
1

Sunday 

March 

1,  

2020 



2

“SHARING, SHOWING, and KNOWING CHRIST”

WELCOME TO CHRIST 

We are so glad that you joined us to worship our Lord Jesus today, and welcome to 

our church! Christ is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

(WELS). We have been gathering around Word and sacrament since 1976. Our pas-

tor would be happy to answer your questions about our service, our beliefs, or 

communicant membership in our congregation. Please join us again soon!

INFORMATION

Our restrooms are located by going to the right out of the sanctuary doors and 

proceeding down the hallway. They are at the end of the hallway on the right. 

There is also a family restroom with a changing station out the sanctuary doors to 

the left and around the corner.

We love hearing little ones in God’s house but if you feel like your child needs a mo-

ment there are speakers to hear the service as well as books and toys in the entry-

way

Our guest register is located in the entryway. Please leave us a record of your visit 

and we will be glad to supply you with more information about our church.

www.christcambridge.com                                        Sunday Service 9:00��

Pastor Sam Biebert                                                       Preschool Director Cliss Loescher

Church: 763.689.5333                                                    School: 763.689.2230

Cell: 701.471.0341     Cell: 612.810.1964

sbiebert@gmail.com     bldgblksforlife@gmail.com
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WELCOME 

OPENING HYMN                              T�� L�� �� G�� I� G��� ��� W��� |  #287

Please Stand.

GATHERING

The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

(spoken) And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS

God invites us to come into his presence and worship him 
with humble and penitent hearts. Therefore, let us 
acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sin-
ful, and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, 
and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what 
is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and 
in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in 
my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 
sinner.

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has  
given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, 
I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

(spoken) Amen.

SERVICE of WORD & SACRAMENT
You can follow along with this service order on page 26 in the front of the red hymnal.

This time with 
one another is 
also time with 

our Triune God, 
who feeds us in 

Word and        
Sacrament.

God sees our   
entire life, so 

there is no reason 
to keep anything 

hidden before 
him.  Instead, we 

confess our sins 
trusting the love 
and forgiveness 

of Christ.

In the absolution, 
God speaks 

through the  pas-
tor to assure us 
of his unlimited       

forgiveness 
through Christ.
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Lord, Have Mercy Kyrie Eleison

For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your 
gifts with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.

For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love 

and for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every 

evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.

For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who 

offer here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.

Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and 

keep us in your tender care:

Kyrie Eleison is 
Greek for “Lord, 
have mercy.”  It 
is an expression 
of faith used in 
worship since 
the time of the 
New Testament 
Church.  

L
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The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is  worthy of praise.

SONG OF PRAISE O Lord, Our Lord

L

Jesus said 
that  the    
angels in  

heaven      
rejoice over 

one sinner 
who repents.       

In response to 
God’s grace 
given in the 

absolution of 
all our sins,   
the church 
sings joyful 

words of 
praise and 
glory, also 

called a          
doxology.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Lord our strength, the battle of good and evil rages within and around us, 
and our ancient foe tempts us with his deceits and empty promises. Keep 
us steadfast in your Word, and when we fall, raise us up again and re-
store us through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Please be seated.

L

C
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THE WORD
FIRST READING Genesis 2:7-9, 15-17; 3:1-7
7 The L��� God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into 
his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being. 8 The L��� God 
planted a garden[f] in Eden in the east, and there he put the man whom he had 
formed. 9 Out of the ground the L��� God made every kind of tree grow—trees 
that are pleasant to look at and good for food, including the Tree of Life in the 
middle of the garden and the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. 
15 The L��� God took the man and settled him in the Garden of Eden to work it 
and to take care of it. 16 The L��� God gave a command to the man. He said, 
“You may freely eat from every tree in the garden, 17 but you shall not eat from 
the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, for on the day that you eat from it, 
you will certainly die.” 
Now the serpent was more clever than any wild animal which the L��� God had 
made. He said to the woman, “Has God really said, ‘You shall not eat from any 
tree in the garden’?” 2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from 
the trees of the garden, 3 but not from the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of 
the garden. God has said, ‘You shall not eat from it. You shall not touch it, or else 
you will die.’” 4 The serpent said to the woman, “You certainly will not die. 5 In 
fact, God knows that the day you eat from it, your eyes will be opened, and you 
will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 When the woman saw that the tree 
was good for food, and that it was appealing to the eyes, and that the tree was 
desirable to make one wise, she took some of its fruit and ate. She gave some 
also to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7 The eyes of both of them 
were opened, and they realized that they were naked. They sewed fig leaves to-
gether and made coverings for their waists

