar question as Mary, 

God, why? Why would you let this happen? Why didn’t you stop this sooner? Why aren’t you 

doing something? Why is my happiness suffering? Why this on top of everything else going on 

in my life? Why God, where are you, what are you doing? 

As we throw up our hands and struggle with this temptation, as we stand on the brink of 

hopelessness or maybe even as we find ourselves centered in it looking for any source of hope, 

Jesus comes to us with the same statement and question he came to Martha with. ““I am the 

resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me will live, even if he dies. And whoever lives 

and believes in me will never perish. Do you believe this?” Do YOU believe this? 

Your answer to that question is easy. It is the same answer Martha gives to that question: “Yes, 

Lord, I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the world.” You 

see, this lesson really has nothing to do with Lazarus. It has everything to do with Jesus, his 

perfect relationship with his Father and his desire to have a relationship with you. We see that 

very clearly in Jesus prayer before he calls to Lazarus when he prays “Father, I thank you that 

you heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the crowd 

standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.”  

What is our purpose here on earth? Is it to gain as much as we possibly can? Is it to be healthy 

for the most amount of years possible? Is it to have as much fun as our funds allow? Is it to 

have the most people like us or to have the most amount of people doing the things that make 

us happy, that follow and agree with the way we think? Often, that can be our thought can’t it? 

Then when those things go spiraling out of control or when something comes up that we never 

saw coming and topples all of those things over hopelessness can set in. You see, this world can 

never give a sure and certain hope. 



Instead, isn’t our purpose in life all about Jesus? It has been said and resaid, both by myself and 

many others how easy it is to have faith when everything is going well. But the very definition 

of faith is having hope in the face of hopelessness. This is why Jesus asks this question of you 

also today, “Do you believe?” and this is why he comes to you again and again with reason after 

reason to echo the same words of Martha. He comes to you again and again to assure you of 

peace, one given uniquely by him and different and better than how the world gives. He comes 

to you and says remain in me and I will remain in you, don’t lose hope. He mustered his 

strength and drew every last ounce of breath left in his body to shout from the cross, to shout 

so loud that you and I can still hear it and take comfort from it still today, IT IS FINISHED. He 

shows you here, his power over death as he gave a loud command to a four day dead Lazarus 

saying “Come out.” Lazarus had no choice but to listen. He comes to you and me today to give 

us hope, a hope that is not founded on things that can perish spoil or fade, a hope that is not 

founded on health, money or earthly security for how hopeless that hope is. That hope is 

founded only in the empty promises of the devil meant to give you only uncertainty and fear. 

Jesus comes to give you certainty, real hope, that he has things under control, he has power 

over all things from life here on earth to eternal life in Heaven. Jesus command to Lazarus gives 

that to you, it gives us hope so that we can also say, with complete confidence: “Yes, Lord, I 

believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the world.” Amen. 

 

And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. 

 

Offering (Though we are not meeting together at this time please do not forget 

the opportunity to give back what is rightfully God’s with respect to what he has 

given us. Offerings can be mailed or dropped off at church. You can also make use 

of online giving through the giveplus app or by going to the church’s website 

(www.christcambridge.com) and selecting the “Donate” tab under “About” in the 

site menu.) 

Prayer: 

Heavenly Father, we come to you in Jesus name asking for the grace to 

delight in your law, to follow your decrees, and to walk in your paths. We ask 

that you would turn our eyes away from worthless things and our hearts 

from willful sin, that we may know the sweetness of your Word, the peace of 

your forgiveness and the joy of the redeemed.  

Father, we also pray on behalf of all believers everywhere and our 

congregation that the blessing of worship and preaching may continue 

through the week; for the practice of family worship; for those newly 

baptized and for those whose faith is mature. 

We ask that you hear our plea to bring order and health back to our society. 

We ask that fear would be replaced with peace and especially that the 

http://www.christcambridge.com/


eternal peace that is ours in Christ would flood this world so that all may 

know that whether we live or we die, we belong to you.  

Hear us also for Jesus sake as we come to you with our personal and private 

petitions. 

Lastly, we pray this all confident that you hear as we pray it all, not that our 

will be done but yours alone, and in the name of the one who won the 

victory for us through his death and victory over it, Jesus Christ our Savior, 

who also taught us prayer that prayer we have come to call the Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing: 

Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and from Jesus Christ, the 

Father’s Son, will be with us in truth and love. Amen. 
  

Closing Hymn – “Christ our Hope in Life and Death” 
Click here for song and lyrics 
Click Here for Song and Lyrics (in case the previous link does not work)  
 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/cic2gellxqk17kj/ChristOurHopeInLifeAndDeath%20lyric%20video.mov?dl=0
https://youtu.be/OibIi1rz7mw

