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“SHARING, SHOWING, and KNOWING CHRIST”

WELCOME TO CHRIST 

We are so glad that you joined us to worship our Lord Jesus today, and welcome to 

our church! Christ is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

(WELS). We have been gathering around Word and sacrament since 1976. Our pas-

tor would be happy to answer your questions about our service, our beliefs, or 

communicant membership in our congregation. Please join us again soon!

INFORMATION

Our ��������� are located by going to the right out of the sanctuary doors and 

proceeding down the hallway. They are at the end of the hallway on the right. 

There is also a ������ �������� with a changing station out the sanctuary doors 

to the left and around the corner.

We love hearing little ones in God’s house but if you feel like your child needs a mo-

ment there are speakers to hear the service as well as books and toys in the entry-

way

Our ����� �������� is located in the entryway. Please leave us a record of your visit 

and we will be glad to supply you with more information about our church.

www.christcambridge.com                                        Sunday Service 9:00��

Pastor Sam Biebert                                                       Preschool Director Cliss Loescher

Church: 763.689.5333                                                    School: 763.689.2230

Cell: 701.471.0341     Cell: 612.810.1964

sbiebert@gmail.com     bldgblksforlife@gmail.com
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PASTOR’S WELCOME

OPENING HYMN                                                  S����� �� ��� N������, C��� | #2

Please Stand.

GATHERING

In the name of the Father, and of the Son  and of the Holy   
Spirit. 

(sings) Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS

Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and con-
fess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful 
and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and ac-
tions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. 
For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. 
But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Je-
sus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.    

LORD, HAVE MERCY Kyrie Eleison

COMMON SERVICE
This liturgy, found on page 15 in the red hymnal, is a version of the      

historic liturgy of the Christian church.

L

L
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These opening 
words remind us 

of our baptism 
and tell us who is 

here with us.

This expression, 
“Lord, have mer-
cy,” is one of the 
oldest responses 

of the worship-
ing Church.

We need repent-
ance and for-

giveness on an 
ongoing basis. In 

his unending 
mercy, God pro-

vides.
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ABSOLUTION  
God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son 
to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ 
and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.

(sings) Amen.

 In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

GLORY BE TO GOD Gloria in Excelsis

L
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Versions of this 
song have been 
used in worship 

since the 4th cen-
tury.  In response 

to God’s grace 
expressed 

through the ab-
solution, the 

church sings out 
as the angels 

sang on Christ-
mas night: “Glory 

be to God on 
high!” 

Luke 2:13-14



5

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.

(sings) And also with you.

 Let us pray.

Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Take away the bur-
den of our sins and make us ready for the celebration of 
your birth, that we may receive you in joy and serve you al-
ways; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

(sings) Amen

Please be seated.

T H E  W O R D  
FIRST READING Isaiah 7:10-14
10 The L��� spoke to Ahaz again. He said, 11 “Ask for a sign from 
the L��� your God. Ask for it either in the depths below or in the 
heights above.” 12 But Ahaz responded, “I will not ask. I will not test 
the L���.” 13 So Isaiah said: Listen now, you house of David. Is it not enough for you 
to test the patience of men? Will you test the patience of my God as well? 
14 Therefore the Lord himself will give a sign for all of you. Look! The virgin will con-

The Prayer of the 
Day asks the Lord 
for spiritual bless-
ings, based on the 
assigned Scripture 

readings. .  The 
Prayer of the Day is 

often ancient, da-
ting back to the 5th 

century.  It’s not 
surprising that the 

Church keeps using 
these prayers.  The 

greatest needs of 
mankind never 

change.

L
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C
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ceive and give birth to a son and name him Immanuel.

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 24 | pg. 73
May we recognize the King of  Glory,  Immanuel  comes!

