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Welcome! Though I am not able to physically worship with you, it is an honor to share God’s
word with you and direct your worship to our great God, he is most worthy of our praise and
worship!

I cannot direct you to the restroom or a quiet place for your children, I trust you to know that
wherever you might be. However, I would like to encourage you to put distractions aside, they
can wait. Give your time and attention to God. I would also like to remind you of God’s promise
that his Holy Spirit is actively working wherever his word is (Hebrews 4:12).
I would also like to give you some brief info concerning the service. This particular order of
service, was chosen for its simplicity but also because of the message it reminds us of, namely,
that God has given to each believer the power to forgive or not forgive sins (the use of the Keys
– Matthew 16:19). This is a comfort in public worship but it is especially a comfort in private
family worship. Following the first reading, in place of the psalm, there is a reminder of this
taken from Luther’s Catechism. Worship in confidence that God hears and recognizes your
praise even if it is in the setting of your own home for a time.
Additionally, I have chosen to go this route rather than livestream because I feel we have an
opportunity, with this current situation, to strengthen the family altar. What I mean by that is
simply this, God asks that the heads of households to be leaders in that house, specifically when
it comes to making sure that God and his word remain there. The church is vital to that task but
more important than even that, is making sure God’s word is heard and God is praised even at
home. I realize this will seem awkward or clumsy at first. I realize it may put certain people out
of their comfort zone but I assure you that I am out of mine with all of this and am relying on
God and his strength to help me through. I pray that is and continues to be your prayer as well.
You can go through the service together as a family, individually, or with someone leading and
the rest joining in on the bold sections.
Finally, links have been included for the two hymns. They will take you to YOUTUBE where
there will be words, music and an additional voice singing. If it helps your worship please make
use of it, if you don’t prefer that, or prefer just to read through the hymn, I have included the
hymns themselves below the links as well.
The focus of worship this morning is on the temptation of entitlement. It is something we all
struggle with, and could especially be in our thoughts in one way or another in our current
climate. May God bless you and your worship as we go to the one who fought this temptation
on our behalf and gives us the victory over it in Christ!
-Pastor Sam Biebert
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Reprinted and distributed under One-License #A-732651

MEDITATION ON
THE MINISTRY OF THE KEYS
Opening Hymn – “Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us”
Click or right click here and select "open hyperlink" for hymn

(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism)

In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you:
God is light; in him there is no darkness at all.
If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness,
We lie and do not live by the truth.
If we claim to be without sin,
We deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.

Confession of Sin
Father, I have sinned against you and am no longer worthy to be called your
child. Yet in mercy you sacrificed your only Son to purge away my guilt. For his
sake O God, be merciful to me a sinner, and in the joy of your Holy Spirit let me
serve you all my days.
Silence for personal examination and confession.

Absolution
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify
us from all unrighteousness. Upon this, your confession, I forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.
Thanks be to God. Amen.

As we look at the temptation of entitlement this week, especially with all that is on
our minds with the current pandemic may we hear how we deserve much worse
but that is not what we have been given by God. While what we are truly entitled
to is the wrath of God, God has instead given us himself in his Son, Jesus Christ.
God be praised forever!
First Lesson: Hosea 5:15-6:3
15
I will go. I will return to my place
until they admit their guilt and seek my face.
In their distress they will earnestly seek me.
Come, let us return to the LORD.
For he has torn us to pieces,
but he will heal us.
He has struck us,
but he will bandage our wounds.
2
After two days he will revive us.
On the third day he will raise us up,
so that we may live in his presence.
3
Let us acknowledge the LORD.
Let us pursue knowledge of the LORD.
As surely as the sun rises,
the LORD will appear.
He will come to us like a heavy rain,
like the spring rain that waters the earth.
First: What is the use of the keys?
The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church
on earth: to forgive the sins of penitent sinners but refuse forgiveness to the
impenitent as long as they do not repent.
Where is this written?
The holy evangelist John writes in chapter 20, “[Jesus] breathed on [his disciples]
and said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven;
if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.’”