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 130 | pg. 114
When faced with temptation we must cry to the LORD for help.

SECOND READING Romans 5:12-19
12 So then, just as sin entered the world through one man and death through sin, 
so also death spread to all people because all sinned. 13 For even before the law 
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was given, sin was in the world. Now, sin is not charged to one’s account if there is 
no law, 14 and yet death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even 
over those whose sin was not like the transgression of Adam, who is a pattern[d] of 
the one who was to come. 15 But the gracious gift is not like Adam’s trespass. For if 
the many died by the trespass of this one man, it is even more certain that God’s 
grace, and the gift given by the grace of the one man Jesus Christ, overflowed to 
the many! 16 And the gift is not like the effect of the one man’s sin, for the judgment 
that followed the one trespass resulted in a verdict of condemnation, but the gra-
cious gift that followed many trespasses resulted in a verdict of justification. 
17 Indeed, if by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through the one man, it 
is even more certain that those who receive the overflowing grace of the gift of 
righteousness will reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ! 18 So then, just as 
one trespass led to a verdict of condemnation for all people, so also one righteous 
verdict led to life-giving justification for all people. 19 For just as through the disobe-
dience of one man the many became sinners, so also through the obedience of one 
man the many will become righteous.

VERSE OF THE DAY Matthew 4:10b
It is written: “Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.”

Please stand.

GOSPEL Matthew 4:1-11
Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the Dev-
il. 2 After he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 The Tempter 
came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to be-
come bread.” 4 But Jesus answered, “It is written: Man shall not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that comes out of the mouth of God.” 5 Then the Devil took him 
into the holy city. He placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6 and he said to him, 
“If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down. For it is written: He will command 
his angels concerning you. And they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will 
not strike your foot against a stone.” 7 Jesus said to him, “Again, it is written: You 
shall not test the Lord your God.” 8 Again the Devil took him to a very high moun-
tain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9 He said to him, 
“I will give you all of these things, if you will bow down and worship me.” 10 Then 
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Jesus said to him, “Go away, Satan! For it is written: Worship the Lord your God, 
and serve him only.” 11 Then the Devil left him, and just then angels came and 
served him.

The Gospel of our Lord. 

Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY A M����� F������� I� O�� G�� | #201

SERMON Matthew 4:1-11

               Theme: “Temptation—Shortcuts”

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

heaven and   earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one be-

ing with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us 

and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incar-

nate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully 

human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius      Pilate. 

He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose 

again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended   into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 

glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped 

C
A creed is a 

statement of 
faith.  Creed 

comes from the 
Latin “credo,” 

which means “I 
believe.”  The 

faith God gave 
us willingly,  

publicly, and 
regularly        

confesses the 
triune God as 

Lord and Savior.

L
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and glorified, who has  spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy  

Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the for-

giveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 

world to come. Amen.

THANK OFFERING                                               1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 9:6-8       
The members of Christ Lutheran join together to do the Lord’s work in Cambridge and 
throughout the world in our church body, the WELS. Guests need not feel obligated to partici-
pate in this offering which supports our ministry.

Another option for giving is through the “Give Plus 
Church” app. Safely and securely make a donation from 
a debit/credit card or checking/savings account.