SECOND READING Romans 1:1-7
Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of 
God, 2 which he promised in advance through his prophets in the Holy Scrip-
tures. 3 This gospel is about his Son—who in the flesh[a] was born a descendant of 
David, 4 who in the spirit of holiness was declared to be God’s powerful Son by his 
resurrection from the dead—Jesus Christ, our Lord. 5 Through him we received 
grace and the call to be an apostle on behalf of his name, to bring about the obedi-
ence of faith among all the Gentiles, 6 including you, who were called by Jesus 
Christ. 7 To all those loved by God who are in Rome, called to be saints: Grace to you 
and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

”VERSE OF THE DAY                                                                              Matthew 1:23
Alleluia. The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him 
Immanuel. Alleluia.

Please stand.

Our Savior meets us in the Gospel according to Matthew 3.

GOSPEL Matthew 1:18-25
18 This is how the birth of Jesus Christ took place. His mother, Mary, was pledged in 
marriage to Joseph. Before they came together, she was found to be with child by 
the Holy Spirit. 19 Joseph, her husband, was a righteous man and did not want to dis-
grace her. So he decided to divorce her privately. 20 But as he was considering these 
things, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, 
son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because the child 

L

We stand in    
honor of the   

Gospel because it 
presents the 

words and works 
of   Jesus, the 

Word  Incarnate.
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conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to 
give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this 
happened to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 23 “Look, the 
virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son. And they will name him Immanu-
el,” which means, “God with us.” 24 When Joseph woke up from his sleep, he did as 
the angel of the Lord had commanded him. He took Mary home as his wife, 25 but he 
was not intimate with her until she gave birth to her firstborn son. And he named 
him Jesus.

The Gospel of our Lord.

APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was con-
ceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered un-
der Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,  and was buried. He de-
scended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the 
Father almighty.  From there he will come to judge the living 
and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the com-
munion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

Please be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY O�, C���, O�, C���, E������� |  #23

A creed is a 
statement of 
faith.  Creed 

comes from the 
Latin “credo,” 

which means “I 
believe.”  The 

faith God gave 
us publicly and 

regularly con-
fesses the tri-

une God as Lord 
and Savior. 

L

C
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SERMON Isaiah 11:1-10
Theme: Promise Made: Immanuel

CREATE IN ME Psalm 51

     Please be seated.

Looking back to 
what was read 

and preached in 
the Word and 

looking forward 
to blessings of 

Jesus’ body and 
blood, this sung 
prayer puts our 

focus where it 
needs to be: on 

the renewing 
grace of God. 
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THANK OFFERING                                                   1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 9:6-8            
The members of Christ Lutheran join together to do the Lord’s work in Cambridge and throughout 
the world in our church body, the WELS. Guests need not feel obligated to participate in this offering 
which supports our ministry.
Another option for giving is through the “Give Plus Church” 
app. Safely and securely make a donation from a debit/credit 
card or checking/savings account.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Lord Jesus, we thank and praise and worship you for the great blessings you 
have brought to us by taking upon yourself our human flesh so that you might 
be our Savior.  With your birth, you give us tangible proof of how much you 
love us – you were willing to set aside your heavenly glory so that you might 
rescue us from the punishment we deserve because of our sin.  In your act of 
taking our humanity into God, you gave witness to the power and wisdom you 
can and will use in our lives.  The truth that, even now, you retain our human 
nature reminds and assures us that you want to be with us in our lives, and 
that you want us to be with you in yours.
Help us to always – whether we are experience times of ease, or trials and 
troubles – keep a firm grip on what you have taught us that we may know 
and enjoy your peace and love.

Dear Lord, the coming days will be filled with activity.  Do not let it distract us 
from that which is most important.  If unexpected sorrow or trouble arises in 
our lives or in the lives of those we know, remind us that you are Immanuel –
God with us.  Strengthen us.  Keep us faithful to you while we witness how you 
fulfill your promises to us according to your eternal wisdom.  
Bless us with your Holy Spirit that we may live our lives as Mary and Joseph 
did, in humble and faithful obedience to you as your servants.

O Holy Spirit, we know that there will be people who struggle with the emo-
tions of this week.  They see and hear others happy and joyful, but for them 
Christmas brings sadness and sorrow, or bitterness, anger and resentment be-
cause of personal losses or tragedies tied to the day.
Heal their pain.  Soothe their spirits by leading them to see and focus on the 
Father’s great love for them as it personified in Jesus.