The sinful flesh is all about entitlement. It is all about me, it wants nothing to do
with God. Even amidst all of the current chaos we see so many focused on
themselves, their happiness, their preparedness, their life. All of this is hostile to
God. But on the cross, that part of us was put to death and we were truly made
alive. May we live in all that we are entitled to through Jesus – righteousness.
Second Lesson: Romans 8:1-10
So then, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus.[a] 2 For in Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me[b] free from the
law of sin and death. 3 Indeed, what the law was unable to do, because it was
weakened by the flesh, God did, when he sent his own Son in the likeness of
sinful flesh to deal with sin.[c] God condemned sin in his flesh, 4 so that the
righteous decree of the law would be fully satisfied in us who are not walking
according to the flesh, but according to the spirit.[d]
5

To be sure, those who are in harmony with the sinful flesh think about things
the way the sinful flesh does, and those in harmony with the spirit think about
things the way the spirit does. 6 Now, the way the sinful flesh thinks results in
death, but the way the spirit thinks results in life and peace. 7 For the mind-set
of the sinful flesh is hostile to God, since it does not submit to God’s law, and
in fact, it cannot. 8 Those who are in the sinful flesh cannot please God.
9

But you are not in the sinful flesh but in the spirit, if indeed God’s Spirit lives
in you. And if someone does not have the Spirit of Christ, that person does not
belong to Christ. 10 But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, but
your spirit is alive because of righteousness.
Gospel Reading (Sermon Text): Matthew 20:17-28
17
As Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside; and
on the way he said to them, 18 “Look, we are going up to Jerusalem. The Son
of Man will be handed over to the chief priests and experts in the law, and
they will condemn him to death. 19 They will hand him over to the Gentiles to
mock, flog, and crucify him. On the third day he will be raised.”
20

Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to him with her sons, kneeling and
asking something of him. 21 He said to her, “What do you want?”
She said to him, “Promise that in your kingdom these two sons of mine may
sit, one on your right hand and one on your left hand.”
22

But Jesus answered, “You[b] do not know what you are asking. Are you able
to drink the cup that I am about to drink?”
They said to him, “We are.”

23

He said to them, “You will indeed drink my cup, but to sit on my right hand
and on my left hand is not for me to give; rather these places belong to those
for whom they have been prepared by my Father.”
24

When the ten heard this, they were angry with the two brothers.

25

But Jesus summoned them and said, “You know that the rulers of the
nations lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over
them. 26 It will not be that way among you. Instead whoever wants to become
great among you will be your servant, 27 and whoever wants to be first among
you will be your slave— 28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served,
but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

Sermon on Matthew 20:17-28 (Children’s Message immediately follows the
sermon!)
Theme: Temptation – Entitlement (Click or right click here and select "open
hyperlink" to take you to the sermon)
Prayer: Dear heavenly Father, though things may change in how we worship, you never change. Your words of
forgiveness are still true. The power of the Holy Spirit is still real and your Word is still effective in our hearts.
Bless our worship this morning, though it may be different, it is still praise to you. Be with us as we turn to you
so that our eyes may be opened to see temptations and our hearts may be empowered to turn to you. In
Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.
This series on temptation was thought up weeks ago. I don’t bring that up to suggest that your pastor is able to
look into the future and could see this health scare coming. I don’t bring it up to suggest that I am so wise or the
one who always has the answers. But I bring it up to simply show how constant God’s word is. It is living, it is
active, it never stops speaking to us or being relevant because it comes from the author of life, it was inspired by
the founder of wisdom and it is given by the one in whom all things are held together, live, move and have their
being.
This reminder is important to keep in mind as we look at our next temptation, that of entitlement. It is a
temptation that is so common to people that we struggle with it in every situation. We struggle with it when
times are good, and we struggle with it when times are difficult. We struggle with it in times of a health scare and
we will struggle with it when this all goes away. Unfortunately, we are not alone in this struggle. This problem is
not just limited to us in this day and age, but it has been around since the first sin and it has infected the minds of
people in every generation. Unfortunately for us, the devil knows this weakness within us and he is very good at
exploiting it. He is very good at working together with that sinful side of us to bring it out more and more and to
try and push that new life of faith not just into the background of our lives but out of our lives completely.
Unfortunately for the devil but fortunately for us, God knows the tricks of the devil, he has gone to war with the
devil and rendered him powerless and he passes that knowledge of how he was victorious and how we can also
be victorious on to us. In our gospel lesson we see and hear this. We see this temptation at work in the lives of
the disciples and in those closely related to the disciples but we also see the solution. So let’s turn to our lesson
from Matthew 20:17-28 and hear the Word of God address the temptation of entitlement and give us the
knowledge needed to combat it.