Installation of Council Members

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Lord Jesus Christ, your works led one of your believers of old to sing, “O Lord, 
the king rejoices in your strength.  How great is his joy in the victories you 
give.”  We echo his words as we consider the victories you have won for us.  
You have given us victory over the power of Satan by defeating him every time 
he tempted you.  You have given us the victory over our sin by taking away 
both it and its condemnation.
Enable us to live in those victories every day of our lives.

Dear Lord, Satan still tempts us to trust his lies rather than your promises.  Help 
us to know your Word so that we may cling firmly to what you have said.  Train 
us to take up the shield of faith and the sword of the Spirit that we may be able 
to fight back against the Deceiver.  When we are trapped by temptation, lead 
us to turn to you in repentance and receive your forgiveness.
Be with us so that we may share your truth with others so that they may know 
your life, your light, and your salvation.

Heavenly Father, you sent your angels to minister to your Son.  You have prom-
ised that they will be with us also, guarding and protecting us from harm and 
danger.  Let that truth give us comfort and encouragement as we face the un-

L

C

L

C

L
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certainties of life.
Give your special protection to those who are living in great danger, and es-
pecially those who are suffering persecution because they believe in you.  Let 
them know that your guardian angels surround them.

Lord of the nations, we ask your blessing upon the public servants who serve 
in this land.  Give wisdom, courage and integrity to those who are leaders.  
Give faithfulness to those who carry out the day-to-day tasks of government.  
Protect those who protect us.  Use both those who believe in you and those 
who don’t to carry out your will.

Be with your children are absent from worship today.  If it is because of illness 
restore them to health.  If it is because of travel, keep them safe.  If it is be-
cause of guilt over sin, assure them that they are forgiven.  If it is because 
their love for you and your Word has grown cold, let them see their sin and 
rekindle in them the fire of faith.

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Heavenly Father, you have promised to hear and answer the prayers of those 
who call on you, to satisfy them with your good things and show them your sal-
vation.  Trusting your promise we bring you our petitions and also pray as your 
Son has taught us:  

LORD’S PRAYER Luke 11:1-4; Matthew 6:9-13
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

L

L

L

C

C
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THE SACRAMENT
PREFACE

The Lord be with you.
(sings) And also with you.

 Lift up your hearts.
(sings) We lift them up to the Lord.

 Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
(sings) It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed 
us with every spiritual blessing. In the past he spoke to us through the 
prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, who is the 
radiance of his glory. Now have come the salvation and the kingdom of our 
God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the 
Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Sanctus

Recorded for us in 
Isaiah 6:4, angels 
sing, “Holy, holy, 

holy is the Lord 
Almighty,” in the 

presence of the 
Triune God. The 

Church sings the 
same song in 

preparation for 
His Supper,    

faithfully          
confessing the 

Lord’s true     
presence in the 

Sacrament.

Pastor speaks 
these words as 
the Lord Jesus 
did for his holy 
supper. This is 

the Lord’s        
miraculous meal 

for our             

C
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION                           1 Corinthians 11:23-25
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take 
and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of 
me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from 
it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for 
you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remem-
brance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

LAMB OF GOD Agnus Dei

John the 
Baptist saw 

Jesus and 
said, “Look 

the Lamb of 
God who 

takes away 
the sin of 

the world.”
John 1:29

L
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Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT
God tells us in the Bible that his Supper is for sinners who are accurately instructed in his 
word, who examine themselves by living in repentance, and who recognize the miraculous 
real presence of Jesus’ body and blood. It is our joy and honor to use God’s Hoy Word.  There-
fore, we invite only current members of Christ, (and those from sister WELS and ELS congre-
gations) come forward to receive the Sacrament at the direction of the ushers. If you have  
questions, please speak with Pastor before taking part in the sacrament. He welcomes the 
chance to study what God says with you. And thanks so much for honoring God’s Word in this 
manner.
 One option for preparation is available in the red hymnal on page 156.