L

C

L

C

C
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Dear Savior, there will be many who are travelling in the days ahead, including 
some from our own congregation.  You experienced the rigors and challenges 
of travel even before you were born.  Send your holy angels to guard and pro-
tect all just as they also protected you.
We especially pray that those who are spiritually lost in this life because they 
do not know you will learn the pathway to heaven as they hear again the story 
of your birth.

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

With hearts thankful for the answers to our prayers you have given in the past, 
we bring all our thoughts and requests before you in the name of our Advent 
Lord who has taught us to pray: 

LORD’S PRAYER Luke 11:1-4; Matthew 6:9-13
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

HYMN L��� U� Y��� H����, Y�� M����� G���� |  #4

PRAYER
Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we 
so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and 
comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting 
life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
(sings) Amen.

L

L

L
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

THE LORD’S BLESSING Numbers 6:24-26

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and   give you peace.

CLOSING HYMN:                          L�� A�� T������� P����� O�� G�� | #41 vv. 1-3
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d,/^�t��<��d��,Z/^d�ͮ �����D��Z�Ϯϯ—����D��Z�Ϯϵ 

dh�^��z ���ϳ͗ϬϬƉŵ  �ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ��ǀĞ��ĂŶĚůĞůŝŐŚƚ�^ĞƌǀŝĐĞ 
t��E�^��z�����������ϵ͗ϬϬĂŵ  �ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ��ĂǇ�^ĞƌǀŝĐĞ 
^hE��z����������� ���ϵ͗ϬϬĂŵ  tŽƌƐŚŝƉ 
 �ϭϬ͗ϬϬĂŵ  �ŽŽŬŝĞƐ�Θ��ŽīĞĞ 
� �ϭϬ͗ϯϬĂŵ  �ŝďůĞ��ůĂƐƐ�Θ�^ƵŶĚĂǇ�^ĐŚŽŽů 
 

Merry Christmas! 

�,hZ�,�/E&KZD�d/KE 

WĂƐƚŽƌ�^Ăŵ��ŝĞďĞƌƚ 
�ŽŶƚĂĐƚ�/ŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ  �ŚƌŝƐƚ�ĂŵďƌŝĚŐĞWĂƐƚŽƌΛŐŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ 
    ϳϬϭ͘ϰϳϭ͘Ϭϯϰϭ�;ĐĞůůͿ 
 

�ŚƵƌĐŚ�KĸĐĞ   ϳϲϯ͘ϲϴϵ͘ϱϯϯϯ 
tĞďƉĂŐĞ   ǁǁǁ͘ĐŚƌŝƐƚĐĂŵďƌŝĚŐĞ͘ĐŽŵ 

/ŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ŚĞůƉ�ǇŽƵ�ƐƚĂǇ�ĐŽŶŶĞĐƚĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ŐĞƚ�ŝŶǀŽůǀĞĚ͊ 

 

͞,ĞƌĞ�Ăŵ�/͘�^ĞŶĚ�ŵĞ͊͟ � 
/ƐĂŝĂŚ�ϲ͗ϴ 

 � 
hƐŚĞƌƐ͗�^ŚĂǁŶ�D͕͘�dŽŵ͕��ĂƌƌǇ����� 
�ŽƵŶƚĞƌƐ͗���ƌŝĂŶ�<͕�WĂƵů 
�ŽŽŬŝĞƐ�Θ��ŽīĞĞ͗�ZŽƐĞ 
�ůĞĂŶĞƌƐ͗�'ƵŝůůĂƵŵĞ͕�ZǇĂůů� 