17 As

Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside; and on the way he said to
them, 18 “Look, we are going up to Jerusalem. The Son of Man will be handed over to the chief priests and
experts in the law, and they will condemn him to death. 19 They will hand him over to the Gentiles to mock,
flog, and crucify him. On the third day he will be raised.” 20 Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to him
with her sons, kneeling and asking something of him. 21 He said to her, “What do you want?” She said to him,
“Promise that in your kingdom these two sons of mine may sit, one on your right hand and one on your left
hand.” 22 But Jesus answered, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I am
about to drink?” They said to him, “We are.” 23 He said to them, “You will indeed drink my cup, but to sit on my
right hand and on my left hand is not for me to give; rather these places belong to those for whom they have
been prepared by my Father.” 24 When the ten heard this, they were angry with the two brothers. 25 But Jesus
summoned them and said, “You know that the rulers of the nations lord it over them, and their great ones
exercise authority over them. 26 It will not be that way among you. Instead whoever wants to become great
among you will be your servant, 27 and whoever wants to be first among you will be your slave— 28 just as the
Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
How big are our problems! Right?! I mean, God has no idea what we are going through! We have been cooped
up in our homes, tv is getting old and they keep talking about the same old thing, I have gone through all of
Netflix twice, my kids are really starting to get on my nerves, my favorite restaurant is closed down, the grocery
store is out of everything. Why am I still working when so many others are not, don’t you care about my health?
God, don’t you even see what I am going through? Why don’t you address things going on down here? Are you
even awake, alive, around, caring???
This is what the mother of James and John, the disciples labeled as the sons of Zebedee was basically doing. Jesus
had just gotten done giving exact details of how his death was going to go down. He tells them all of this so that
when this time of trouble came, they would have no reason to fear because they already knew all of this. Jesus
tells them all of this so that they could face this time of crisis with complete certainty knowing that Jesus also
knew everything that was going to happen, he was in control of it, he had knowledge of all of this, he was going
into this willingly even! He told them all of this so that there would be no surprises and so that the greatest part
of this plan would not be a surprise either, Jesus wasn’t going to stay dead. Yes, it was going to look bad for a bit,
but he was going to rise! Death was going to lose! Jesus was giving them some very juicy, comforting, amazing,
jaw dropping information of exactly what was going to happen…
But they really didn’t care, they definitely didn’t listen or really, for that matter believe this was all going to
happen. And we aren’t just speculating on that, we can see that very thing in their actions. We can see it in their
fear, we can see it as they hid behind closed doors. We can see it in their frantic disbelief and amazement on
Easter Sunday. Jesus words went in one ear and out the other because there were more important things on
their mind, they wanted answers to their personal problems right now and how did any of this help them with
that?
We see one of those sets of problems in the very next verse. “Give my sons a place of honor in your kingdom.”
Was a mother’s request to Jesus. We see what they were the most concerned about. As we see in many other
places in the New Testament, the disciples view of Jesus was way off, they thought he was going to be an earthly
ruler with an earthly kingdom. They thought he was going to restore the boundaries of Israel to their former
glory, as they were under King David. That couldn’t include Jesus dying now could it? They only wanted Jesus to
be what they thought they needed most, an earthly ruler to bring an end to their earthly problems. They were
God’s children after all, they were entitled to that weren’t they? And these 12, these special disciples, well, they
were certainly entitled to the high honor of being the right and left hand men because they had been with him
since the beginning! They knew Jesus before he was even cool! And the rest of the disciples? Well they just
couldn’t believe the boldness of these two. How could they even dare to request that? Don’t they know that I
deserve that place of authority!?

