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“SHARING, SHOWING, and KNOWING CHRIST”
WELCOME TO CHRIST
We are so glad that you joined us to worship our Lord Jesus today, and welcome to
our church! Christ is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod
(WELS). We have been gathering around Word and sacrament since 1976. Our pastor would be happy to answer your questions about our service, our beliefs, or
communicant membership in our congregation. Please join us again soon!

INFORMATION
Our restrooms are located by going to the right out of the sanctuary doors and
proceeding down the hallway. They are at the end of the hallway on the right.
There is also a family restroom with a changing station out the sanctuary doors to
the left and around the corner.
We love hearing little ones in God’s house but if you feel like your child needs a moment there are speakers to hear the service as well as books and toys in the entryway
Our guest register is located in the entryway. Please leave us a record of your visit
and we will be glad to supply you with more information about our church.

www.christcambridge.com

Sunday Service 9:00

Pastor Sam Biebert

Preschool Director Cliss Loescher

Church: 763.689.5333

School: 763.689.2230

Cell: 701.471.0341

Cell: 612.810.1964

sbiebert@gmail.com

bldgblksforlife@gmail.com
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SERVICE OF THE WORD
This liturgy, found on page 38 in the red hymnal, oﬀers the congregation a form of worship
that focuses on the proclamation of God’s Word. Believers respond to this divine gift with
prayer, praise, and thanksgiving.

PASTOR’S WELCOME
OPENING HYMN
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Please Stand.

GATHERING
L The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit be with you.
C And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS
L We have come into the presence of God, who created us to
love and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed
him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let
us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
C Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In
countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve
to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray:
Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse
me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

ABSOLUTION
L God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God
give you strength to live according to his will.
C Amen.
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Gathering and
confessing our
sins to our Triune
God tells us who
is here and what
he is here to do.
The Lord God is
not in this place
to plague us with
loveless laws and
growing guilt. He
is here to ﬁll us
with forgiveness
through the good
news of Jesus. He
is here to empower us with the
good news as we
live in faith. He is
here to feed our
starving souls
with the food of
his Word.

PRAISE & PRAYER
L In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
What other gift
could possibly
give you the
love of God and
an eternal
home in heaven? What other
gift could possible motivate
you to follow
and serve God
every day?
None!
So, we lift up
our voices in
joyful praise
(from Psalm
34) for the free
gift of forgiveness that
comes through
Jesus.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

L Let us pray.
C Lord God, before the suﬀering and death of your one and only
Son, you revealed his glory on the holy mountain. Grant that we
who bear his cross on earth may behold by faith the light of his
heavenly glory and so be changed into his likeness; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
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Pay attention
to this prayer
as it prepares
us for the Scripture readings.
Ask the Lord to
use his Word
on your hearts
to amend the
bad and encourage the
good.

THE WORD
FIRST READING

Exodus 24:12, 15-18

12

The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain. Wait there, and I will
give you the stone tablets with the law and the commands that I have written, so
that you can teach them.”
15
Moses went up onto the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. 16 The
Glory of the L
settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered the mountain for
six days. On the seventh day the L
called to Moses out of the middle of the
17
cloud. The appearance of the Glory of the L
looked like a devouring ﬁre on
the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. 18 Moses entered into
the middle of the cloud and climbed up the mountain. Moses was on the mountain
forty days and forty nights.

PSALM OF THE DAY

Psalm 148 | pg. 121 (front of red hymnal)

Praises are due the one who perfectly marches on for us!

SECOND READING

2 Peter 1:16-21

16

To be sure, we were not following cunningly devised fables when we made
known to you the powerful appearance of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 For he received honor and glory from God the Father,
when the voice came to him from within the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son,
whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 18 We heard this voice, which came out of
heaven when we were with him on the holy mountain. 19 We also have the completely reliable prophetic word. You do well to pay attention to it, as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the Morning Star rises in your hearts
20
since we know this above all else: No prophecy of Scripture comes about from
someone’s own interpretation. 21 In fact, no prophecy ever came by the will of man,
but men spoke from God as they were being carried along by the Holy Spirit.
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VERSE OF THE DAY

Mark 9:7b

Alleluia. A voice came from the cloud: “This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!”
Alleluia.
Please stand.

GOSPEL

Matthew 17:1-9

Six days later Jesus took with him Peter, James, and John the brother of James;
and he led them up onto a high mountain by themselves. 2 There he was transﬁgured in front of them. His face was shining like the sun. His clothing became as
white as the light. 3 Just then, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with Jesus. 4 Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you want, I will make
three shelters here: one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 5 While he was
still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them. Just then, a voice
came out of the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well
pleased. Listen to him.” 6 When the disciples heard this, they fell face down and
were terriﬁed. 7 Jesus approached and as he touched them, he said, “Get up, and
do not be afraid.” 8 When they opened their eyes, they saw no one except Jesus
alone. 9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Do
not tell anyone what you have seen until the Son of Man has been raised from the
dead.”
L The Gospel of our Lord.

Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY
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SERMON

Exodus 24:12, 15-18
Theme: “A World of Fear Transﬁgured”

APOSTLES’ CREED
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suﬀered under Pontius Pilate, was
cruciﬁed, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose
again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and
the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

THANK OFFERING

1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 9:6-8

The members of Christ Lutheran join together to do the Lord’s work in Cambridge and
throughout the world in our church body, the WELS. Guests need not feel obligated to participate in this oﬀering which supports our ministry.
Another option for giving is through the “Give Plus
Church” app. Safely and securely make a donation from
a debit/credit card or checking/savings account.
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
L Lord God, heavenly Father, you have welcomed us into your presence again today that we might see your glory. You have revealed yourself in the person of
your Son Jesus Christ. Through him you have made known the truth that you
want to dwell with us and want us to be with you. You have given us your
Word so that we might view there who you are and what you have done.
C Give us hearts that always heed the words you spoke to the disciples on the
holy mountain, “This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him.”
L Lord Jesus, you revealed your glory to your disciples to prepare them for what
lay ahead. As they watched you suﬀer and die, they were to remember this revelation of your divine nature so that they would keep their conﬁdence ﬁxed on
your promise that you would rise again. You wanted them to understand that
your crown of glory and your cross of shame were not at odds with each other,
but were both equally part of the Father’s divine plan.
C Keep our eyes also ﬁrmly focused on that truth so that we bear with patience
any trials that come our way and await with anticipation how you will relieve
us.
L O Holy Spirit, the disciples wanted to stay on the mountain and bask in the
beauty of what they saw. Jesus instructed them instead to continue in the ministry to which they had been called.
C Be with us as we go from this place today to enable us to carry out in a Christlike manner the responsibilities we have been given. Help us to share with
others what we have seen so that they, too, may know the glory of our Lord.
L

Compassionate Father and merciful Lord, you know the many in this world who
are struggling to get through life as they deal with disease, war, famine and natural disasters. More importantly, they struggle because they do not know you
or the eternal salvation you have secured for them through your Son Jesus.
C Do not let us be among those who forget them. Open our hearts and hands to
assist them with their needs as we are able. Most importantly, use us and our
oﬀerings to bring them the good news of their Redeemer so that they might
believe on him and be saved.
L Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

8

L

Dear Lord, you have encouraged us to bring all our petitions before you and
have promised that you will hear us. We therefore oﬀer our prayers to you in
the name of our Savior Jesus Christ who has taught us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER

Luke 11:1-4; Matthew 6:9-13
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Please be seated.

HYMN
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PRAYER
L O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
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THE LORD’S BLESSING
L

Numbers 6:24-26
Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one
another. Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.

CLOSING HYMN
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“A World of Fear Transfigured”

2-23-2020

“There he was transfigured in front of them. His face was shining like the sun. His clothing became as white as
the light. 3 Just then, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with Jesus. 4 Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is
good for us to be here.”
“The Glory of the LORD settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered the mountain for six days. On the
seventh day the LORD called to Moses out of the middle of the cloud. 17 The appearance of the Glory of
the LORD looked like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel.”
To say there is a difference between Mt. Sinai and the Mount of Glory is an understatement. In fact, in Exodus
20:18-19 and 20:21 we see some other stunning differences. Listen: “All the people saw and heard the
thunder and the lightning and the sound of the ram’s horn and the mountain smoking. The people saw, and
they trembled and stood far away. 19 Then they said to Moses, “Speak with us yourself, and we will listen, but
do not let God speak with us, or we will die.” And then in verse 21: “The people stayed at a distance, but
Moses approached the thick darkness where God was.”
Why the contrast? Why the difference? Why is God’s glory described as a devouring fire here, and in Exodus
20 we further see that it is described as something that brought fear and trembling to the assembly, a
darkness that Moses walked into but in Matthew we hear a desire to stay and remain from those who
witnessed it? Additionally, in Matthew God’s glory is described not as a devouring fire but as a pleasant and
desirable brilliance, his face shining like the sun and his clothing white as the light. Again, why?
A little background into what this first mountain represents is important to answering that question in
addition to addressing the theme of our message this morning. Here at Sinai, at this first mountain, we see the
first covenant or solemn promise God makes with his people. It was a two-sided covenant for Israel. It was a
covenant that stated: “Do all this and I will be your God”. Moses spent those forty days and forty nights with
God up on that mountain receiving the Law. But then he came down from the mountain and what did he see?
The reality of what he saw was that God’s people would never be able to keep God’s law. He saw people
dancing before a golden calf. Following that he saw death resulting from this sin, he saw plague resulting from
this sin, and he saw and heard God’s anger spilling over as a result of this sin.
There was two types of fear that resulted from people seeing first-hand what the reality of this two-sided
covenant looked like. There was terror, real fright and the sense of helplessness over falling into the hands of
an angry God and seeing and experiencing that unstoppable anger. But there was also fear that can be
described as a reverence, a respect for the one of ultimate authority. There was an aspect of both types of
fear present in everyone, both the ones who received punishment resulting in death and those who continued
on towards the promised land.
Yet on Mt. Sinai Moses also saw God face to face. He saw the God of the new covenant as well. Then again on
the mount of Glory we see Moses there, no longer in that dark cloud but in a bright one, and again he sees the
new covenant in the person of Jesus Christ. Here was the man who would not just keep that old covenant
personally for all people, but also the person who would personally be the covenant for all of mankind.
On Mount Sinai, the people coward in fear at the glory of God which looked like a consuming fire. But on the
Mount of Glory, that same glory looked like a man – a man who touched his disciples and gave them the
message of the covenant fulfilled, “Don’t be afraid!”
But what does the difference in these two mountains have to say to us this morning? What do we make of
these two different glories and what does it mean for us as we sit here today, continue on with our lives of
thanks to God, even as we begin the season of Lent this coming Wednesday? Maybe a good way to ask that
question is, which mountain do we exist on?