�EEKhE��D�Ed^ 
>ƵƚŚĞƌĂŶ�/ŶƐƟƚƵƟŽŶĂů�DŝŶŝƐƚƌŝĞƐ��ƐƐŽĐŝĂƟŽŶ����ƐƉĞĐŝĂů�ĚŽŽƌ�ŽīĞƌŝŶŐ�
ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ĐŽůůĞĐƚĞĚ�ŽŶ�^ƵŶĚĂǇ͕��ĞĐĞŵďĞƌ�Ϯϵ�ƚŽ�ďĞŶĞĮƚ�ƚŚĞ�>ƵƚŚĞƌĂŶ�
/ŶƐƟƚƵƟŽŶĂů�DŝŶŝƐƚƌŝĞƐ��ƐƐŽĐŝĂƟŽŶ͘�tĞ�ŚĞĂƌĚ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĐƌŝƟĐĂů�
ŵŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�t�>^��ŽŶŶĞĐƟŽŶ�ůĂƐƚ�ǁĞĞŬ͘�WůĞĂƐĞ�ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌ�Ă�ƐƉĞĐŝĂů�
ĚŽŶĂƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ǁŽƌŬ͘ 
 
^ƚĞǁĂƌĚƐŚŝƉ�^ĞƌŝĞƐ��ŚƌŝƐƚ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ĚŽŝŶŐ�Ă�ƐƚĞǁĂƌĚƐŚŝƉ�ƐĞƌŝĞƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�
ŶĞǁ�ǇĞĂƌ͘�>ŽŽŬ�ĨŽƌ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ŝŶ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŵĂŝůďŽǆĞƐ͊� 
 
�/E'K�:ŽŝŶ�ƵƐ�ĨŽƌ�:ĂŶƵĂƌǇ͛Ɛ�&ĞůůŽǁƐŚŝƉ�
ĂĐƟǀŝƚǇ͕�ŽŶ�&ƌŝĚĂǇ�:ĂŶƵĂƌǇ�ϭϬ�Ăƚ�ϲ͗ϯϬƉŵ�Ăƚ�
ĐŚƵƌĐŚ͘�WůĞĂƐĞ�ďƌŝŶŐ�ĂŶ�ŚŽƌƐ�Ě͛ŽĞƵǀƌĞ�ƚŽ�ƐŚĂƌĞ�
ĂŶĚ�Ă�ĐĂŶ�ŽĨ�ĨŽŽĚ�ĨŽƌ�ŽƵƌ�ĨŽŽĚ�ƐŚĞůĨ͘��ĞǀĞƌĂŐĞƐ�
ĂŶĚ�ĨƵŶ�ƉƌŝǌĞƐ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�
&ĞůůŽǁƐŚŝƉ�ƚĞĂŵ͘ 
 
^ĂǀĞ�ƚŚĞ��ĂƚĞ͊��ŶũŽǇ�ĨƵŶ͕�ĨĞůůŽǁƐŚŝƉ͕�ĂŶĚ��K&&���ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�>ĂĚŝĞƐ�ŽĨ�
�ŚƌŝƐƚ�Ăƚ�,ĞƌŵĂŶ͛Ɛ��ĂŬĞƌǇ�Ăƚ�ϵ͗ϬϬĂŵ�ŽŶ�^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇ͕�:ĂŶƵĂƌǇ�ϭϴ͘��dĂŬĞ�
ƚŚĞ�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�ŐĞƚ�ƚŽ�ŬŶŽǁ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĨĞůůŽǁ�ǁŽŵĞŶ�ŽĨ�ĨĂŝƚŚ͘ 
 
^ŚŽĞ��ƌŝǀĞ�DŽƌŐĂŶ�ĂŶĚ��ůĂŝƌĞ�DƵŶĚƚ�ǁŝůů�ĂĐĐĞƉƚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŐĞŶƚůǇ�ǁŽƌŶ͕�
ƵƐĞĚ͕�Žƌ�ŶĞǁ�ƐŚŽĞƐ�ƚŽ�ďĞŶĞĮƚ�ŐƌŽǁŝŶŐ�ďƵƐŝŶĞƐƐĞƐ�ŝŶ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŝŶŐ�
ĐŽƵŶƚƌŝĞƐ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶĚ�ŽĨ�:�Eh�Zz͘�^ŚŽĞƐ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ƉƵƚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ůĂƌŐĞ�
ƌĞĚ�ďŽǆ�ŝŶƐŝĚĞ�ƚŚĞ�&ĞůůŽǁƐŚŝƉ�,Ăůů͘�dŚĂŶŬ�ǇŽƵ͊ 
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