During the distribution the congregation is invited to sing the following hymn:

COMMUNION HYMN(s)                       #349, 313

When the distribution is completed, Pastor invites the congregation to stand and sing:

Song of Praise Thank the Lord We thank the 
Lord  after this 
holy supper in 

much the 
same way that 

we thank him 
after we eat 

our meals. He 
provides us 

with what our 
bodies and 

souls need to    
remain strong    
physically and           

spiritually.
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PRAYER:
Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you 
here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming 
of your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in 
his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live 
a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever  

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

THE LORD’S BLESSING Numbers 6:24-26

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one anoth-
er. Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.

CLOSING HYMN:                                          I K��� M� F���� I� F������  |  #403



This is how 
God has 

blessed his 
people since 

the time of 
Moses (for 

about 4,000 
years). These 

are the final 
words in 

worship as 
we depart to 

serve with 
God’s peace 
and power.

L
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Theme: Temptation – Shortcuts                    3-1-2020 

The verses just previous to this, share with you and me, the glory of Jesus’ baptism. It is an event where Jesus 
is glorified. But things would not always be easy for Jesus, in fact, they would more often be a struggle. And 
Jesus wants to share this with us too. During this time in the desert Jesus is undoubtably tempted more than 
three times by Satan. But we are told of only three temptations. Three. God doesn’t just share words for the 
sake of filling pages. He shares what he shares with us because he wants us with him in heaven. These 
temptations are important for us to analyze and understand because they are temptations Satan still uses on 
us today. These temptations are important for us to analyze and understand because they help us to see the 
truth expressed in Hebrews 4:15 Jesus was tempted in every way just as we are and that he fully understands 
our struggles from his own experience. 

As we look at these temptations today, please also keep in mind a bigger concept we are going to be focusing 
on during the Sundays of this Lenten season. That concept is simply temptations. Over the next few weeks we 
will look at how Satan uses them, how we watch out for them and how we combat them. As we begin this 
discussion this morning, we see Satan’s desire to lead us to taking shortcuts, shortcuts to satisfaction, 
shortcuts to truth, and shortcuts to glory. Let’s listen to Satan telling his lies and Jesus’ refuting them once 
more. 

Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the Devil. 2 After he had fasted forty 
days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 The Tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, 
command these stones to become bread.” 4 But Jesus answered, “It is written: Man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that comes out of the mouth of God.” 5 Then the Devil took him into the holy city. He 
placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6 and he said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself 
down. For it is written: He will command his angels concerning you. And they will lift you up in their hands, so 
that you will not strike your foot against a stone.” 7 Jesus said to him, “Again, it is written: You shall not test 
the Lord your God.” 8 Again the Devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of 
the world and their glory. 9 He said to him, “I will give you all of these things, if you will bow down and worship 
me.” 10 Then Jesus said to him, “Go away, Satan! For it is written: Worship the Lord your God, and serve him 
only.” 11 Then the Devil left him, and just then angels came and served him. 

Do you hear how cunning Satan is? In this first temptation, he wants to introduce doubt about truth and 
reality. Jesus was just baptized, he knew and heard who he was, God’s own Son with whom God was pleased. 
Is this anyway to treat God’s son, to have him know hunger? 

You also are by faith a child of God. It is fact. God promised it and says so in his word. If that is really true, then 
why should you and I suffer when we see no real point to it? Why should you have needs unmet and wants 
unsatisfied? If you are a child of God shouldn’t things be better for you? Shouldn’t God overturn all of your 
financial reverses and all of your personal setbacks with family, friends and coworkers? Shouldn’t you have the 
success and the happiness you see others enjoy, especially when those others seem to deserve it less than you 
do? 

This sounds good to our ears. We don’t like hearing that God is all we need because we want so much of this 
earth to be ours as well. So, we eagerly hear Satan out and see what he has to say as a quick and painless 
shortcut to some satisfaction. What will it hurt if we don’t have Bible study at home? I deserve to relax. I know 
I haven’t been to church in a while, but I have had so much going on that I deserved the getaway this 
weekend. We finally had a nice day and I have been trying to get stuff done for so long. Plus, this task gives me 
more satisfaction and peace of mind than putting it off again just to worship God.  