But Jesus squashes this sense of entitlement with the simple reminder that the way God works and the way this
world works are two very different things. This world is all about power, it is all about getting what is needed for
me, getting that which I deserve and the benefits from my specific position and place in it. This world is all about
always scratching and clawing to get to the very top. In short, this world is all about entitlement.
But that is not what God is all about. Jesus tells us “It will not be that way among you. Instead whoever wants
to become great among you will be your servant, 27 and whoever wants to be first among you will be your
slave— 28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for
many.” In short, God fights this temptation of entitlement we face by pointing us to our example in Christ, the
one who, though creator of all, lowered himself to a place of service for all creation, for you and me. We are
pointed to the one who never faltered, the one who never fell into the trap of this temptation as enticing
entitlement should have been for Jesus he never gave in and instead took all of our sins on himself and put them
to death on the cross.
And now, wonder of wonders, we have real entitlement. But is nothing that comes from ourselves, it is nothing
that we have earned through our own hard work. In fact, our entitlement is simply the exact same as that of
Christ. God gives us no less! He also calls us his sons through faith in Christ. He also calls us ones with whom he is
well pleased through faith in Christ, that is we are forgiven, our sins of falling into this temptation are forgiven!
Finally, he also calls us to be as Christ was himself, namely, servants. Christ is the one who gives us this title and
Christ is the one who strengthens us by the power of his word and sacraments to live up to this title.
So in our current climate of fear we look forward with confidence, we look forward with focus, just as Jesus did
on his way to the cross because we already know the outcome! Yes, we have been called to love our neighbor, be
good stewards of our bodies and their health, we have been called to respect those in authority, but we can still
live very differently than the rest of the world! We know death has been swallowed up in victory! We know
Christ sits on his throne ruling all things today! We know we don’t have to scratch and claw here on earth to gain
some earthly title or some earthly prosperity or security because we have a mansion in heaven in which your
name and mine is etched! We know the future and we know who holds it. God bless us as we go forward with
entitlement, not found in this world but found in Christ. Amen.

And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.

Offering (Though we are not meeting together at this time please do not forget
the opportunity to give back what is rightfully God’s with respect to what he has
given us. Offerings can be mailed or dropped off at church. You can also make use
of online giving through the giveplus app or by going to the church’s website
(www.christcambridge.com) and selecting the “Donate” tab under “About” in the
site menu.)
Prayer:
Heavenly Father, we come to you in Jesus name asking for the grace to
delight in your law, to follow your decrees, and to walk in your paths. We ask
that you would turn our eyes away from worthless things and our hearts
from willful sin, that we may know the sweetness of your Word, the peace of
your forgiveness and the joy of the redeemed.

Father, we also pray on behalf of all believers everywhere and our
congregation that the blessing of worship and preaching may continue
through the week; for the practice of family worship; for those newly
baptized and for those whose faith is mature.
We ask that you hear our plea to bring order and health back to our society.
We ask that fear would be replaced with peace and especially that the
eternal peace that is ours in Christ would flood this world so that all may
know that whether we live or we die, we belong to you.
Hear us also for Jesus sake as we come to you with our personal and private
petitions.
Lastly, we pray this all confident that you hear as we pray it all, not that our
will be done but yours alone, and in the name of the one who won the
victory for us through his death and victory over it, Jesus Christ our Savior,
who also taught us prayer that prayer we have come to call the Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing:
Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and from Jesus Christ, the
Father’s Son, will be with us in truth and love. Amen.

Closing Hymn – “Comfort, Comfort All My People”
Click or right click here and select "open hyperlink" for hymn