Often, we live our life as if only consists of that first mountain don’t we? It is all about the law and so it is all
about fear. We look around and see plague and disease and we get scared. We marriage being ripped to
shreds by the hands of man and we get fearful. We see news stories of terrorists and shootings; lawsuits and
suicides and we wonder when one of those things will affect our life. We watch as children grow up not
knowing respect, hard work or discipline and worry fills us. We build up our life only to watch our grip on it
loosen through age or tragedy, through financial mistakes or costly repairs and we live a life of fear. We hear
tales of economic collapse, climate changing, and wonder how the world has gotten so bad. We deal with
anger in our families, our children straying from what we taught them, relatives we are ashamed of and
friends who aren’t much better. In all of this our focus can shift to self and we can try to calm our fears with
the thought that we are at least better or better off than most. We try to write off the angry thoughts we have
felt towards others, the bitterness and resentment in our hearts, the gossiping and the disrespect towards
authority as ok because they had it coming or something that everyone does so it must be okay but it doesn’t
give security, it doesn’t give peace when trouble comes, that fear that was pushed down only springs back up.
That is when we have to take a good look at this first mountain because this first mountain teaches us an
important lesson about when something, anything, is placed in the hands of people. It is not a matter of if we
will fail, it is a matter of how quickly. When any amount of work is dependent on sinful people the clouds will
darken, terror will build and before long the devouring fire of God’s glory will overwhelm us.
But that is why our focus has to be on the second mountain. It has to be there because Jesus wasn’t the only
one transfigured there, this world was too. When they came off that mountain there was still sin taking place
just like there was when Moses came off the first one. Idols were still being worshiped, lies where still being
told and death was still a result. But it brings a different view to our eyes. Instead of looking around and seeing
sin, the disciples watched as Jesus made his march to the cross. Instead of boasting in self, the disciples saw
Jesus, the one who they had seen dressed in the glory of God make himself nothing. Instead of seeing God’s
wrath, they heard do not fear and then watched as God darkened the clouds and the sun and brought down
his consuming fire of anger over sin on Jesus. The transfiguration of Jesus didn’t just change the way that
these disciples viewed Jesus, it also changed the way they viewed the world because of seeing more fully who
Jesus was.
Peter, one of the disciples there on that mountain said later, words which we looked at in our lesson from 2
Peter, that this truth changes things for you and me too. It changes things through the power of God’s word
like a light shinning in a dark place and like the light of understanding filling us.
Brothers and sisters, the transfiguration changes things because it shows us that God was appeased in the
person of Jesus. With him, God was pleased. He is the full and complete sacrifice for sin. Through Jesus
sacrifice, a Christian sees this world transfigured, all fear is gone because we are assured once more of Jesus’
perfection as the lamb of sacrifice for you and me. We have no reason to fear God. Our sins need not bother
us any longer, guilt is removed. That is certain because just as Moses faced a perfect God on behalf of the
people, so also Jesus faced our perfect God on behalf of all people, on behalf of you and on behalf of me.
That has huge importance in your life and mine. It has importance because we can go forward each day with
the reminder from our loving Savior, don’t be afraid. He says to us: “You know who I am, and you know what I
have done for you. If you ever doubt your need of me look back to Mount Sinai, you can’t please me, and you
can’t answer to me. But don’t despair because of that either, but if and when you do, look back to the Mount
of Glory, hear the voice of God the Father. I took the full brunt of his punishment for you. There is nothing you
can face that will change that. Keep looking at me and I will light the way. No power of hell or scheme of man
can change that, no difficulty or tragedy makes my life and death in your place less true. Place your confidence
in me alone and you will never be let down and you will never be put to shame. May that truth always affect
the way you see me and may it transfigure the world for you.” Amen.
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