And this would be good enough to ease us to Satan’s side, but he doesn’t stop there. He keeps coming after us 
with more shortcuts. So, he leads us too into the temple of God’s Word and into the heart of Jesus where God 
lives and where his promises dwell. There he reminds us of the foremost truth of God’s Word and permits us 



to make the happy confession of faith: “Jesus loves me, this I know; for the Bible tells me so!” But then he 
adds his demonic, and soul-devastating twist on a shortcut to the truth: “and this is all I want to know!” And 
just like that I am free to do as I please and I can quiet my conscience with a pat on the head because of how 
good of a Christian I seem to be. It lets me do as I please, I can cheat. I can lie. I can lust and follow my lust. I  
don’t really even need church anymore because I know that Jesus loves me, whether I hear his Word of not. I 
can throw all caution to the wind and chuck the law of God behind me. 

Here too, the devil seeks to drive us away from the Word of God. He wants nothing more than for us to 
imagine that God is a fool who doesn’t take his Word seriously. In this way, all false doctrine and godless living 
is made easy, in spite of God’s serious warnings against such thoughts…but don’t focus on that stuff, the devil 
says tenderly, and we follow on to the last and most devastating shortcut. 

It seems so silly and based on complete lies, but it is lies that we have believed to get this far and we look 
around and it seems to be working out for others, so this last shortcut, a shortcut to glory, makes more and 
more sense. Just cut God out of the picture. Focus with all of your energy on your passion, on your work, on 
your reputation. Just cut that person down, they’ve had it coming and deserve it and were in your way 
anyhow. Just follow this path, it will make you happy and you will feel so much better for doing it. Yeah sports 
are on Sundays but how is your child ever going to be great if they are not playing. Yes, church is important 
but how are you ever going to be recognized or get everything you want so that people finally respect you if 
you don’t put in the extra hours? Take the way that leads to success, to happiness, to getting what you really 
deserve in life! 

These temptations are so spot on and each one of us succumb to them each and every day! But not Jesus. Not 
even once. He throws God at Satan again and again. “It is written: Man shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that comes out of the mouth of God.” Silly Satan, don’t you know the eating and drinking itself 
sustains no one. There is nothing on this earth that can bring any once of satisfaction apart from what comes 
from the mouth of God? That is only a shortcut to satisfaction, it brings nothing real and lasting. Shoo. 

Then Satan come back and Jesus hits him again, “Again, it is written: You shall not test the Lord your God.” 
Come on you damned serpent, don’t throw God’s promises in his face and then trust that he will let you play 
him for a fool! I will go to the peak of the temple, but I will go where real trust is to be found: in the Word and 
Sacraments. Those I will hold close to my heart and it is through those I will have real confidence in knowing I 
am safe in the arms of God. Every doctrine must be held onto or they will all be lost. There is no shortcut to 
the truth! 

And with one final swat Jesus hits the returning Satan, “Go away, Satan! For it is written: Worship the Lord 
your God, and serve him only.” The struggle is important because it is the only way to save those who have 
and will listen to your false shortcuts. I love them and I want them. I will not let anything get in the way of 
that. Your promises are all lies. You only have the ability to hurt, harm, and destroy. There is only one way to 
glory, and it is to a glory you can only dream of. You threw that away when you disobeyed long ago. Now leave 
me be, I will worship and serve God only. 

This is your Jesus. He did what you and I cannot. And while we have failed, this is also the one who grants us 
his righteousness by faith. Flee to him. There is no shortcut, no matter how appealing, that can replace him. 
Jesus knows exactly what you need, and he is powerful to help. He showed Satan’s shortcuts to be exactly 
what they were, and he shows you and I to be the true Savior we so desperately need. Is not the grace and 
mercy of God amazing?! Your Jesus took no shortcut to win and give it. May God’s Word and Sacraments 
always be what point us to what is sufficient, what is truth and where our future glory rests. Amen. 

 


